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\ DEBATE of this kind I ſhould not have cheſ in the preſent Situation 


* - 


of our publick Affairs: But as you have done me the Honour of 

ublickly addreſſing to me three long Letters for my Conviction and 

e Edification, Gratitude and good Manners conſtrain me to anſwer. 

As wvor/dly Conſiderations are very ſtrong on your Side, I aſſure 
you, I have an Ear always cer to any thing that can ſhew Conformity to be 
my Duty. Diſſenters are not Men of ſo peculiar a Turn of Mind, as to love 
Suſſering and Reproach, or to deſpiſe the Dignities, Preferments, and lucrative 
Poſts, to the Amount of Millions a Year, which are ſhared amongſt their 
Fellow - ſubjects, could they with a good Conſcience partake of them, as they 
have a natural Right to do. 

But, notwithſtanding this Prejudice in Favour of your Argument, and all 
the Ingenuity with which you ſet it off, I cannot ſay it has wrought in me 
the Conviction you ſeemed to hope. So far, Sir, from this, that the more 
carefully I examine the Grounds of my Separation, the more thoroughly I 
am convinced of its Lawfulneſs and Expediency ; that 'tis a Debt I owe to 
'Gop, to Liberty, to Truth, and an Act of Homage and Allegiance due to 
Cnr1s7, the ozly Law-giver and King in the Church. | 

I ſhall not enter upon the Enquiry, on which you largely expatiate, who 
are the 30% Livers,' Churchmen or Diſſenters? And amongſt which the beſt 
Means for holy living are found ? Let the World judge betwixt us, Would 
t6 Gop that both of us had greater Reaſon to boaſt ! 

The Controverſy betwixt us, Sir, I apprehend may eaſily be brought to 
a f/ain and Sort Iſſue, if you will heartily join in it. It turns upon the 
ſingle Point of the XXth Article of your Church, viz. That THE CHURCH 
hath Power to decree Rites and Ceremonies, and Authority in Matters of Faith. 
For if Tax Cyurcn hath really this Authority and Power, then all Objections 
of the Diſſenters about Sponſors, the Croſs in Baptiſm, kneeling at the Lord's 
Supper, and every other 'Thing, are impertinent and vain : The Church having 
this Authority, ought reverently to be obeyed. And, if inſtead of two or 
three Ceremonies, it had enjoined two or three Score; and if to the Thing . 

nine Articles it had added an hundred beſides, we ought meekly to have bo- 
down to her ſpiritual Furiſdifion, and to have practiſed and believed as tbe 1 

Church had taught and enjoined. 
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But, if on the Contrary, Sir, the Church hatlrreally and in Truth, vo 
Power at all, nor Authority of this kind; yea, if Cuxis r, the great Law-giver 
and King of the Church, hath expreſsly commanded that no Power of this 
kind ſhall eyer be claimed, or ever be.zic/ded, by any of his Followers; then: 
our Cl urch is reprehenſible and highly criminal before God, for uſurping. 
this Power ; And then the Diſenters are juſtified, and will have Honour before 
- Gop, for entering their Proteſt. againſt ſuch. U/urpation ; for aſſerting the 
Rights and Privileges of the Chriſtian Church; and „landing feft in the Liberty 
evhereawith CHRIST his mode them free. 2 * 

Our Searatich from the Eſtabliſhment you are pleaſed to repreſent in very 
terrifying and black Colours, as a Sin of near the firſt Magnitude-----< Our 
« Miniſters, you ſay, have Guilt lying heavily upon them on Account of 
« their ſchiſmatical and uncatHolick Proceedings.-----They are notoriouſſy 
« peccant (i. e. are great Sinners) in throwing off the Authority of thoſe 
« whom they ought to my and ſubmit themſelves to.----Their Conduct is 
“ ſuch as you challenge all the Wit and Ingenuity of the Na ion ever to 
«*«. reconcile with holy Living-------You repreſent them as carnal, evil, and 
« deceitful Workers, diſorderly Walkers, whom Gop will, undoubtedly, for 
*< theſe Things bring into Judgment“; and the Faithful, far from being 
ve itte. to enter into any paſtoral. Relation to them, are not permitted to 
« — any Cbriſſiam Communion with them; no, not ſo much as any ie te 
c unneceſſary Acquaintance and Familiarity with them in common Life T 
with much more to the fame Purpoſe. | 

You ſpeak alſo . of the Lay- di ſenter, as having ſtained his Soul with Guilt ; 
4 and of the Doctrine on which our Separation is built, as being fa/{ ar d 
% dangerous F. This you wiſh me to lay to Heart, and ſerionſly to conſider.” 

I have, according to your Wiſh, Sir, Iain it to Heart, and ſeriouſly confidered. 
The Reſult of my "Conſideration I ſhall now freely give you; and in return 
heartily wiſh, that lay ing aſide all Prejudice and werldly Attachments, you 
would impartially conſider What is the true Nature and Conſtitution cf 
the Chriſtian Church; and what the. Allegiance, which, as a Subject of Ixsus 
Cusisr, you owe to Him the only Law-giver and King in the Church; who a 
will ſhortly call you to Account for your Conduct in this Reſpect. 

To come then to the Point Tux Cuuscu you ſay, and ſolemn'y 
ſabſeribe it, hath Powwer to decree Rites, and Authority in Matters of Faith. Thus 
is the grand Hinge upon which the whole Controverſy turns. Now here, Sir, 
let me aſk you, | 

FizsT, What Cnuxcn is it, to whom this Authority and Power is given? 
You will, doubtleſs, ſay, the Church of England ; for the Church of England 
expreſcly claims and exexciſes this Power; and you awow and defend it in this 
Exerciſe and Claim: Yea, this is the very Baſs on which its hole Frame ar d 
Hierarchy ſtands. It obliges all its Miniſters to ſubſcribe to Articles of Faith, 
which it hath authoritatively decreed ; and to uſe in religious Worſhip. 
Ceremonies and Rites, which it hath authoritatively enjoyned. 

But mind, Sir, I beſeech you,the Conſequences of this Claim. If the Church 
of England hath really this Authority. and Power, hath not the Church of France 
the Church of Spain----the Church ꝙ Rome, the very ſame ? Hath England, in 
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this Matter, any Privilege from God, any ſpiritual Prerogative, any Chara der. 
from Heaven, which its geighbour Countries have not? You will not pretend it 
has. But if it has zo Privilege nor Prerogative of this kind, then the Church 
of France, and the Church of Rome have alſo, you acknowledge, Powrr 70 
decree Rites and Ceremonies in Gop's Worſhip, and Aurnoxtry in Points 4 
Faith; conſequently, all the Fopperies and Superſtitions of the Romi/h Church, 
at leaſt, which cannot be proved to be contrary to the Word of Gop, are to 
be reverently ſubmitted to by all the Members of the Church, and cordially 
received. 

But will not your — Huy Power for the Church, abſolutely overthrow 
the Reformation itſelf, and ſubvert the very Foundation of the Church you ſeek 
to eſtabliſh ? For till you can ſhew, why the Church of England is poſſeſſed of 
this Power, but not the Church of Rome ; why a Body of acknowledged fallible 
Men in Britain have Authority to make and to enjoin Articles of Faith, but 
not a Body of pretended infallible Men at Trent; whence ExcLaxp came 
thus ſpiritually-gifted, and endowed beyond all its neighbour Kingdim---your 
Separation from the Church of Rome is incapable of a juſt and ſolid Defence. 

To this, perhaps, you will reply----But- our Church hath expreſsly guarded: 

ainſt any fach Abuſe of the Power it claims, by adding in the XXth Article-- 

er is it not lawful for the Church to ordain any Thing that is contrary to God's 
Word written ; neither may it fo expoung one Place of Scripture that it be repugnant 
to another. But, upon this, I e our Patience for theſe two Remarks : 
iſt, Whatever Ceremony or Rite then cannot be ſhewn to be coxrRARY to 
Gop's Werd, your Church, yea, the Church e Rome hath, you acknowledge, 
full Authority to enjoin : Conſequently, as your Church, by Virtue of this 
Authority, bath enjoined the Croſs in Baptiſm, it hath full Power alſo to require 
you to croſs yourfelves, whenever you enter the Place of Worſhip, ſay your 
Prayers, look towards the Eaſt, touch the Bible, fit at Meat-----It hath fi// 
Power to enjoin the Uſe of Salt and Spittle in Baptiſm, Chriſm, extreme 
Un#icn, and an hundred other Things which are no more contrary to Gop's 
Word than the Croſs in Baptiſm is. 

As your Church now conſecrates Ground, it has every whit as much Power- 
to conſecrate the other Eliment, and to make holy Water, as well as holy Earth ; 
and to order it to be decently ſprinkled upon its Members ( for a/lThings, you 
knew, are to be done decently and in Order) in Token that they ſhall keep them- 
ſelves pure from Sin: It hath Power to. conſecrate holy Knives to cut the 
ſacramental Bread; holy Baſins and Ewwers for the Prieſts to waſh in before 
the Sacrament, holy YVe/iments and Robe, and a great Variety of holy Utenſils, 
Bghted Tapers for the Altar, &o. (all which, you know, Sir, was done by 
— admired Biſhop Laud) knocking on the Breaſt, bowing towards the Eaſt, 

oſtration before the Altar. -All theſe, I fay, and innumerable other 
Ceremonies your Church claims Authority and Poxwer to enjoin ; for none of 
theſe can be-ſhewn to be more contrery.to the Word of 'Gop, or to be a whit 
more ſuperſtitious, ridiculous, or abſurd, than the cro/fing at Baptiſm, or the 


folemn Conſecration of Churches and their Yards. But, 


adly. The Limitation or Guard, which the Article ſeems to put upon this 
Power of the Church, is really of no Force, and amounts to nothing at all. 
For tho' it ſays----That the Church may not ordain any Thing CONTRARY to 
Gov's Nord, nor fo expound one Scripture as to be REPUGNANT to another © Vet of 
this Rrongnance and Contraricty, the Cuuxcu alone, you will obſerve, and not 
| every 
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every private Perſon, is allowed to be the proper : For elſe the Article 
is ablurd ; it actually oveghrows itſelf ; — * with one Hand, 


what it gives with the other For, if every private Perſon hath Authority to 


iudge of the Church's Deciſions, and to re them, if they appear to him 
repugnant to Scripture ; then the Church's Authority in Points of Faith comes 
to juit nothing at all. Itis an Authority to decree, where none are bound to 
ſubmit z that is, an Authority over no Body, an Authority to do nothing. 
But ſuch a ſenſcleſs, unmeaning, impertinent Claim, can never be the Deſign 
and Import of this Article. It does claim therefore for the Church ſome re 
Authority to ſettle Points of Faith; conſequently, to Points thus authoritatively 
ſettled by it, private Chriſtians, its Members are, reverently to ſubmit, even 
tho” to their own Judgments they appear repugnant to the Word of Gop. 


This, Sir, muſt be the real Meaning and Intent of the Article, notwithſtan- 


ding the reftri&ive Clauſe. Accordingly, in Conſequence of this Claim, your 
Church have authoritatively decreed Thirty nine Articles of Faith ; and theſe 
it declares to have decreed for the taking away Difference of Opinion, and to 
eftabliſh am Agreement in true Religion“. The plain Language of Authority. 


Theſe Articles it obliges all its Miniſters to ſubſcribe ; and our Princes, as 


Heads and Governors of the Church, have authoritatively forbid its Clergy to 
preach any Thing repugnant to them, and required them to frame their 
Sermons according to the Plan here preſcribed. From all which it appears, 
that, notwithſtanding the pretended Limitation, there is a real Authority claimed 
by the Church, that is to ſay, by its Governors, to ſettle Points of Faith. But 
it there be ſuch Authority really veſted in them, then the People are bound 70 
Submit to their Deciſions, and have no Right of private Judgment to examine 
or reef them; for there cannot be two ConTrapicToORY Rights ; a Right in 
Governors to preſcribe, and a Right in Subjects to refuſe.-------But if the 
Church of England has really this Authority and Right, the Church of Rome 


had it before her; and, as the elder and Mother-church, ought to have been 


obeyed. The ion, therefore, as we are wont to call it, was a Rebellion 
againſt Superiors, a Diſobedience to the Authority veſted in the Church, and 
'Oaght, as ſuch, to be renounced by returning to the Church of Rome. 

In this Manner, Sir, a Remi Pricft will turn upon the Church of England 
its own dangerous Arti ; and by the mere Conceſſions of this XXth Article, 
thouſands of Proſelytes have, no doubt, been gained from you. Nor, with 
all your Ingenuity, would you find it caſy to ward off the Force of ſuch 
Arguing, ſhould | any of | your Paziſhioners be likely to be ſeduced. And 
this, perhaps, is the Reaſon why the numerous Converts theſe Prieſts are 
ſaid to make, are gathered «// from your Church ; whereas, from amongſt the 
Diffenters, you hardly ever hear of one gained. But, 

SeconDLyY. I want much to be enlightened as to THE PErsoNs who are 
inveſted with his Authority and Power. 


You ſay, it is the Church: But Who, I pray, are the Church, in whom this 


great Pcaver is lodged ? You will plcaſe to obſerve well, Sir, not the Bibops 
and Clergy, who are wont to ſpeak: of themſelves as our ſpiritual Pafiors and 
Guida, as being ver us in the Lerd, as Stewards of the Myſteries, &c. This 


Peer to order the Manner of Gop's Worſhip, and to ſettle Articles of 


Faith, is ver at all lodged in them, but entirely in the Kix G and PARLIAMENT 
af theſe Realms. | 


2 Preface to XXXIX Articles, 


You 


” 
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Lt 79 
You need not be informed, Sir, that a// the Clergy of this Kingdom, with 
all the Biſhops at their Head, have not the leaſt Authority to enjoin one 
Ceremony or Rite of Worſhip ; or to either 2 or annul one Article of 
Faith. No, but a// Power and juriſdiction relating to theſe Matters is lodged” 
chiefly in Lay-hands ; tis ſolely in the Kixc and ParLiamenr, and che Clergy 
are to act in all Things under their Direction and Controul. The Kzg and 
Parliament are in Truth the real Fathers,Gewernors, or Biſhops of this Church: 
Theſe onLY have Power to make or to unmake Forms and Rites of Worſhip, and 
do authoritatively inſtruct and preſcribe to the Clergy what they are to believe 
in what Manner, and to whom the Sacraments are to be given---what Prayers 
they are to offer up---what Doctrine to preach---who are to be admitted to the 
Epicopate or Priefhood,and who to be refuſed--by what Ceremonies, and Prayers, 
and Exhortations they are to be ſet apart, and conſecrated to their Office--Theſe, 
with every other Circumſtance relating to Religion and the Worſhip of Gop, 
which is authoritatively preſcribed or enjoined in your Church, you know, 
Sir, not the Bibops and Clergy, but the Kine with bis Parliament, are the onLY 
Per/ons who have authoritativcly enjoined and preſcribed them. 
„The Clergy of the whole Land, in Convocation aſſembled, cannot ſo 
« much as attempt any Canons or Conſtitutions without the King's Licence. 
* If the King and Clergy make a Canon, tho' it binds the (g ia re 
« ecclefiaſftica, yet it does not bind Laymen 5.“ 

Yea, ſo far, Sir, were the Bi/hops and Clergy from having any Hand in the 
firſt forming our preſent eſtabliſhed Church, or in ordering its Rites and 
Articles of Faith, that it was done not only <vithout, but in afual Oppoſition 
to them: For in the iſt of Q. Eliz. the Parliament alone eſtabliſhed the 
Queen's Supremacy and the Common prayer- book, in ſpite of all Oppoſition. 
% from the Biſhops in the Houſe of Lords; and the Conwecation then ſitting, 
«« were ſo far from having any Hand in thoſe Church- acts for Reformation, 
«« that they preſented to the Parliament ſeveral Propoſitions in Behalf of the 
« 'Tenets of Popery, directly contrary to the Proceedings of the Parliament f. 
23 Hence then, Sir, I think you muſt be abſolutely forced to own (what I 
4 know Gentlemen of your Robe don't care to hear) wiz. That the Church of © 
x England is really a earL1tamexnTARY Church ; that it is not properly an A. 
1 Þ but a mere Creature of the State. It depends entirely upon the 4#s and 
/ Authority of PARLIAMENT for its very Eſſence and Frame. Ihe Qualifications. 
of its Miniſters, their Power to officiate, the Manner in which they are to 


adminiſter the Sacraments, are all limited and preſcribed by Authority o 
Parliament, 


FP Vide Examination of the Codex, c. Pag. 114, 148. By the 25th of 
Hen. VIII. Cap. 19. it is Præmunire for the Convacation to meet without 
* the King's Writ : And when they are met, to do any thing without the King's 
Licence: And then no Reſolution of theirs to hade the Force of a Canon, nig 
« the King confirmit. Nor is it then valid, it be contrarient or repugnant to 
* the Laws, Statutes, and Cuſtoms of this Realm, or be to the Damage or Hurt 
* of the King's Prerogative royal---- And of this the Courts of Weſtminſter-Hall 

mut judge----Hale, in his Analy/is (Page 12.) ſays, If ecclefraftical Laws are 

* not confirmed by Parliament, the King may revoke and annul them at his Will 

* and Pleaſure.” ----Vide Notes on an Anſwer to the Examination of the Bie 

London's Codex. , 

4 Vide Prieftcraft in Perfection, Pref. Page 4. 


13 9 
Parliament, and this Zuthority, which at firſt made, can alone alter and new 
make it ; can aboliſh, or add to its Articles or Rites, according to its Pleature, 

even tho' the whole Body of Hie and C/ergy ever ſo much diſlike, or proteſt 
earneſtly againſt it. 

It is a Point therefore incenteſſille, and abſolutely out of Doubt, that 

THE CHURCH, your Article declares to have this Authority and Power here, 
; - the Kine and PARLIAaMEXT of theſe Realms; and it is ns ether than they. 

ut, 

TrIRDLY. The grand Point which yet ſticks, and which, without your 
Aſliſtance, I ſhall-never get over, is, how came the civil Magiſtrate by this 
Authority in the Church of CuzisT ? Who gave im this Power to decree 
Rites in Chriſtian Worſhip, which Chriſ never decreed ; and to make Articles 
of Faith which Chri/ never made? Neither CuRIsT, nor the Apoſtles, ever 
gave him this Authority ; whence then is it derived ? 

_ The Subjefion to higher Powers, and Obedience to Magiſtrates, which the 
Scriptures enjoin Chriſtians, relates only to civil, not at all to religious Matters: 
For this obvious Reaſon ; that the Magiſtrate at that Time was every where 
Pagan. The Apoſtles therefore inſtead of paying, or exhorting Chriſtians to 
pay, any Subjection to him in religious Afairs, ſtrenuouſly exhorted them 
to renounce and difavow it----to come out from among them, and be ſeparate, 
They were every where, you know, Sir, Diſſenters from the cflabliſbed Church, 


CHRISTIANITY is ſo far from enjoining, that it actually forbids, Obedience 
to cavil Governors in Things of a religious Nature: It commands us to call no 
Man upon Earth Father or Maſter F, i. e. to acknowledge no Authority or 
Juriſdiction of any in Matters of Religion, but to remember that Oxz, one 
"only is our Mafler and Law-giver, even Cunts TH; and all Chriſtians are 
Brethren ; i. e. ſtand upon an equal Foot, having no Dominion over one 
another. Tho' the Princes of the Gentiles exerciſe Dominion over them, and they 
vo are Great exerciſe Authority upon them, yet it Hall not, our Lord ſays, 
be fo anongft you +. Nay, but your Church replies, in this its XXth Article, 
it Hall be ſo amongſt us.---There are ſome who have Authority over other; in 

Matters | of Faith----There are other Maſters beſides Cuxtsr. Thus the 
Artie and the Scripture manifeſtly claſh! :: Will you be ſo good, Sir, as to 
adjuſt the Controverſy betwixt them, and tell me which I am to follow. 

The Church is Cur1sT's Kingdom, a Kingdom not of this World: For his 
voluntary Humiliation and Suffering of Death, he is advanced to the high 
Honour of being /o/e Law-giver, Judge and Sovereign in religious Matters. 
L only hath Authority to fix the Terms of Communion for his Followers or 
Church; and the Terms which He hath fix'd, no Man upon Earth, nor 
Body of Men, have Authority to ſet aſide, to alter or new make. And if 
any Man upon Earth ſhall preſume to alter, or new make, Terms » 
Cemmunian in his Church; they are guilty of great Arrogance, and inv 
kis Authority and Throne. But this, we ge 1s what you have done. 
Lou will not now receive a Perſon to publick Baptiſm or the Lord's-Supper 
u the Terms on which Cuxlsr and his Apoſtles would have received him. 

Neither CnrisT nor his Apoſihs ever made the Sign of the Croſs, or other 
Sponſors beſides the Parents, 1 to a Child's Baptiſm; nor did they ever 
make kneeling a neceſſary Term of receiving the Sacramental-Supper —— 
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both thoſe you make neceſſary J. Thus you have taken upon you to ac 
- mode] the Church of Cuxisr, to change and ſet aſide bi; Laws, and make 


others in their Room. 8 

Now give me leave to aſk you, Sir, by what Authority do . preſume to 
reject thoſe from your Church, whom in your Conſcience you believe Cual 
and his Apoſtles would have received into theirs ? Are gu wiſer than they? 
Or is your Church better framed, and more perfect than zheirs ? If an honeſt 
and fincere Chriſtian now brings his Child to you to be publickly baptized, 
deſiring it may be done without the Sign of the Croſs, and that him/e/f may 
ſtand forth as Surety for its Education; would you not refuſe him? Or if he 
deſired to be admitted to the Communion of Chriſtians, in the other 
Sacrament of the Supper, but that he might not take it Kneeling : Would 
you not reje& him? But if the ſame Perſon had come to Jzsus CurisT or 
the Apoſtles, offering himſelf and Child upon the ſame Terms, would they not 
have received him ? But how is it, Sir, that you take upon you to refed? 
from Cnatsr's Family and Church, thoſe whom you believe HiuseLF 
would have received ? ls not this Lording it ever God's Heritage, and uſurping 
CnzrsT's Throne? Is it not ſetting yourſelves up for Laz-Makers and 
Rulers in his Kingdom; claiming Homage from 4s Subjects? And are not 
his faithful Subjects, by the Allegiance they owe hin, obliged to enter their 
Proteſt againſt ſuch Uſurpation, and to fand faft in the Liberty wherewith 
CHRIST bas (et them free ? | | 
© Where then, let me appeal to your own ſober Judgment, does the Guilt 
of Schiſm lie: Upon you or upon. xs Upon us, who offer our ſelves t 
Communion in your Church upon the Terms which Cuz1sT appointed, and are 
ready to do every Thing which CyzisT has commanded + Or upon you who 
abſolutely rect xs, unleſs, beſides what CunsT hath order'd, we will ſubmit 
alſo to ſome Orders and Devices of your own? We come as the Lord's Servants, 
and deſire to eat at the Lord's-Tat/e, with reverent Submiſſion to all his A 
pointments. Nay but, ſay you, you ſhall not come to. the Lord's-Table,. 
unleſs you will rec/ ; 7. e. unleſs you will come in. that Poſture, which 
tho CngisT in bis Wiſdom did not think proper, yet which we in eur 
Wiſdom have thought proper 70 ordain.. In other Words, unleſs beſides 
being CarsT's Serwants, you will alſo ae ours; and pay Subjection to aur 
Inftitution and Authority in this religious Rite. 

This, Sir, is che true State of the Controverſy betwixt us: Judge now, 
E pray you, with the __— of a Chriſtian, who makes the Schiſm, and. 
who has reaſon toifear being Lrowght into Judgment, by the Law-giver 
of the Church, for the unhappy Breach which ſubfiſts.----Let a great Prelate: 
who at preſent adorns one of the higheſt Stations of your Church be heard: 
as Judge betwixt us. In all other Societies, the expreſs Will of the Founder, 
and the Terms of Fellowſhip and Communion which e has laid down, 
are accounted ſacred. In all other Kingdoms the Vill of the ſupreme 
« Poxver is a Law. No one pretends, or ep pretend, to make Laws of 
equal Force with his. How hard then is the Fate of the Chriſian Church, 
or of the Kingdom of CurisT, when his Will is declared inſufficient, and 
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t The XXVIIth Canon requires, the Miniſter never wittingly to adminiſter 

e Communion to any, but to ſuch as kneel. The XXIXth Canon requires, 
that no Parent ſhall be urged to be preſent at his Child's Baptiſm ; nor be 
admitted to anſwer as Godtather for his own Child. 


—— 
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* the invented Words and Decifions of his Subjects are made co-ordinate with 
% his own, equally excluſive of others of his Subjects from the Communion of 
'« their Fellow-Subjects! And how hard is the Fate of thoſe Belizwers in him, 
% who defire Communion upon the Terms Gop has preſcribed, to be excluded 
% by the Words of Men; by the Inventions of Men, impoſed upon them for 
% bis Precepts! And how unhappy is the Church, to be reduced by any ſuch 


Methods withia more narrow Bounds than eur Lob himſelf has confined it! * 


Bat you are in Readineſs to retort, and with great Aſſurance tell me, 
„That the Avoidance of Kneeling in/ited upon by our Miniſters, is not lefs 
an Impoſition than your enjoining _it.----That we do really impoſe the 
% Obſervance of one particular Geſiure upon our Communicants.---That 
« fitting is the regular, unvaried Practice of our Churches; obſerved as con- 
« ftantly and univerſally amongſt us, as Kuceling is amongſt you,----rcwer 
„ allowed to be departed from; which our Miniſters require, inſiſ upon, and 
e refuſe to abate.” ------And you aſk me If one ſhould _ himſelf to 
«© take the Sacrament ſtanding, or offer to take it on his Knees, whether I 
« don't think he would undergo ſome ſevere Expoſtulations, and be plainly 
< told, we had no ſuch Cuſtom, nor the Churches of Gov, and it would not 
« be given him at all 5.” 

I believe the World will be ſurprized, Sir, and that an ingenious Bluſb will 
cover your own Face, when you find that this Account of us is abſolutely 
without Truth, and quite contrary to Fact. I have ſpent my whole Lite 
amongſt the Difenters, and am acquainted with a great Number of their 
Churches and Minifters ; but never once, till now, heard that SirTING at 
the Lord's-Table was ever infifed on as a Term of Communion with them ; 
or chat it is their wnvoried and univerſal Practice. The contrary to this, I 
know to be Truth. In the Church to which I myſelf belong, chere is a 
Perſon who for many Years has conſtantly received ExztLinG, without the 
leaſt Offence to the Congregation, or any Expoſtulation from the Miniſter 
on that Account. Ta ſome of our Churches, I am well informed, there are 
ſome who receive Standing, ſome Kneeling : In this every one amongſt us is 
left entirely at his Liberty. Tho' the Poſture of Sitting be generally thought 
by us moſt' fuitable to the Commemorative-Supper of our Loxp; inſtituted 
inſtead of the Paſcbal- Supper of the Jeu; and moſt agreeable to the Practice 
of Ensisr and his Fpo/tles, who, without all peradventure, Sat around the 
Table; yet in this we are all left to follow freely our own Perſuaſion. Nor is 
there, 1 believe, amongſt our Miniſters one in five hundred, who would 
refuſe to give the Sacrament either Standing or Ereeling to any one who 
thought either of theſe the fitteſt Poſture of receiving. Our Liberty as to 
this Matter you might have ſeen in Baxtcr's reform'd Liturgy ; where it is 
expreſsly ſaid,----* Aud let none of the People be forced to fit, ſiand or kneel in 
& the AF of receiving, u Judgment is againfl it.” And in Dr. Calamy's 
brief Account, c. which you appear to have read-----** The Communicants 
0 27 Proteſtant Diſſenters, are Ar LIBERTY 7% % THEIR Own PosTuRE 
in the Time of Receiving ; tho" a Table Geſture is moſt commonly uſed N 

us, 


0 


. Biop of Winchefter's Poſtſcript to his Anſwer to Dr. Hare's Sermon, 
Page 254. | | 

2 Letter II. pag. 56, 57, 58. Letter III. pag, 8, 9. 

+ Letter to a Divine in Germany, pag. 11. 
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Thus, Sir, I have at large conſidered your Charge of Scutsu upon the 
Diſſinters ; and hope by this time you begin to think more favourably of us; 
aud to ini our Principles as truly catholic and generous ; the only Broad- 

Bottom on which the Peace of the Church can be ſolidly fixed; and that h 

Guilt of the Separation lies wholly on your Church, which inſiſts upon 

UncurisTIAN and UnscrrPTURAL Terri of communicating with it. 

But I hope to finiſh your Conviction, Sir, and to wipe off every Speck of 
the Taint of Schiſm from Di/enters, by calling to your Remembrance your- 
own excellent Definitigy of the Cat helic or Chriflian Church ; and reaſoning 
with you on it. The Cathelic Church, you ſay “, is ene outward and 
*« eifible Society DrvineLY inflituted:; the meft admirable and gloricus Socicty 
© under Heaven,” -----Mind, Sir, your own Words; and it would ſoon end 
the Debate. If it be a Society DivineLy infiituted, then whatever Society, is. 
not of Divine, but of meerly human Inſtitution, is not the Charch of Chrif. 
If it be a Society Ae inſlituted, then the Terms of Admiſſion into this Society, 
and the Quien of its Members are ditvinely fixed, i. e. fixed by the Will 
and Authority of Gop : Whatever ale Seciety then hath its Terms of Admiffion 
and the Qualifications of its Members nor divinely & d, bx'd only by the 
Will and Authority of Men, cannot be the truly Catholic and Chriflian Church. 

Now here ſhall I intreat you, Sir, with the Impartiality of a Chriffian, 
who has nothing but Trath and the Vill ef God in view, to ſtop a Moment 
and compare the ConsTiTuTion of the Church of England, and the Cons 1- 
ruriox of the Church of Chrift, and ſee if they are not Societies of a quite 
different Frame; the one a human, the other a divine Inſtitution ; the one 
reſting entirely on the Authority and Will of Min, the other upon the Will 
and Authority of G O0 D. | 

IF you enquire after the Conſtitution and Frame of the Church of Chriſt, 
where muſt you look for it? only in the Bible T. But if you enquire after 
the Conſtitution and Frame of the Church of England, where muſt you look 
for that? in the $2atute-book, in the Canons, and Common-prayer-beek, and in the 
Codes of the Englib-Law. | | 

The Church of Carrsr is a religious Eſtabliſhraent, founded upon the 
Seriptures, as the only authentic Rule of its Doctrines and Worthip; the 
Church of EncLanpd is a ci Eſtabliſhment, founded upon 4s of Parlia- 
ment, as the only authentic Rule of what is to be believed and practiſed 
therein: The one a firitual Structure, built upon the Foundation of the 
Apoſtles and Prophets, JI sus Cnz1sr himſelf being the chief Corner - ſtone: 
The other a political Structure, built upon the Foundation of the Lords: 
and Commons of the Realm, Tu Kinc, as ſupreme Head, being the chief 
Corner-ſtone. | 

Into the Church of Chrift any Perſon may be admitted, who ſubmits to 
the Terms appointed by Chri/t : But, into the Church of England, he cannot 
be admitted, except over and above 2%, he ſubmits alſo to Terms which 
human Authority hath inſtituted and deviſed. | 

In Chrift's Church the Lord's-ſupper is appointed and uſed oxLy for 

ritual and religious Ends; but, in the Church of England, it is notoriouſly 
th inſtituted and uſed for political and worldly Ends, to qualify for a Poſt. 
In the former twas appointed with Intention, and as a mean of. uniting all 
Chriſhans ;: 
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Letter I. pag. 73. | 
Þ The Bite only is the Religion of Proteſtants. Chillingworths. 
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"Chriſtians z and of deftroying all Variance and Diſtindtions betwixt them. 
In the latter tis appointed with Intention, and as a Mean of diſcriminating and 
dividing Chriſtians ; and of making a Di//iz&4ion betwixt one and another. 

In the Chriſtian Church, no openly debauched or ſcandalouſly wicked Perſon 
has a Right to come to the Table of the Lord, or to partake of its Proviſions ; 
but in the Church of England, if ſuch a Perſon has a Commiſſion from the 
King in the Army or the Fleet, or any profitable Poſt, this gives him a Right 


to come to the Communion-Table, a Right to demand the holy Elements at 


the Prizft's Hands, as a Qualification for his Poſt. 
In the /eriptural Church of Chriſt, there are no ſuch Officers ever heard 
of as Archbi/hops, Deans, Archdeacons, Prebendaries, Cannons, Chancellors, &c. 


----Bat there is another Church, you know, Sir, where theſe are Officers cf. 
great Influence, of high Importance and Rank. But whence came this 


pompous Train? From the «po/?olick Fountain at TJeru/alem, or from the 
ted Source at Rome ? 
The Church of Chrift never excommunicates, nor pretends to exerciſe its 


Diſcipline upon any but its own Members; For what hade I to do, the Apoſtle 


ſays, to 41 them that are without ? But the Church of England extends its 
lefialti Authority over thoſe who cer belonged to it; and by a very 
extraordinary Act of Power, excommunicates {ſuch as never were of its Com- 
munen ; that is, it caſts ſuch from, who never were zn it. In common Life 
ſuch a Thing would be reckoned marwellous indeed. Should I ſolemnly 
threaten, yea actually proceed to caſt a Perſon out of my Houſe, who never 
was in it, I ſhould work as great a Miracle as was ever wrought in the 
Church of Rome : But Miracles of this kind, Sir, your Church, you know 
ſometimes works. | | 
Again; the Rod with which the Church of Chriſt chaſtiſes its Delinquents 
Is ſpiritual, not carna! ; but the Rod of the Church of England is carnal, not 
ſpiritual, By the Conſtitution of the former, the excommunicated Member 
is only to be deprived of firitzal Privileges, ſuch as Fellowſhip in Prayer, 
Singing, Sacraments, &c. As for his civil Property and Rights, it meddles 
not with theſe ; for CurisT's Kingdom is not of this World ; but by the Con- 
ſtitution of the latter, the excommunicated Member is delivered over to the 
civil Arm, to humble and chaſtiſe him; he is diſabled from, aſſerting his 
natural Rights, from being a Witneſs, from bringing Aclions at Law, and if 
he does not ſubmit in forty Days, a Writ ſhall iſſue forth to impriſan him,--- 
In the Church, of Jeſus Chrift, thoſe who are entruſted with ecclefiaſtical 
Diſcipline are ſolemnly charged before God, and the Lord Zojus Chriſt, and 
the ales Angels, to be no Reſpetters of Perſons, 4% do nothing by Partiality, 
and not to prefer one before anothor + : Neither the Gold Ring nor the gay 
Chathing 7, nor pecuniary Gifts, are to have any Influence upon their 
ecclefiaflical Proceedings; but the Poor are to receive the ſane Meaſure with 
the Rich. But is it thus, Sir, in the Church of England ? May not a grievous 
Sinner, according to her Conſtitution, be ſuffered to commute ? to have Pardon 
for Money, and to ſkreen himſelf by a round Fee from the Stroke of the 
Church's Rod ? Yea, when he is going to be delivered, or actually is delivered, 


into the Hands of the Dewil, and Satan has him in his Keeping, will not an 


handſome Sum preſently pluck him thence, and reſtore him to the Church's 
ſoft and indulgent Boſom again ?----You remember, Sir, the Heathen Satyriſt, 
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Dicite Pontifices, in Socris quid facit Aurum. Perſius Sat. II. 
* Cor. v. 12. +1 Tim. v. 2. f James ii. 2, 3. And 
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And you know what was ſaid, upon a like Occaſion, by a much 
than he- T Money periſh with thee ; becauſe thou haſt thought that the Gift. 
of God (Pardon and Abſolution) may be purchaſed with Money, thou hoſt neither 
Part ner Lot in this Matter . | ; - 

Some of the moſt ſacred Acts of ſpiritual Juriſdition, its ſolemn Cenfure; 
and Excommunicetions, arc exerciſed in the Church of England by unconſecrated 
and meer Laymen. I heſe hold the Keys, open or ſhut, caſt out or admit to it, 
.according to their ſole, Pleaſure. . The Chancellars, Officials, Surrogates----= 
who adminiſter the Juriidition of ſpiritual Courts, and determine the moſt 
important ſpiritual Matters, ſuch as delivering Men to the Devil, &c. frequently 
are, and by expreſs Proviſion of Law, a/ways may be Laymen, And truly, 
Sir, I greatly pity you Gentlemen of the Clergy, that ſome of the molt tre- 
.mendous and ſolemn Farts of your /acred Oitice, ſuch as Excommunications, 
Abſolutions, &c. you are forced to perform, not according to, but ſometimes, 
perhaps, directly againſt your own Judgments, as you are authoritatively 
directed and commanded by theſe Lay-perſons. | | 

Forced, I ſay, to do it, notwithſtanding what you urge about your c 
'Concurrence ; ſor if you refuſe 10 concur, you are immediately liable to Su/- 
penſion ab gffcio & bengſicio; and if you continue obſtinate, to be excommanica- 
ted your ownlelves 2. | 

The Church of Jesus Cnaisr never owed its Support fit corned to owe its. 
Propagation and Support) to the Pozvers, Preferments and Riches of this 
World; ewas its G/ory, that it made its Way, and was eſtabliſhed upon 
Earth, not only arb, but in dire Oppoſition, to them: It commands its 
Miniſters zo te sr r, but to be gentle to all Men; in Iſcelneſi, inflirudiing. 
thoſe who gainſay---(2 Tim. ii. 24, 25.) But the Church of England, conſcious, 
of its Weakneſs, props- itſelf on every Side with cini Dignities and Emolu- 
ments; calls in the Powers and Riches of 2bis Verl to its Support and 
Defence; intrenches itſelf deep under Shelter of penal Laws, and from 
thence thunders out its Excommunications, and Threats of Fines, and Imprifone 
ments, upon any who ſhall-dare to write or ſpeak any thing derogatory to 
its Ceremonies and Forms of Worſhip, or its Articles of Faith *. 47 777 

+ Acts viii. 20, 24. 8 1 
1 There is one Thing, ſays Biſhop Burnet, yet wanting to compleat the 
Reformation of the Church; which is to reſtore primitive Diſcipline againft 
ſcandalous Perſons, the eft:bliſhing the Government of the Church in Fecle- 
fiaftical Handi, and taking it out of Lay-Hands, which have ſo long prophaned 
it; and have expoſed the Authority of the Church and the Cenfares of it, 
chiefly Excommunication, to the Contempt of the Nation ; ſo that the dreads 
fulleſt of all Cenſures, is now become the moſt ſcorned and deſpiſed. 
Hift. Reform. Abridg. Pag. 367. 5 | 

The IV. V. VIch. Canons folemnly denounce---- That whoſoever ſhall 
<« affirm that the Form ef Gop's Worſhip contained in the Common-prayer, 
« hath any Thing in it repugnant to the Word of Gop---ot that any of the 
XXXIX Articles are in any Part erroneous, or ſuch as may not with a 
good Conſcience be ſubſcribed, let him be Excoumuntcarer ip/o. fatto, 
and not be reſtored until he repent and publickly revoke his wicked Errors.” 

And by the 4% of Uniformity, it is enacted- That if any one ſhall 
« declare, or ſpeak any Thing in the Derogation or depraving of the Book 
« of Common-prayer, he ſhall, for the 5 Otfence, ſuffer Impriſonment one 
« whole Year, without Bail or Mainprize ; and for the ſcoxd Offence ſhall 
S dbe impriſoned during hit Lian. Thete 
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'Titere is one Difficulty more, Sir, which I have often revolved, but could 
never poilibly get over; it ſeems to hang as a dead and inſuperable Weight 
upon the Frame of your Church; if you can handſomely remove it, you 
will merit Lambeth for a Reward, * | 

Ihe Charch of England and the Church of Chriſt ſeem to be tro Societies, 
abſolutely Ai inc, and of a quite different Conſtitution, as they have two 
different Heaps, or FounTatns of Power, whence all Authority, Juriſdiction, 
and Miniſtrations in the ce Churches ſeverally ſpring. In the Church of 
FejusChrift, niuszir is ſupreme Head, the only Law-giver and Sovereign: 


To us there is but ox Lord. Ons is your Maſter, even CnrisT +. Gave 
him to be HAD over all Things to the Church f. ALL Powe 7s given to ur, 
in Heaven, and in Earth, go ye therefore teach all Nations F. CHRIST is the 
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| onLY Fountain of Influence, ſuriſdiction, and Power in his C » by 
Commiſ̃on from whom alone all its Officers act. 
Hut in the Church of Exg/and, you well know, Sir, the King or Queen is 
| SUPREME HEAD, © veſted with a Pewwer to exerciſe all Manner of Fccle- 


„ #2/itcal. ſuriſdiction, and Archbiſbopr, Biſhops, Archdeacons, and other 
« Eccleſiaſtical Perſoris, have no Manner of juriſdiction eccleſiaſtical, but by 
« and under the Kix Mrjr/ty, who hath full Power and Authority to hear 
« and determine al/ Manner of Cauſes eccleſiaſtical, and to reform, and 
correct all Vice, Sin, Errors, Hereſies, Enormities, Abuſes whatſoever, 
„ which by any Nenner of ſpiritual Authority or Juriſdiction ought, or may 
be lawfully reformed *. . 10 J | | 
At the firſt Eftabliſhment of this Church under Her. VIII. and Ew. VI. 
all the Bi/ops took out Commiſſions from the Crown, for the exerciſing of 
their 8 Furiſdidion in theſe Kingdoms, during the King's Pleaſure only; 
«3nd in their Commiſſions acknowledge all ſort of Juriſdiction, as welt 
< eccleſiaſtical'as civil, to have flowed originally from the gzcaL Power, as 
from a ſupreme Head; and a Fountain and Spring of all Magiſtracy within 
« his own Kingdom }.” 4 
Ve cen the Power of Ordination itſelf, which is reckoned a Peculiar of 
he epiſcopal Office, the firſt Reformers and Founders of this Chureh derived- 
from the Kind, and exerciſed only as by Authority from him, and during 
his Pleaſure; 4+ Thus Cranmer Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Bonner Biſhop of 
% London, &. took out Commiſſions from the Crown, importing, thatbecauſe 
« the Vicegerent (Cromuell, a Lay-perſon) could not perſonally attend the 
Charge in all Parts of the Kingdom, the Kind authoriſes the Bibop in his 
(the King's) Stead, to ordain, within his Dioceſe, ſuch as he judged worthy, 
«of holy Orders; to collate to Benefices; to give Inſtitution ; and to, 
« execute all ather Parts of Epiſcopal Authority; and this during the 
« King's Pleaſure only ++. | | 
In conſequence of this SurzEMacy, the Kino or Qugen, of this Church 
hath Power to excommunicate from, or to re- admit into it, independent of, 
in direct Oppoſition to, all its Biß, and Clergy. The King or 
. may xevoke, if they pleaſe, any ſpiritual Cenſures of the Biſteps or 
Archbiſbots: yea, can ſuſpend, deprive, or even excommunicate, themſelves; 
n 4 | or 


— 4 — — — 


©*® Cor. vil. 6. + Matt. Will. 8. t Robeſ. . 
Matt. xxviii. 18. 19. ** 26 Hen. VIII. Cap. i. 37 Hen. VIII. 
ap. xvii. 1 Elia. Cap. i. Burnet's Hiſt. Reform. Part II. Col. 


p- 91. ++ Vid. Examination of the Codex Juris, Cc. Pag. 32, 33> 


1 15 1 ; 
or can, by their Proclamation only, without the leaſt Confeſſion, Humiliation; 
or Satisfaction for their Offence, pardon and reſlore excommunicated Perſons, 
the vileſt Offenders, to the Church's Boſom again F. | 

Yea, further; they have Power to forbid all Preaching for a Time; as did 

K. Her. VIII. K. Ear. VI. Q. Mary, Q. Eliz.----to limit, inſtruct, and 
reſcrible to the Clergy what they ſhall, and what they ſhall not preach ; as 
id Q Eliz. K. James I. K. Charles I. K. William, &c.----F inally, to the 

_ King or Queen our, does it pertain to declare «phat is HEREsT, and 
autheritatively to pronounce what Do#rines and T enets are, and what are not, 
to be cenſured as ſuch : Nor have all the B, and Clerg y, aſſembled in 
Convocation, the leaſt Authority to cenſure any 'Tenct as Herctical, if the 
Pzrxcg on the Throne refuſe his Conſent. 

Now here, Sir, I am preſſed with an i»/uperable Difficulty how to reconcile 
this Conſtitution of the Church of England with the Conſtituti on of the 
Church of Chrift. Are they not moſt indiſputably tvs different Societies, 
ſubje& to #3vo different, ſometimes ofpofite, Authorites, animated and governed 
by tere different Heads? In CnRISsT's Church, H1MSELF is the only Sovereign 
and Head; ux only hath Power to decree Ceremonies and Rites, to fix Terms 

of Communion and Authority in Points of Faith: Nor hath any earthly Princes 

Power to make Laws in Bi Kingdom, which ſhall bind the Conſciences of 
bis Subjects; or ſovereignly to dictate to , Servants and Miniſters what 
they ſhall believe, and what they ſhall preach. Yea, 5¹ Subjects are expreſsly 
commanded and charged to ,xeccive nothing as Dadiriue or Parts of Religion, 
which are only Commandments of Meu J. | 

But in the Church of England there is anoTutn Sovereign, Law-giver, 
SUPREME HEAD beſides Jzsvs.,Cursr ; an Aurhority which commands 
Things which Cuz Ir never commanded, which teaches Doctrines us never 
taught, which enjoins 'Terms of Communion, and Rites of religious Worſhip, 
which Cunalsr never enjoined.---- What now can I judge, Sir! What do yon 
yourſelf judge ! but that the /vo Churches are two diſtinct and guite different 
Societies (for in one and the ſame Society, ſurely there cannot be Two /upreme 
Heads) that they are framed after different Models, conſiſt of different Members, 
are governed by different Officers, Statutes and Laws,---Conſequently, my 
SEPARATION or Disszur from the one, does, by no Means infer my 
SEPARATION from the other. Vea, what am I to judge but that by the 
Allegiance I owe to CHRIST my ONLY ſupreme Head and King in ſpiritual 
Matters, I am eb/iged to enter my Proteſt againſt the Pretenſtons and Claims 
'of wy OTHER /upreme Head, For, can a Man ſerve two Maſters ? Can he 
be ſubject at the ſame Time to Two /upreme Heads Can he be faithful to 
CHRIST, the o KING in the Church, and yet acknowledge anther 
2 as a Fountain of all Magiſtracy and Power therein? Surely he cannot. 

Permit me, good Sir, to exerciſe your Patience a Moment or two more 
upon this remarkable Contraſt, and I will diſmiſs the ungrateful Subject. 

By the Conſtitution of the Church of Chriſt, tis expreiſly order d and de- 
Clared----That the Woman ſhall nat be. ſuffered publickly to teach, nor to uſurp 
Autherity over the Man +. But by the Conſiitution of the Church of England, 

the 


t 


A Parſen was deprived for Adultery ; afterwards a general Pardon came, 

, which oned the Adultery. It was adjudged that the Parſon was iffe 

0 Faclo, reſtored to his Benefce. Cors 6 Rep. 13. 

+ Matt. xv. 9. I Tim. ü. 12. N | 
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"the Nimm is 22 publickly-to teach, yea, to limit and controvl in 
'fpiritual and religious Matters, and authoritatively to i»/frud all the Bia, 
and Clergy, and Men in the Land. Thus did Queen Elizabeth, thus did 
_— Anne, and thus hath every Aue Authority to. do that fits upon our 

Throne; Authority to preſcribe and dictate to. all, both Miniſters and People, 
what the one are to preach, and the other to receive. And was it not, Sir, 
a very comely and edifying Sight, to behold the two Houſes of Convocation 
Waiting upon the good Q (Anne in the Caſe of I hiſton's Books upon the 


Trinity, to be inſtructed hy her Majeſty whether they were to be condemned 


as heretical, or not? that venerable and learned Body had ſolemnly decreed 
them to be dangerous and heretical ; but this their Cenſure was of no Force, 
till they had laid it before the Zucen, to have her Judgment upon the Point. 
Upon her Majeſty's Determination it entirely depended, whether Whiſton's 
Tenets were to be. rect by the Church of England as erroneous, or not. 
Her Majeſty, in this Caſe, was of a 4iFerext Opinion from her two Houſes 
of Convocation ; ſhe” thought not fit to cenſure the Books: So her /ing/e 
Opinion, ſtrange to relate! her g Opinion carries it againſt that of 

Bifhbeps and Clergy. She over-rules and ſets aſide a'] their Proceedings, re/trains. 


and cornterads them in one of the very chief of their paſtoral Functions, the 


guarding againft Errors and Hereſies in the Church. 

Bebold here, Sir, 4 Woman exereiſing ſpiritual eccleſiaſtical Authori 
over rbe Man! Yei, behold the Repreſentative of the Clergy of the whole 
Land, a moſt learned, grave and venerable 178 waiting upon a WoNAdax 
to learn from her Mouth, what the Church is to believe, and what to reject, 
as to this great Myſtery of Faith : Upon a Woman, who could be ſuppoſed: 
to know as little of this Matter as of the Motion of the Stars; yet, by her 

*fale Determination, (I repeat it with Aſtoniſnment, and you hear it, no 
doubt, with Perplexity and Grief) your Church was uncontroulably and 
authoritatively directed in this deep and myſterious Point. 
I aſk you, Sir, in the Nane of God, Is it the Conftitution and Frame 
of the Chara if CHRIST! Is it not à Conſtitution of a quite different 
Nature; a Society not DIVINELY, but Eumanly inſtituted; and therefore, 
by your un Definition, vor the Church of Chriſt ? And may not, . think 
vou, a Perſon ſeparate peaceably from it, without any the leaſt Danger of 
t aa ſeparating bimſelf from the one ſcriptural, apoſtolic, and catholic 
Church) | | 


When you ſtript the Pope of his SurzeMaAcy, and gave it to our Princes, 
"you ſhould have taken Care not to have left his InrattiniuITY behind. An. 
"infallible Head and Director of She Chur eh, be it Woman or Man, be it an He 
or a She-bifkep, is a Thing pla ſible enough, and carries a good Face: But, 
to lodge the abſolute Direction of the Conſciencen, the Faith and the Diſcipline 
"of the Church with a fallitle Head ! to give a Prince, yea a Lavy bred up 
in all the Softneſſes and Diverſions of a Court, an uncontroulable Dominion 
over the religious Conduct both of Clergy and Laity, authoritatively to. 


'Cnarsr !-to make ner the /o/e Judge in all Controverſies which ſhall ariſe 
upon any the moſt myſterious and inexplicable Points; ſo that all the Pri;fts 
are to oft Knowledge at HER Lips z and whatever fe Cetermines is to be received 
by the Church as Chri/iian Verity and Truth This is ſuch a Conſtitution as 
— | quite- 

| Anno 1711. | 
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quite ſhocks the Underſtanding, and comes not a whit behind Trayſub/eantiatinna . 
itſelf. Hence, doubtleſs, Sir, the Triumphs of Popicb Priefts over you] Hence 
their Inroads upon you, and the Thouſands they are continually carrying 
captive from your Tents ! And hence the fad Increaſe, -and the Inſults of 
Deifts, who taking the Scheme of the Church of England to be that of the 
Chriſtian Church, are authoriſed by common Senſe, they think, not only to 
reject, but to treat it with Contempt 

And now, Sir, having ſo largely diſcuſſed this Point, I preſume you are 
convinced, That this ſame peaceable Separation of ours is not, what you call 
« it, a Piece of arrant Nonſenſe and Contradifion ;” and that you will ceaſe 
to be ſo diſpleaſed at our treating your grave Lectures upon the heinous Sin 
of ScyisM, as ſolemn Cant and N 19-45 Scare-crows. You ſee, likewiſe, 
how extremely unapt, and quite wide of the Point, are the /avo [nffances you 
bring to illuſtrate our Caſe, viz. of a Wife ſeparating from the Bed and 
« Board of her Huſband--Or of two or three Counties diſliking a monarchial 
„Government, and throwing off their Allegiance to the King *”, Has the 
Church of England, Sir, any ſuch Power or Authority over «s Diſſenters, as 
the Huſband has over the Wife ? Pray who gave it that Authority ? Have we 
ever plighted it our Troth ? or bound ourſelves by a folemn Vow to honour 
and obey it to the End of our Life ?---Or have we ever ſworn Allegiance to 
My or do we owe it any Homage ; as the Counties have ſworn and do owe to 

King ? | | 

Amongſt the peculiar Excellencies of your Church you reckon « The Uſe 
„of the three Creed in publick Worſhip ; as one of the moſt effectual and 
«« powerful Means both for teaching and preſerving the Chriſtian Faith 
« entire and uncorrupt, which we have not in our Churches f.“ The Creed 
called the * we have in conſtant uſe amongſt us: And as for the 
two other, eſpecially the Athanafian, we are content you ſhould have the 
Honour of its being peculiar to yourſelves, But methinks, Sir, it ſhould a 
little check your Triumph over us here, to remember, that ſome of the 
wiſeſt and moſt illuſtrious Members of your Church, both Clergy and Laity, 
account the Uſe of this Creed your great Sin and Reproach, and with A. B. 
Tillotſon, *viſh you were well rid of it. 

What are you, Sir, amongſt the aweak and uncharitable Minds who damn 
to the Pit of Hell all who cannot receive all the dark and myfterious Points ſet 
forth in Creed ! Do you in your Conſcience think that there is xo 
SALVATION for thoſe cho do not faithfully believe the ſeveral Articles it 
contains; and that awhoſvever doth not keep whole and undefiled the Faith therein 
deli wer d, be ſhall wirnour bout periſh everlaſiingly What! the many 

t and worthy Perſons, bright Ornaments of your own Church, who 
inſtead of keeping it whole and undefiled, have openly diſavow'd, preach'd and 
wrote againſt it, dying in this Disbelief, have they without peradventure 
everlaſiingly periſh'd Alas! for the good Doctors, Clarke, Whitby, Burnet, &c. 
------For the illuſtrious Sir //aac, Sc. Cc. Yea, alas ! for the whole Greek 
Church, who have ſtrenuouſly rejected the Article of the Filiog;----They are 
gone down, it ſeems, to the inferna/ Pit ! And notwithſtanding their great 

owledge and Piety in this World, are, for not believing the A4thanafian 
| S Creed, 
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Creed, ſank into zVZXI AST iN DARKNESS and DAMNATION in the other! 
Do you wonder Deiſin prevails, if this be genuine Chriſtianity ? 

Tis a Fact, I preſume, indiſputable, that a great Part of the moſt learned 
and virtuous of your Clergy are departed from the 4thanafian Doctrine; and 
that thoſe of them who are not, do by no means think its Belief abſolutely 
and indiſpenſably neceſſary to Salvation. What now muſt @ Dei/t think, when 
he hears both the one and the other hirteen Times a Year, moſt ſolemnly 
declaring in the Preſence of Almighty Gop, and as Inſtructors of his People, 
that whocver will be ſaved, it is before all Things neceſſary that he hold the 
ATHANASIAN Faith ; and molt peremptorily denouncing EVERLASTING DAMNA- 
TION upon thoſe who do not believe it; that is, many of them denouncin 
DamxaTION upon. themſchves !-----Is this your © powerful and effetaal Means 
« of preſerving the Chriſtian Faith ?”-------I ſhould think it one of the /; 
effefual to ſubvert and deſtroy it. It has no doubt, been in Fact a great 
Stumbling-block in the Way of Infide/s and Fes, and harden'd them in their 
Oppoſition to the Religion of CnRISH, when they ſee it dooming to undoubted 
and everlaſting Perdition all who do not heartily and ſincerely believe (for 
that muſt be meant by fairb/fulh) theſe deep and myſterious Points, which 
we acknowledge to be inexplicable, and far above the Powers of Reaſon to 
comprehend. 

« But the Diſſenting Miniſters, you tell me, who have complied with the 
6 Terms of the Toleration, have ſolemnly ſubſcribed tbe VILIth Article which 
% approves the en Creed 5. Let Dr. Calam anſwer T. The 
% diſſenting Miniſters about the City, in a Body, gave in their Senſe of the 
« Articles when they ſubſcribed them, and among the reſt of this VIIIth 
« Article, in the Gloſs upon which, the damnatory Clauſes of this Creed are 

a_—_— excluded the Subſcription.---And there was ſomething of the ſame 
« Nature done in ſeveral Parts of the Country.” Now the Fathers and Pre- 
deceſſors of the preſent diſſenting Miniſters having made this public Proteſt 

and Declaration at their Subſcription, and the Legiſſature having accepted, or 
at leaſt not rejected it; under the Favour of hi; Proteſt their Succeſlors may 
be ſuppoſed now to ſubſcribe with the ſame Di/approbation of the damnatory 
Clauſe. If it were not to be thus taken, there is, I hope, not a Miniſter among 
us but would publickly diſown and renounce his Subſcription, 

I ſhould now proceed, Sir, to. the Examination of other Parts of your 
Letters, to ſhew the great In/uffciency of your Arguments and Objections; 
and to obſerve, that in many Inſtances, you have extremely miſtaken and 
given quite wrong Repreſentations of our religious Principles and PraQtice.--- 

Bat I relieve your Patiende at preſent.---If this Province be undertaken by no 
other Hand, you may in ſome Time, by divine Permiſſion, expect to hear 
farther from, 


Sir, 
Yaur wery humble Servant, 
A DirssxNTER, 


J Appendix, Poge 78. + Life of Mr. Baxter, Page 236. 


19 


| THE 
Diſſenting Gentleman's 
SECOND LETTER, @&c. 


48 | | 
5 IS with ſome Regret I in Vindication of my Diſſent, as it | 
will conſtrain me to ſay ſome Things, which may ſeem to be | 
diſreſpectful to eftablibed Forms of Worſhip. But S Defence is 
a Principle which generous Minds allow ſtrongly to operate. I highly 
reverence and. eſteem, and moſt heartily rejoice in the great Number of 
illuſtrious and excellent Perſons, both Clergy and Laity, which the Church 
of England can boaſt. Bat yet, as the preſent «fabli/s'd Forms were drawn | 
up when this Kingdom juſt emerg'd out of Popih Darkneſs ; and as in | 
Drawing them up, ſpecial Regard was had to the then Weakneſs of the | 
People, who could not be all at once entirely brought off from the old , 
Ceremonies and Forms: As there are ſeveral Parts of our Liturgy, and 0 
eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, which a great Number, I apprehend, if not all | 
our Biſhops and Clergy, wiſh to ſee alter d: And finally, as the Alteration 
of thoſe, and the Removing a few Things, acknowledg'd in themſelves to 
be mutable and indifferent, would heal the wnhappy Breach, and reſtore the 
chief Part of the Diſlenters to the Church.----Upon all theſe Accounts, I 
may be allow'd, I hope, with Freedom to make my Defence againſt your 
vigorous Attacks; and to repreſent my Objections, and the Grounds of 
my Diſſent, in as ſtrong a Light as I am able. 

The Part of a publick Monitor, and of my Iaſfructor in this Affair, which 
you have weluntarily taken on you, will allow me, as I go along, to put 
you in mind of a great Objection or two which Diſſenters are wont to urge, 
but which you have quite overlook'd, and to intreat you will direct me 
How to get over them. 

« We Letter-Writers, ſay you, have a Privilege of ſetting down our 
„Thoughts as they offer themſelves, without ſcrupulouſly adhering to 
«« ſtrict and cloſe Method “.“ his Privilege you have indeed with great 
Freedom taken: I ſhall therefore be indulg'd the ſame. | 

To begin then with your Defence of Sxonsors in Baptiſm. It is the 
Opinion of the Diſſentert, that when an fant is brought to be enter'd by 
Baptiſm into the Family or Church of Gop, and a folemn Faw and Engage- 
ment is to be made before the Church for its religious Education; that the 
PaxtexTs, whoſe Child it is, and to whom both Gop and Nature have 
committed its Education; that 7ho/e, I ſay, are the proper Perſons to ſtand * 
forth, and take upon them this great and important Truſt ; and 5 

themſclves 


——— 
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themſelves by a ge Fow faithfully to diſcharge it. Now our ObjeRions 
* 


to the Order and Practice of your Church are, | 
1. That in a very arbitrary and ſtrange Manner, without the leaſt Shad 
of Authority from Regſon or Scripture, or the ancient Pradice of the Church, 
you actually szT Aas1DE the Parents in this Solemnity ; and ron to them 
to ſtand forth, and take upon them this great Charge to which Gop hath 
called them. For your XXIXth Canon expreſyly commands, That no Parent 
Hail be urged to be prefint at his Child's Baptiſm,, nor BE ADMITTED to 
| anſwer as Godfather for Bis own Child. And, 
| 2. That you. require ather Perſons to appear in the Parents Stead, and to 
take upon them this important Truft, and moſt ſolemnly to promiſe before 
Gop, and the Church, the Performance of that, which few of them ever do, 
| or ever intended to perform ; or, perhaps, are ever capable of performing. 
| What now, Sir, is your Anfever to theſe Objedions of the Diſſenters? Why. 
| truly, the f, which is indeed the chizf, you very prudently ip over ; and 
| attempt not the leaſt Apology for /etting afide the Parents; ſo that you leave 
| us il to conſider this, as a Thing utterly indefenſible, unlawfal, abſurd, and 
| which will admit of no Excuſe. 
| But as to the /{cond, wiz. the ſolemn Vow and Obligation under which the 
Squretics lay themſelves, to this you largely 2 and tell me---< It is a 
* groſs Miſtake to imagine, that the Promiſes there made by the Surcties 
concerning the future Faith and Praftice of the Child, are made in their 
« gau N ne: As if they engaged thereby, that, when it is grown up, it ſhall 
actually believe all the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, ſhall renounce the 
Devil and all his Works, Sc. Whereas the Church conſiders theſe Anſwers, 
as the CuiLyn's Anſwers, only made by its Repreſentatives ; they contain 
* 1Ts Port of the baptiſmal Covenant or Contract; which, becauſe, by 
* Reaſon of its tender Age, it cannot % utter, is utter d by its Sureties---*.'* 
But if this be, Sir, a greſi Miſtake, the moſt celebrated of your own Writers 
have led us into it. The Sureties in Baptiſm, ſays your learned Dr. Nichols +, 
« religiouſly. EXGAGE for the Faith of the baptiſed ; that they SHALL ſincerely. 
* Believe all that is revealed in the Goſpel, and SHALL dire the ſubſequent 
* Aions of their Lives by. the Laws of Chrift.” A Cloud of Witneſſes, 1 
believe, can be brought from the Docter of your Church, whoſe judgment 
is the ſame, But no wonder the Learned differ in ſo myſterious a Point. ---- 
You go on ard affirm----< That the Sureties are, by the Church, conſidered. 
& in this Affair, no otherxvi/ſe than as the Mouth of the Child.---You ſee, Sir, 
here are vo Promiſes xo Engagements which any beſides the CH are ſup- 
& poſed to enter into, and to be bound by. Read over the Office of publick 
Baptiſen, you will not find, I aſſure you, any Promiſes or Stipulations at 
« all made by the Suretics in their own Name: I mean any that are explicit 5.“ 
But this Account of the Matter appears to me extremely dark; and rather 
greatly to ſtrengthen than remove our Ol jections. For, 

Fir/t, It repreſents the Church as acting a very extraordinary and unac- 
countable Part; wiz. as receiving @ Child to Baptiſm, on A count of iT3 
own Faith, and Ts own Promiſe, utter d by its Sureties ; when, at the ſame 
time, it knows, the Chi/d neither does nor can, either promiſe or believe any 
more than the Font at which tis baptized. It conſiders the Child as acTuaiLY 


covenanting 


by 


Lett. I. p. 31. + Nichols's Defence, &c. Part, II. p. 273. 
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twothanting and contracting, yea, as the onLY covenanting and contracting 
Party in this Solemnity, when it knows it to be abſolutely incapable of either. 
It repreſents the Church as very ſolemn!y aſking the CurLD---Deft thou believe Þ 
I Wile theu be baptized? Doft thou forſake the Devil] &c. When it is fully 
perſuaded” of its utter Hrability to believe, or reſolve, or will any Thing 
about it. Now when @ Dei ſtands by, and ſees a learned and grave Divine 
thus aſking, and talking, and covenanting with @ Child, can you wonder, 
Sir, if he ſmiles, and merrily treats the whole Tranſaction as a Jeſt ? 
% The Anſwers, you ſay, are confidered by the Church as only the Anſwers 
« of the Child, and contain 1Ts Part of the baptiſmal Covenant ; which becauſe, 
« by Reaſon of its tender Age, it cannot itſelf utter, is to be uttered by its Sureties: 
That is to ſay, the Child 7, but cannot peak : It really covenants, contracte, 
83 but not being able by Reaſon of its tender Age to utter its good 

ntentions, theſe Sureties are its Mouth to utter them for it. But why, good 
Sir, its Mouth to ſpeak for it; and not its Underſtanding alſo to think for it; 
its Will to promiſe for it; and indeed its Sul, and its very /e/f, to covenant 
and contract for it ? Is not the Child, by Reaſon of its tender Age, as ab- 
ſolutely incapable of Cœwenanting, as tis of Uttcring ; of Contracting, as tis 
of Speakifgg ? If the Surety . does one of theſe good Offices for it, he 
undoubtgdly does the other alſo; But, 

Secondly. If there be, as you ſay, no Promiſes xoR Engagements which 
any beſides the Child are ſuppoſed to enter into, or to be bound by ; the Conſe- 

- quence is extreamly plain, that then there are no Promiſes nor Engagements 

entered into at all, for its religious Education. For the Child ſurely, does 
not engage for its caun religious Education. If the Sureties therefore do not 
enter into any Promiſe of this Kind, it evidently follows, that there are no 
expreſs Engagements entered into by any for the Child's Education. And 
thus, behold, your boaſted deuble Security, turns out at laſt no Security at all! 
But, a Surety not bound ! a Spenſor promiſing nothing ! a Security unengaged 
This is Language, Sir, in the mercantile, whatever it may be in the chalaſtic 
Way of Life, abſolutely unintelligible. And to retort your own Inſtance ; 
my Lawyer I ſhould think a very wrong-headed Man, who ſhould pretend 
to lend my Money upon a dorble Security, and make a Merit of ſo doing, 
when at the ſame Time he confeſſed, there were no Promiſes, nor Engagements, 
by which either of the Securities were explicitly bound. © 

To be plain, Sir; as for this Buſineſs of @ Child's believing, promiſing, 
covenanting by Repreſentative or Proxy, J cannot but think a Gentleman of 
your Penetration, will eaſily perceive it be a Thing abſolutely inexplicable, 
impoſſible, and abſurd ; a Thing utterly repugnant to Reaſon and common 
Senſe, and without the leaſt Shadow of Foundation in the Chriſtian Religion. 
For if by the Conſtitution of the Goſpel Covenant, a Child may believe by 
Proxy, repent by Proxy, vcab, promiſe, and contract by Proxy, he may alſo, 
no doubt, be ſaved by Proxy, or be damned by Proxy. But, into what a. 

Jeſt will this turn the Religon of Chrit? 

As for the Antiquity of this Practice, Sponſors in Baptiſm, you have the good 
Senſe and Ingenuity not to pretend it was ever known, or ſo much as thought 
of, in the primitive apc/te/ic Church. Tertullian, who lived about Anno. Dem. 
200. is the 4, I apprehend, of all Chriſtian Writers, that makes any mention 
of them. Nor docs it at all follow from what he ſays, that theſe Spon/ors 
were any other than he Parents of the Child. Jain Martyr, who wrote fifty 
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Vears before him, when he particularly deſcribes the Method and Form of 
Chriſtian Baptiſm in his Days, ſays not a fengle Word of any ſuch Perſons . 

But we learn from St. Auſtin, about the Year 390 (one of the earlieſt of 
Chriſtian Writers, in which any mention of them is found) when, and upon 
<-bat Occaſion, theſe Spon/ors were admitted. ** reat many, ſays he, 
are offered to Baptiſm, not by their Parents, but by others; as [nfart- 
Slaves are ſometimes offered by their Maſters. And ſometimes when the 
« Parents are dead, the Infants are baptized, being offered by any, who can 
*« afford to ſhew this Compaſhon to them. And ſometimes Infants whom 
their Parents have cruelly expoſed, to be brought up by thoſe who light 
on them, are now and then taken up by the holy Virgins, and offered to 
« Baptiſm by them who have no Children of their own, nor deſign to have 
« any.”----Theſe are Auſtia's words. Obſerve now Dr. Vallis I ingenious 
Confeſſion on them (and the good Doctor you know, Sir, was never partial 
in Favour of Diſſenters, but a ſevere Remarker on them :) “ Here wwe ſee 
« the ordinary U/e then was for Parents to anſwer for the Children : But yet 
« that this was not ccunted ſo neceſſary, as that a Child could not be baptized 
« auithout it.” 

Hence then it is plain, that Parents never were . * when they were 
capable and willing to offer their Children; and that only in Caſes of Parents 
Incapacity, were Spegſers admitted: And in all /ach Cafes, Dillenters , alſo 
uſe them. Why now, I beſeech you, Sir, in Defiance of this acknowledged 
Uſage and Practice of the ancient Church, as well as of common S:ex/e, docs 
your Church ſeverely decree, © That xo ParenT Hall be urged to be preSENT 
« at his Child's Beptiſm, nor be apvITTED to anſwer, as Gedfathr for it!?“ 
What ! would the Parents ſtanding forth together with the Sponſors, and 

romiling jeintly with them, at all drtra# from this Solemnity, or render 
it {fs effettual, to ſecure the Child's religious Education ? It is moſt evident 
it would not, and that yout Practice in this Point is undoubtedly an hno- 
vation; an unreaſonable, abſurd, and arbitrary Dewzaticn from the Uſage 
and Inſtitution of the primitive afa/fo/ic Church; an Abjurdit; very general 
acknowledged, and complained of, by the Members of your Church, though 
not attempted to be reformed. 

„But by this Jaſlitutian of Godfathers and Godmothers, you ſay, your 
„* Church affords its Members ſome great and ppecial Advantage towards 
« growing in Grace and Goodneſs, above what are found amongſt us.“ 
and you. tell me, you lay a great Streſs upon it, as a w/e, an / ful, 
* and xcce/ary Inflitution $.”----But did you not conſider, Sir, that yon 
were here highly refefing upon the Wiſdom and Goodneſs, not of the holy 
Apoſtles only, but of your great Law-giver Jes us Cyr1sT? Theſe srectar, 
ApdvanTaces for-Grewth in Goodneſs and Helin ſi, how came it to pals that 
the great Faznders of the Chrifiian Church never happened to think of chem? 
You do not pretend i? to be an Inflitution of Jesus CyrisT's, and yet are 
not afraid to call it a wiſe, an zzſiſful, and even a nEcessary Inſtitution. 
Strange | that Custsx, in whom were hid all the Treaſurcs of Wiſdom, and 
who loved the Church ſo as to /ay dewn his Life fer it, ſhould not knew 
this Inflitution to be ſo gþecially advantageens to the growing Gocdneſs of 
his Church; or that knowing it to be fo, he ſhould u it it; — 

that 


-* Vid: Lord King's Enquiry, Part II. p. 67, $8. + Fpiſt. ad Boniſac. 
Fus. Inf. Pap. Vol. I. p. 196. Lett. I. p. 58, 59. 
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that we are obliged to the ſuperior Wiſdom and Goodneſs of after Ages for 
ſupplying this Defect. It has uſually been thought, that 7he Apaſtles declared 
the wHoLE Council of Gop ; and kept back Nothing from the Church which 
«vas profitable to it; and that rhe Scriptures are a perfect Rule; but this, it 
ſeems, is not true; you have diſcover'd it, Sir, to be not true: For here you 
ſhew us a wiſe, an «/cful, and a neces3arY In/titution, which they really 
kept back ; and which had it not been for the Sagacity of their Succeſſors, 
the Church had been ſo unhappy as never to have known. Into what 
Mazes Men plunge themſelves, when they deviate from the Truth ! 
Of the ſame Temerity you are guilty, Sir, when treating of another Inſlitution 
of your Church, Coxriauariox, and glorying over us in, its Want. 
« Another Adminiſtration of our Church is Confirmation; this you know 
« you have wholly diſcarded : And ſurely you will be obliged to acknowledge 
« you have loſt thereby a wery great Advantage----greatly conducive to future 
« Holineſs of Life ft” Yes, Sir, this we will freely own, when you alſo 
will acknowledge, that you are awi/er than the Apoſtles ; and can better judge 
what is conducive to Holineſs, and for the Advantage of the Church, than its 
great Law-giver Jesus CyrisT. Had this Ceremony of Confirmation been 
really of great Advantage, and conducive to Holineſs, it is very ſtrange that 
neither Cuz1sT, nor his A4po//rs, ſhould have ordained it. That it is an 
apoſtolic Inſtitution, you have not ſo much as artempted to prove; unleſs 
Calvin's Conjecture muſt be admitted as Proof. 

The Text uſually urg'd for it, (4s viii. 14.) I preſume you are fully 
ſenſible has no eight. Peter's and John's going down to Samaria to pray, 
and /ay their Hands on thoſe whom Philip had baptiſed, is, ſurely, no Precedent, 
no Direction, no Inſtitution nor Command for our Biſhops to do likewiſe. 
For the End for which the Apeſiles did it, tis expreſsly ſaid (ver. 15, 17.) 
was, that they might receive the HoLy GrosT, 7. c. its miraculous Gifts; 
and they pray'd fer them, and laid thiir Hands on them, and they received 
the HoLy GHosT. That it was his miraculous Gifts (ſuch as propheſying, 
ſpeaking with Tongues, &c.) to form them into a. Church, cannot be 

pute ; becauſe, they were ſomething ci, and obvious to Senſe; 
ſomething which ſtruck the Wonder and Ambition of the wicked Sorcerer; 
for 'tis ſaid,-<vben Simon SA that thro' Laying on of the Apoſtles Hands the 
HoLy Guosr was given, he effered them Moncy.----Befides, as Dr. Whitby 
juſtly obſerves, if they laid not their Hands on a who were baptiſed, it 
makes nothing for Confirmation ; if they did, then Simon Magus alſo was 
confirmed, and received the Holy Get: which you will by no Means admit. 

It was to give then to the newly baptiſed Convetts at Samaria the mira- 
culous Gifts of the Holy Ghof?, that Peter and John went and laid their Hands 
on them. But do ovr Bi/bops, Sir, pretend that, by their Praying and Laying 
on of Hands, the HoLy Gnosr i given? Do they not diſclaim any Powers 
of this kind ? Secing then they e no Pretenſions to the End, why with 
fuch Solemnity do we ſee them practiſing the Means ? Might they not as well 
ſtretch themſelves upon the dead Body of a Child, in Imitation of Ei; or, 
make Ointment with Spittle for the Cure of the Blind, in Imitation of our 
Saviour ; or, anoint the Sick with Oil, in Imitation of the apoſtolic Elders ; 
. as pray and lay their Hands on thoſe who were baptiſed, in Imitation of 
Peter and Jobn, who did this to the Samaritan Converts oxLY, that they 
might receive the miraculous Gifts and Powers of the Holy Gl? 
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* As for the open and ſolemn Renewal of the baptiſmal Covenant before 
« Gop and many Witneſſes, which, you ſay, baptiſed Perſons ought to 
% make, when they come to Years of Diſcretion :'* This they make with 
us, in the ether Sacrament of the Supper; which Chri/t himſelf has appointed, 
and which is the oz/y Inſtitution his Wiſdom has thought fit to appoint, for 


this +7 tA 

But if you will ſuffer me to deat freely, Sir, this Ceremony of Confirmation, 
as 'tis at preſent appointed and prattiſed in your Church, to mo appears ſo 
far from being greatly conducive to Holineſs of Life, as that I wiſh it may not 
be conducive to a quite different, and a very noxious Effect; even to cheri/h 
in Men's Minds a preſumptuous and falſe Hope; and to delude them into wren 
Notions as to the Safety of their State, and as to the Terms of Acceptance and 
Favour with Gop. 

By the Order of your Commen-Prayer, © ALL Perſons baptiſed, when they 
% come to competent Tears, and art able to ſay the Lord's Prayer, Creed, and Jen 
% Commandments, and the Anſwers of the ſhort Catechiſm, are to be brought to 
Confirmation.“ The Biſhop having aſked, *« Whether they renew the 
« folemn Promiſe and Vow which was made in their Names in Baptiſm,” &c. 
Upon their Anſwer, «ve do, proceeds hereupon to declare in the moſt ſolemn 
manner, even in an Adzre/5 to Gon himſelf, that he has wouchſafed to regene- 
rate thſe his Servants by Water and the HoLy-GnosT (note: not by Water 
only, but alſo by the HoLY-Gonsr) and to give them the Forgiveneſs 4 ALL 
THEIR Sixs: and laying his Hand upon the Head of each particular Perſon, 
He cerTIFLES him by that Sign of Go Favour and gracious Goodricſs toward; 

m. | 
I pray you, Sir, in the Name of Gop, inform me, what Warrant has /he 
Biſhep to pronounce a Man's Sins ALL forgiven, and himſelf regenerated by the 
Hor y-GaosT, upon no other Grounds than his being able to ſay the ſhort 
Catechiſm, and declaring that he ſtands by his baptiſmal Engagements? Will 
you ſay that this is the Chri/tian Doctrine concerning the Terms of Acceptance 
and Forgiveneſs with God ? Are good Vows and Reſolutions, declared in 
the Church, infallible or proper Proofs of a Regeneration by the Holy Gheft ? 
Is a Man's profe/ing that he repents, and promiſing that he will live godly, that 
actual Repentance and Amendment of Life which a/one can enſure the divine Par- 
don and Favour ? Are there not Multitudes who cal//CurrsT their Lorp, 
and publickly profeſs to ſtand by their baptiſmal Covenant, whom yet he 
will reject with Abhorrence at laſt? You will inform me then, Sir, how 
his Lord/ip, upon this meer Profeſſion and Promiſe, preſume; to declare to 
Almighty Gov, and to assung the Perſon, that he is regenerated, forgiven, 
and without all Peradventure in a State of Favour with Heaven! 

The Expreſſions, you muſt acknowledge, are couch'd in abſolute and 
Nrong Terms: nor do I find that there is any Intimation, that their Forgive- 
neſs depends upon their Care to 4-ep and to /ive up to, their bdaptiſmal En- 
gagements. No; but tho' their g, Life hath hitherto been ſcandalouſly 
corrupt; yet upon their being able to /ay the Lord's Prayer, &c. the Biſhop 
ſolemnly pronounces a moſt ab/elute Parden over them; appeals to A/mighty 
Gop that he hath forgiven them all their Sins; and leſt this ſhould be too 
little to fatisfy the dault ing Sinner, and quaſh his upbraicing Conſcience, He 
lays his Hand upon his Head, and ctrTIFIEs him by THAT Sic of God's 
Fawenr and Gootnes to him. | | ou 
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This Biſhep, Sir, the Multitudes, who come to be confirm'd, are taught te 
conſider as an Ambaſ/ador of CMRIST, a Suecrfor of the Apoille's, and a ſpecial 
Miniſter if Gop: When they hear then, this /acred Perſon, to ſolemnly declar- 
ing that they are fully juſtified, pardoned, and regenerated by the H:/;-Ghoſt, 
can you blame them if they lelieve it? and reſt ſatisfied that their Souls are 
in a /afe and happy State? And as full Remiſſion of Sins, and the Favour of 
Gop, are to be had on ſuch e Terms; can you wonder, ſhould you fee 
thouſands cagerly flocking from all Quarters to accept it? Or that Perſons of 
very vile and proſligate Characters ſhould often thruſt themſelves in to partake” 
of this Benefit; and be ſeen receiving upon their Knees ꝙiſcapal Abſolution, 
and /olemn Aſſurances of God's Favour and Grace? 

You know the Aptneſs of Mankind, Sir, to deceive themſelves with fa/k 
Hepes ; and to ſubſtitute good Purpoſes, Profeſſions, and Vows in the Place 
of real Repentance and Amendment of Liſe ; and you know this, Sir, (and 
have no doubt often declared it from your Pulpit) to be one of the chief 
Hindrances of Men's becoming truly good. Now ſhould your Office for Con- 
Jirmation be found thus powerfully and direcily tending to cheri/o thele falſe 
Hopes; you muſt excuſe me if I then ſhould think / ſo far from conducing to 
Holineſs of Life, as that in my Conſcience I ſhould believe it to be rather 
MT OBSTRUCTIVE to it; and extremely delufive and injurious to the Souls 
of Men. | 

Let me further aſk you, Sir, on this Head---Is it any Breach of Charity, to 
ſuppoſe that amongſt the v Crowds which preſent themſelves on ſuch Oc- 

ons, there are often many, whom Gop, who knows their Hearts, knows 

to be Perſons of a corrupt and wicked Mind, and to be ſtill under the Power 

and Tyranny of Sin? Can the good Bifop himſelf, in any Judgment of 
Charity, inppor there are not /ome ſuch amongſt the Thouſands he confirms? 

Candidl idly tell me then, Sir, upon what Grounds he ab/olutely and without 
Reſerve, declares to the eternal God concerning them ALL, that he hath fully 

forgiven theſe bis Servants, when God at that Time knows many of them of 
to be his Servants, and that he hath not at all forgiven them? Or, lays his 

Hand on each individual Perſon to aflure him of God's Fawour, and of his 
Regeneration by the HoLy-GnosT ; when, in Truth, ſome of thoſe he thus 

aſſures are abſolute and entire Strangers to the renewing Influences of Gop's 
Spirit, and faſt bound in their Sins? To me, Sir, I aſſure, you, this appears, 

do not ſay a very ſhocking, but I muſt ſay a very unaccountable Solemnity z 
and ſhould be glad to know how to reconcile it to the Rewverence you owe to 

God; or to the Faithfulneſs and Charity due to the Seuls of Men. 1 

Near akin to 2¹ but of a yet more obnoxious Nature, is another, Office 
of your Common-Prayer. The Abſeluticn of the Sick. To this you know, 
Sir, 4 have always ſtrongly objected, as too much reſembling the 
Jolemn Tricks of the Church of Rome; by which they pretend to fend Men 
to Heaven, without real Amendment and Holineſs of Life. But this you 
very prudently paſs over in perfe# Silence; for what indeed could fo ingenious | 
an Advocate offer, on ſo extremely abſurd and indefenſible a Point? 1 

Being come to the /ich Per/on, (no Matter what or how wicked his former 
Life hath been) the Priel is directed, after fome pious Exhortations, to 
examine ¶ herber he believes the Articles of the Apaſiles Creed ; and truly 
< repent him of his Sins ; and be in Charity with all the World: And to move. 
Au to make a ſpecial Confeſſion of 2 Sins, if he feels his Conſcience 8 
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ub any wueighty Matters.” After which Confeſſion, the Prieſt is order'd 


to ABSOLVE him (if he humbly and heartily defire it) after this fort. 

Our Lorp Jssus CHRET, who hath left Power to his Church to abſolve 
all Sinners avho truly repent and believe in him, of his great Mercy forgive thee 
thine Offences : And by the AuTroriTY committed to Mk, I ABSOLVI thee 
2 THY Sins, in the Name of the Farnts, and of the Sou, and of the 

oLY-GrosT. Amen. | 

The Form 1s extreamly ſolemn, Sir, and the Matter of the laſt Importance, 
You had need therefore be ſure you go upon good Grounds, left you be found 
to trifle wi h the Name of Gov, and in Things of everlafiing Moment, ad 
to acquit thoſe whom he abhors. Permit me, Sir, in this great Name, an." 
before the World, to demand of you, | 

1. What Church is it, and awhere is the Church fodnd, to whom Cnr 1sT 
has left this high Authority and Power? Is it the Church of England, the 
Church of Scotland, the Church of France, or the Church of Rome ? Do you 
here mean by the Church, what your XIXth Article hath defined it, wiz. The 
Congregation of the Faithful ?-----Or, do you underſtand it as in your XXth- 
Article, where 7 is ſaid to have Power to decree Rites, and Authority in Matters 
of Faith ? If ſo, I have ſhewn in my former Letter, that the Church is no 
other than the Ming and Parliament of theſe Realms. Fhe King, indeed, has 
Power to. abſolve all manner of Sinners, penitent or not penitent ; and by 
a ſingle 42 of Grace, to'vacate and ſet afide the Cenſures and Excommunica- 
tions of all the Bicheps, Archbi/heps, and Clergy of the Land, and to reſtore 


the Offender to the Church's Boſom again. To ache, not in Foro Gt 


only, but in Foro Ecclifre ; not in the State only, but alſo in the Church. 
But whether the Kings or Queens of England do this by Authority derived to 
them from-CurzisT ! Whether that Church of which THEY are declared the 
ſepreme Heads, be the Charch to whom this high Power is given, And whe- 
ther THEY, as Heads of it have not this Power dwelling capitally, fupremely, 
and principally in them; ſo as that, what TE lcofe on Barth, is as certai ily. 
looſed in Heaven, as any Thing that is /ogſed by any inferior Members who 
officiate in- the Church under them-----Thefe, Sir, are high Points, which 
without your Afliftance, I ſhall not preſume to-ſettle. Be ſo good, Sir, as to 
let us know, wHaT CHURCH pn Enrth it is, to whom Cuxisr hath ns gw 
this important AUTHORITY 3: and WHERE the Charter or Grant is fo by 
which he gave it the Commiſſion ? But : Ry 

2. That Cnalsr hath given, can give, no ſuch Avthority to fallible uninſpired 
Men, I ſhould think abſolutely out of doubt. Becauſe if he hath given Power 


td any AUTHORITATIVELY #0 abfolve thoſe who are truly penitent, he muſt 


alſo have given them Poxcer ro 'xxow, who are truly penitent. Elſe tis 
a Power to do nothing, for till they te them to be truly penitent (i. c. till 
they can arch their Hearti) they cannot axtboritatively abſolve them : But 
if they cannot do- it till then, they cannot do it ar all. Befides, 

3. If the Prieft has really from Cus tor this Authority and Power, the 
Manme in which he is here ordered to apply it, is moſt ceftainly avrong. For 
upon the Sinner's cg his Faults, and prefeſing his Faith and ſincere 
Repentance, the Prieſt 1s ordered moſt ſolemnly and authoritatively to abſolve 
him. But are any Promiſes or Profeſions which a Sinner makes in that 
Diftreſs, a proper Ground for ſuch an abſolute authoritative Abſolution ? Are 
not the moſt profligate, when Death is thought to approach, wont to feel 
their Conſcience troubled with many weighty Matters, ready to confeſs ron 
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1 1 
Lins, to expreſs the deepeſt Remorſe, and to vow Amendment if ſpared ? 
But when the Danger is paſt, is there one of a Thouſand that remembers his 
Vows, and that returns not to his Sins with as keen an Appetite as ever? 
Do not you, Gentlemen of the Clergy, loudly complain of this, when you 
to preſent Repentance, and warn us not to truſt to the Sorrows of a 
Sick Bed? But notwithſtanding all this, when the fi Sinner ſends for you, 
confeſſes his Sins, profeſſes Repentance, and defires Abſolution, you are di- 
rected and required with all poſſible Solemnity, even i» the Name of the 
FaTatr, Sox, and Holy GrosT, authoritatively to abſalue him from ALL 
his Crimes, how many or great ſoever they _ been, and. to declare him 
given. Strange! That you can preſume in the Name of the facred 
9 to ASSURE A Man that he i ab/okved from all his Sins, — the 
ſame Time you u yourſelves xoT su that he is abſolved ! Yea, when 
the only Grounds of your doing it, are but the ſame Signs of Repentance which 
a thouſand Sinners give, who are nevertheleſs held fait under the Power and 
Guilt of Sin! What would you call that Man, Sir, who in a Court of hu- 
man Judicature; ſhould oft ſolemnly affirm, and declare in the Name of Go, 
an important Fa to be done, which yet at the ſame Time he is not ſure is 
done; or who ſhould call Heaven to witneſs to the certainty of that, which 
he is not at all certain of? But is it leſs dangerous, or leſs reproachful, thus 
to trifle and collude in eternal Things than in temporal ; in the Court of 
Almighty Gov, than in that of the King ? 
I cannot ſay, Sir, in what Light you view this Order of your Church, nor 
what Obedience you pay it, but am humbly of Opinion, that 'tis this training 
the ;/acerdotal Character, which has ſunk it into ſome Contempt; and that 
if it continues thus frained, lower, much lower, 'twill continue to fink. For 
when Men ſee you-claiming from Gop, azufi/ and high Powers, which they 
are ſure Gop has never given you; and hear you with great Solemnity 
authoritatively abſolying in the Name of the Holy Trinity 5; when at the ſame © 
Time they know the Holy Trinity never gave you any Authority ſo to do, how 
natural is it for them to deride the prie/tly Character on which theſe Claims 
are founded, and to treat your other Offices with Ridicule and Diſreſpe& ? 
And now, Sir, having preſented yoy with ſome of the true Grounds of our 
diſſent, many of which you have not at all, and the reſt but ſlightly touched, 
in your three long Letters, I proceed to your Attempts to reed back our 
own Pleas and Objections upon ourſelves, and to prove us „condemned. 
Here you complain----** that you walk almoſt without Light----that out 
« Churches are ſo ſecret in all their Ways, that there is ſcarce any knowin 
« what they are that you muſt grope and feel for them as in the Dark---- 
and that you are ſomething like one fighting with a Ghoſt “.“ This ſeerns, 
indeed, a very juſt Deſcription of your Caſe, for you me miſrepreſent . 
both our Principles and our Practice. But the Blame of this Darkneſs, Sir, 
be wholly to yourſelf. Are not our Churches open ? Our Prayers, our 
Sermons, our Sacraments and Ordinations performed in View of the World,, 
that whoever pleaſes may come and ſee our Manner in them? 
But © we have no common Rules of Diſcipline and Worſhip, by which 
«« we hold ourſelves obliged to walk; at leaſt none made public and laid 
« before the World, for your Examination and Diſcuſſion +.” Yes, Sir, we 
have an excellent common RvLe of Diſcipline and Worſhip, by which all our 
Churches hold themſelues obliged to walk, even the ſame which CuRIST 7 , 
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28 
Ii Atofiles, the great Founders of the Ch. if ian Church, originally drew up: 
Fubliſhed, and eftabliſhed for it; and which they left as a common Rule, the 
ONLY common Rule, and a PzRFECT common Rule, for the Uſe of all future 
es, <iz,' the HOLY SCRIPTURES : This therefore you may diſcuſs - 
with all the Freedom you pleaſe. 

But to deſcend to-ſoine of the many Inſtances in-which you much miſrepreſent 
us. Your very great Miſtake, as to our impoſiong $1TTING at the Lord tſupper, 
I have ſhewn in my former Letter. You farther affirm---< That it is generally 
„held amongft us, that the Sacrament is for none but perfe# and conſummate- 
« Chriſtians, ſuch as can give a particular Account of their Converſion v. 
Here you walt, Sir, without Light. There is not a fingle Church, I am 
perſuaded, amongſt enters in the whole Kingdom, hardly a ſingle Perſon, . 
who hath this Notion ot the Sacrament. We univerſally hold, that every. 
ſincere Chriſtian has a Right to the Lord"s-Table. 

As to the Duty of Faſting, you ſay, if you are not mightily deceived, 
it is thrown away amongſt us. Vou have not met with any Sermons or 
«« 'Treatifes of our Miniſters, ſhewing the Obligations, woo preſſing its 
Practice upon the People; nor have you ever heard of its being practiſed, 
even by the ſtricteſt and devouteſt amongſt us +.” You are mightily deceived, 
Sir, a great deal co mightily, for one who ſets up for ſo ſevere a Cenſor of his 
Brethren. . Amongſt many others, I refer you only to a moſt excellent Diſ- 
courſe on Faſting, in Bennet's Chriſtian Oratory, Vol. II. which I am fure 
ou cannot read without admiring it, bluſhing, and condemning your. own 


emerity. 


You are pleaſed to give us alſo a very grave and ſevere Reprehenſion for 
Standing, and not Kneeling at our publick Prayers; and fay, It is little leſs 
than impeſed upon our People, inſomuch that ſhould any one prefiamce to kneel 
in our Churches, we! ſhould certainly cenſure and condemn him for it 
That your Church has as good Right to impoſe. Kneeling in the public Worſhip- 
upon her Members, as Diſenters have to impoſe it upon their Children 
«« Servants in their Family Devotions 4.----And that we auwars prattiſe it 
« in private ||.” You are extreamly unhappy, Sir, in your Intelligence about 
this frange People, wham you have taken upon you to reprebend. How came 
you to know, what their Poſture of Worſhip always is in pxIvare? Have they 
taken you into their C/o/ets.? For my on Part, I pretend not to have been 
much with them at their ſecretDevotions, and therefore will not pronounce with 
ſach Affuerances as. you do upon the Point; but am-very ſtrongly perſuaded 
they. practice warion/l in this Matter, and do not akways kneel. in 

As to their Families and Churches, tho I have been preſent at Prayers in 
a great Number of both, (which you, I preſume, Sir, never have been) I 
aſture you, I never once ſaw nor heard any Thing like the Iprfitions you 
mention. In their Family Devotions ſome land, and ſome. Incel, according 
as their Inclination and Convenience ſerves. And in their public Aſſemblies 
many kneel at Prayer, I believe, the whole Kingdom over, without it ever 
entering into the I houghts of their Fellow-Worfhippers, to take the leaſt Offence 

r | 


You tell me you can name a conſiderable Congregation amongſt us, 
« which is greatly ſcandalized - and has taken a great and general Offence,. 
„% a 
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e at one of its Members kneeling at public Prayer *.” But as in many 
other Points, Sir, tis very notorious you have been i// ſerved by your Lrformers, 
as to our Cuſtoms and Worſhip; you mult give me leave to think, that they 
have here alſo made too free with your Credulity, That we haye weak Bre- 
thren amongſt us, and thoſe not a few, I am very ready to own. But a 
Congregation, a conſiderable Congregation too, ſo weak as to take a great 
and gencral Offence at ſuch a Trifle as this]! You muſt excuſe me, if I cannot 
eaſily admit it. I think you will do ſuſtice, Sir, to name the Congregation, that 
it may either purge itſelf. of the Reproach, or ſtand corrected before the World, 
for its unchriſtian and impoſing Temper ; and learn to act more conſiſtent with 
that Liberty and Right of private Judgment, which as Difenters they profeſs. 
No, Sir, Difjenters are not for binding, where Gop has 4% free. They are 
our Brethren of another Church, who think themſelves capable of mending 
CarsT's Irſiitutions ; and not content to uſe them in the plainneſs and fimplicity 
in which pwiszs Wisbom left them, muſt. needs embelliſb and improve them 
by Additions of their own. | | 
Theſe Ad/itions of your own, for Inſtance, xx ELIN -at public Prayers, 
you are ſo ſurprizingly /anguin- as to repreſent as, a great Improvement 
« of public Worſhip, and as adding a natural Splendor and Beauty to it---that 
« our Worſhip is debaſed for Want of it---that kneeling is a more humble and 
« honourable Poſture uc more expreſſive of our profound Reverence of. 
„ Gop.--And the humble Poſture of 4reeling, NatTurE itſelf fo plainly 
« dictates, and ſo powerfully prompts us to, that a Man, if he were left to 
« himſelf, whenever----he makes his Requeſts known to God, will hardly 
«doit in any other----unlefs when ſome affe#ed Reſtraint is laid upon him. 4 
How towering a Flight ! You do not pretend to ſay, that either Caisr or 
his Apoſiles, ever enjoined, or conſtantly, or moſtly, % xNeELING at public 
Prayer; you mention ſeveral Inſtances from Scripture, where 8TANDING Was. 
the Poſture of ſome of the e ſolemn Addreſſes to 4/mighty Gop----Abrabam 
$TOOD before the Lord t, when he offered up that humble Interceſſion for 
Sodom. Of the Levites and all the Priefts, tis particularly recorded, that 
they food wp ; and all the People are alſo. called upon to fand up, and bleſs 
the Lord their Gov, in that ſolemn Addreſs to Heaven, Nehem. ix. 2, 3, 4, 5: 
An Addreſs of deep Humiliation, Confeſſion, Deprecation, and Covenanting 
with Gop, one of the mt ſolemn that ſtands upon ſacred Record; tis here 
no. leſs. than four ſeveral Times expreſly mentioned, that sTAaxnDiNG was the 
Paſture in which their Worſhip was offered up. Meſes and Samuel are repre- 
ſented as 8TANDING before Gop, when making their moſt humble and im- 
rtunate Iuterceſſions with him, Jer. xv. 1. When our Saviour'in his 
arable repreſents two Men praying in the Temple, $TANDING is the Poſture in 
which he deſcribes them, Luke xvili. 10, 11, Vea, himſelf in expreſs Words 
has, if not actually injoined, yet moſt fully declared his Approbation of this 
Geſture, Mark xi. 25. When ye $TAnD praying. forgive, Finally, when 
the primitive Chriſtians, it is acknowledged on all Hands, every Lord's Day, 
and at all other Times betwixt Zafter and Whithentide, univerſally prayed 
STANDING, and Never 4recled at their public Devotions® (Conſequently, by 
the Way, not at the Lord's-ſupper.) Die Dominico nefas ducimus, &tc. ſays 
« Tertullian ||. On the Lord's-Day ave account it A SIN to wvorfoip KNEELING 3 
% which Cuſlom we allo obſerve from Eaſter to — 7 this 
vidence 
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Evidence glaring full in your Face, Sir, you have the Aſfurance, ſhall J call 
it. or does it · deſerve ſome other Name, very ſmartly to reprehend us for 
STANDING at our public Prayers; and to call it a Deboſ ment of our Worſhip--- 
to affirm that Enecling is a MORE bumble and honourable Poſture---MUCH MORE 
expreſ/ioe of our profound Reverence of GOD. A great IMPROVEMENT of public 

orflip, and that it adds a natural BEAUTY and SPLENDOR to it---Surprizingly 
enthuſiaſtic ! What Abraham, and Moſes, and Samuel, and Nebemiah, and all 
the Priefts, and 7ewwifh People, DEBASE the divine Worſhip, when they sroοõ⅜⅛ 
before Gon, and made their ſolemn Addreſſes to him ! Yea, what Cuzisr 
himſelf too debaſe it, by directing Men to sTAxD proying / 

Had hen happened, Sir, to haye been of the Council of the Apoſtles, you 
could have helped them to eſtabliſh Chriſtian Worſhip upon a greatly improved, 
a more beautiful and perfect Plan; and have 1xjo1n'p this ors humble and 
honourable Poſture, this ADDITIONAL Splendor and Beauty to public Prayer, 
which it never came into their Minds to ix joix the Diſciples ---But as our 
Bibles at preſent ſtand ; and God and Felus Chrift have left us at full Liberty 
to offer up our Prayers either Standing or Kneeling, you will excuſe us if we 
are not ſo ſtruck with your additional Beauty as to give ourſelves up blindfold 
to its Charms. | 

But it ſeems we are incon/iftent, in condemning ſome of your Ceremonies, 
when at the ſame Time we readily conform ourſelves to vthers : Yea, have 
many Ceremonies allow'd and prattiſed among ourſelves. «+ Such, you aver, 
we have, tho' we ſeem not to know it: Such as Uncovering our Head 
« when we eater either your Churches, or our own Mectings +.” But you are 
ftill « avalking in the Dark,” Sir, as you juſtly repreſent yourſelf, « and 
< - encountring with Ghoſts.” The Diſjenters have no ſuch Cuſtom of Uncoverin 
their Heads when they enter into their Meeting-Places, unleſs in Time o 
Worſhip ; no Notion; of paying Reverence to Timber and Walls ; no Mini- 
ers amongſt them who have Sex/e or Grace enough to con/ecrate a Piece of 
Ground: And when they uſe this Ceremony at Entring your Churches, tis, 
I affure you, purely as a civil, not at all as a religious Ceremony; a Com- 

pli paid, not in the leaſt to the Building, but entirely to our good Brethren, 
whom we would not needleſly offend. \ 

% Kneeling at Ordination, the next Ceremony you mention, tho' generally 
uſed amongſt us, was never I believe imp ν,s If the Perſon to be ordained 
ſcrupled that Poſture, he would, without all Doubt, be permitted to fland. 
As for: the ſecret Ceremonies which you ſuſpect, but will not poſitivel 
4 affirm, to paſs at ſtriking the Covenant betwixt us and our Paſtors,” whi 
you once and again mention, let your i; apy on that Head, Sir, give you 
no further Pain. I aſſure. you I neither knew, nor have ever heard of any 
ſuch Covenanting now practiſed amongſt us: And am perſuaded, that of all 
our Churches, not one in five Hundred obſerve any ſuch Thing. 

In Balance againſt your Surplice, you put, what you call, the Ceremony 
« of our lang ſweeping Cloat 5. But the leaſt Attention would have ſhewn 
the two Caſes to be far from parallel. Our Miniſters are at full Liberty either 
to uſe or diſuſe the one Are yours /o as to the other ? Did you ever hear of 
any learned pious Paſtors amongſt us ſilenc d, rejected, and cruelly impriſon'd 
for refuſing the /veeping Cloak? But, have you never heard of your Hoopers, 
Sampſons, Humpherys, and an hundred other Miniſters, Men of diſtinguiſh'd 


Learning 
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Learning and Uſefulneſs in your Church, who have been free from their 
Stations in it; filenc'd, confined, and grievouſly harraſs d, ou for ſerupling 
your Surplice and Cap ? Have you never heard of many Churches forſaken, and 
mut up in London, and of numerous Congregations, both in City and Country, 
deprived for a long while of Sacraments and publick Worſhip, by the rigorous 
Impoſition of your Habits on their Miniſters ? Ard if the moſt celebrated 
Divine was now to offer to officiate in any of your Churches, but refuſed 
to wear a Sarplice, muſt he not, by your Canons, be ſet aſide and refuſed > 
Had our Cloak been the Occaſion of a thouſandth Part of the Diſtractions 
and Confuſions in the Church, as your Suręlice has been, and fwept ſo many 
worthy Perſons from their Miniſtry and Livings in it ; we ſhould have had 
the Grace, I hope, ſoon to treat it as a. Be/ome of Deſirudtion, and to have 
doom'd it to the Flames. 

But « the Giving the EChrifian Name im Baptiſm to the Perſon baptiſed, 
« you very ferioully urge as another ſolid Argument of Ceremonies amongſt 
« us,” and aſk, Is it not an Addition to the Sacrament ? Is it not an Inpefi- 
© tion ?” You add, Now k ſee you ſmile .“ Excuſe me, Sir, J could not 
help it! your Argument is quite new, and really ſurpriſed me with its 
Solidity and Weight, Yes, Sir, I own it an Addition, an Impoſition, and a 
very ridiculous one too. And ſhould any Miniſter of ours pretend to add, or 
to impoſe, this Ceremony upon his People; and forbid them to call the Child 
by its Name till it was baptiſed; you may be aſſured he would ſoon meet 
with the Diſregard and Contempt his Impertinence deſerv'd. When you 
baptiſe adult Perſons, do you give their Names in that Ceremony? Or do 
you not only call them by Names befere given? The ſame, I apprehend, is 
the Caſe as to Children amongſt us. 

As for the Ceremonies in Marriage; theſe, you juſtly obſerve, we conſider 
only as civil Ceremonies, and the Prieſt as a civi/ Offcer, appointed by the 
Magiſtrate to officiate in this Affair. And whatever decent Rites the Magiſtrate 
—— in Matters of a civil Nature, we think it our Duty reverently to 
obſerve. But, the Magiſtrate preſcribe !” You with Aſtoniſhment reply. 
« For God's Sake how does the Magiſtrate here preſcribe the Rites and 
« Ceremonies of Marriage, more than the other Rites and Ceremonies of 
« the Church 11 But could not a Gentleman of your Diſcernment perceive 
a. Diſference here? Is the Form of Marriage any where inſtituted by our 
SAV1OUR ; or a Part of Cbriſtian Worſhip ; as Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper 
are? May we not therefore own the Power of the civil Magiſtrate to appoint 
Rites and Forms for the Celebration of the one, but not ſo as to the other ? By 
preſcribing Rites of Marriage, the Magiſtrate acts in his Character, and rules 
in his own Kingdom : But by authoritatively preſcribing Rites in Bapti/m and. 
the Lord's Super, we humbly apprehend, he extends beyond the Sphere aſſign' d 
him by God, and attempts to rule in Caz1sTt's Kingdom; and that therefore 
here we are to obey Gop, rather than Man. 

Lou further aſk with furprize---< What civil Ceremonies in the Church of 
Goo l in the midſt of the Adminiſtration of a divine Inſtitution ; intermix d 
with paſtoral Exhortations, holy Prayers, ſolemn Benedictions +.”------- 
But why, Sir, ſo aſtoniſh'd ? Did you never e an OaTH in a civil Court of 
Judicature ? And did not the Perſon who a miniſtred this sacrep Rite, give 
you a paſtoral Exhortation, accompanicd with an holy Pre yer, and a /olemw 
| Lan N Benediction; 
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BeneZ2io, piouſly invoking on you God's Bleſſing and Help? And as te 
the Place, which you call the Church of Gcd, where Marriage is ſolemnized; 
you might have plcaſed to remember, that the Conſecration of Timber, and 
the Saxciity of Walls, is a Point too ſublime for Biſſenters Underſtandings ; 
and that in their Opinion all Places are alike holy, and that no Building on 
Earth merits the high Honour of being called the Church of God. 

'T he ſame Reply we make as to the Ceremonies of Burial, our Compliance 
with whach you alſo briſkly retort upon us. Is Burial of the Dead, Sir, a 
CHRISTIAN bnfiitation? Any Part of the Religion or Worſhip of CHriſt? Is 
it not purely a polztical or civil Thing? Ves; and as ſuch only we view it: 
and conſider the Perſon who officiates, as one appeinted to this Office, directed, 
inſiructed, and wr phantom 2 the Srarz. | | 

But as you are here profeſſedly © axſavering our great and popular Objections, 
how came you, Sir, to ſlide vole, in es —— one of a eate/ſt 
and meſt popular, to this Office of Burial ? which, indeed, is not ours only, but 
an Objection of ſome of the moſt illuſtrious Members of your own Church. 
Were you conſcious the objeFed Paſſages were incapable of Defence, and there- 
fore prudently let them drop ? 

There are but three Caſes, you know, Sir, in which your Church res this 
ſolemn Office of Burial, viz. to thoſe who die unbaptiſed, to Self- Murtherers, 
and to thoſe ho are under Sentence of the er Excommunication. As 

' for all other Perſons which are brought to the Church- yard, it very ſtrictly 
commands you, even under pain of Suſpenfion, by Canon 68, that you uſe over 
them the Form preſcribed by the Common-Prayer. Now, hence it comes to 
paſs, that over ſome of the moſt abandon'd and profiigate of Mankind; over 
Men who have been cut down in a Courſe of open Impiety by a ſudden and 
untimely Death ; or who even fell by the Hand of Fuſtice for ſome black and 
atrocious Crime; over tbeie, I ſay, your Church, and I fay it with Aſto- 
niſhment, directs and commands you moſt ſolemnly to declare, That almighty 
God of his G’ Marcy has taken to himſelf the Soul of this your dear Brother. 
You give God hearty Thanks that it hath pleaſed him to deliver him out of the 
Miſeries of this ſinful World: And you pray God, that when you yourſelves 
Hall depart out of this Lift, you may xesT 1n Cmn1sT, as your Hope is this your 
Brother dath. This is what your Church commands you ſolemnly to ſay over 
EVERY Perſon brought to be buried, the three Caſet above excepted. So that 
if the Man happen'd to be &/{ed in the very Act of committing Murder, Adultery, 
or a Rape : Or for either of theſe Crimes dies upon the Gallone an impenitent 
hardened Wretch, whom Vengeance ſuffer d not to live; yet concerning him 
you are to declare, that Almighty God hath in EAT Mercy taken him to 
himſclf: Tho he died a Victim to public Juſtice, and was taken away in 
Wrath. Lou are to give God hearty Thanks, that he bath taken this your 
Brother cut of the Miſeries of this finful World : Tho' you have the ſtrongeſt 
Reaſons to believe, that he is gone down to Realms of greater Miſery below. 
And you are to profeſs before God, that you Hope the Man resTs 18 Cunisr, 
and pray that you yourſelves may reſt in Chriſt in the ſame manner as this 

our Brother doth ; when you have all the Grounds in the World to think 
died in his Sins, and is therefore not gone to be <with Chriſt , where nothin 
that is defiled can ever be admitted. Strange ! and extremely ſhocking | 
what can the People/think, Sir ! what muſt />fdels and Dei/ts think ! when 
they hear you in the Morning denouncing from the Scriptures certain wr 
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and Deſtruction from the Preſence of Go, to all vicious and corrept Pert; 
and aſſuring them that acit#hout Holineſs no Man ball fee the Lord: But in the 
. "Evening from the Commer Prayer, ſhall hear You, the sau PRAD, decla- 
ting before Gop, your Horx of the eternal Happineſs of one of the moſt 

debauch'd and Kos Men. your Pariſh afforks ; arid ſending kim hence 
with all the lofty Expreſſions of Confidence and Hope, as you would a 
Perſon of the moſt ſhining and exemplary Life. 4 1 MK: 
Do yo imagine, Sir, People do not think ? Can you wonder De152 
prevails That the Priefthied is ridiculed ? And that your good Sermons are 
no more effectual to reform a corrupt World ? To me this appears (and 
doubtleſs it does the ſame to thouſands of your own Church) a moſt indecent 
Proſtitution of your ſacred Character Office ; a Trifling and Prevarica- 
tion in Things of everlaſting Moment; and a fatal Snare to the Souls of 
Men: Who ſeeing their debauch'd Neighbour diſmiſs'd to the other World 
with "ſuch Confidenre of his good Eſtate, ſuppreſs their juſt Fears, and fay, 
T1 foail have Fate, tho" I add Drunkenneſs to Thirſt. | EN 

But there is a further very ffrange and extraordinary Circumftance attending 
this Matter, viz; That it makes your Church perform, not to ſay a Miracle, 
but ſomething very like it, if not greater than that, for it dammt and faves the 
ſame individual Perſons. Whom it damns when /zving, it ſaves when dead. 
Arians and Sociniant, you know, Sir, your Church declares wi rrour pounr 
to periſh everlaſiingly. But let theſe very Men die, and your Church as ſo- 
lemnly declares that Gop hath in cxrar Mercy taken them io himfelf, and 
that it noyes they REST In CARAT. Can any Thing be more tranſcendant 
and marvellous than this ! That the Man whom Ipronounce wir Hour pour 
t be damned, I yet ors that he is ſaved, i. e. I hope without Hope. 

But you would. eſtabliſh, not only the C/, but the Church's divine Right, 
of MAKING Ceremonies from the Inſtance of the holy N, |. © The Ki of 
„ Charity uſed in the Apoſtolic Church, you aſk, was it a Rite of divine 
« Appointment, or was it not?“ I anſwer you, that I apprehend this 
Kiſs of Charity' cannot ly be called @ divine Inſtitution, nor be ſaid to 
be ordained by the Apoſtles. The greeting with a Kiſs, was an ancient eſta- 
blimed Uſe, not only amongſt the Jr, but the Gentile Nations alſo. This 
Uſage therefore, or Ceremony, was not ordained by the Apoſtles, but only 
by their Advice regulated and directed to a moral and religious End. Tis 
as if they had ſaid, Tis your Cuſtom when you meet, to ſalute each other 
with a Kiſs, ſee that it ben pure, a chaſte, or holy Kiſs, a Token of un- 
feigned Charity, Friendſhip and Peace, 

« But if this Ceremony of the holy Kiſs, was not of divine Appointment 
« (which probably, you ſay, is the Truth of the Caſe) but a merely eccleſi- 
« aftical ntial Inſtitution, ordained by the Apoſtles without any Precept 
from the Lord, or any _ Direction of the Hely Spirit ;”----Then, 
Sir, I without the leaſt Hefitation ſay, it was not at all obligatory as @ Law 
upon the Conſeiences of Chrifians; they might, or they might not practiſe 
it, without finning againſt Gop, Even the Apoſtles had no Dominion over the 
Faith and Practice of Chriftians, but what was given them by the rectal 
Preſence and Spirit of Cnz15T, the oni Lawgiver, Lord, and Sovereign of 
the Church. They were to teach only the Things which he ſhould command 
them, Whatever they i»jeined under the Influence of that SPIRIT, was to be 
eonſidered and obeyed as the 8 of Cnxisr. But if they 2 
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Thing in the Church (which I can by no Means admit) æuibeur the peculiar 
Influence and Direction of this Spirit, (i. e. as merely fallible unaſſiſted Men) 
in that Caſe their Injunctions had no Authority over Conſcience : Every Man's 
our Reaſon had Authority to examine and diſcuſs their InjunQions, and as . 
they — themſelves to his private Judgment, to obſerve them or not. 


Should, we grant then what you aſk---- That the Church in the preſent Age, 
* has. the ſame Authority and Power as the Church in the apoſtolic Age, 
*« conſidered as not being under any immediate and extraordinary Guidance 
ol the Holy Ghoſt,” ---What will you gain by it? This-ſame Authority and 
Power, is you ſee, Sir, really ae Power nor Authority at all. | 
I proceed next © to the Point of Discirĩixx, the Want of which you ſa 
« 15 objected to your Church ; but you. will repreſent the real State of it, and 
then ſhew that ave really as much want it oar/elve; . We will attend your 
 ewn Account of it, Which to, be ſure is not too fevere. You acknowledge 
« that the Diſcipline of the Church is of great Moment towards the Edification 
« of its Members; and that the Fault is a»pardanable when Church Gover- 
, nors let it fall, through a ſupine Careleſsneſs and Neglect That there is 
« a great Proſtration Diſcipline: in the Church of England That it is 
« ruined amongſt you That the Diſtempers of the Times are evidently too 
« ſtrong for it----That thoſe_w:0.fit at the Helm, find it prudent not to 
« bear up too much againſt the Impetuoſity of the Storm, but to give Wa 
till the Madneſs of the People be ſtill That the Diſcipline of the Church | 
% has not been carried to any Degree of - Perfeftion----And now lies under 
« a general Relaxation.----That your People are often indulg'd in all their 
« unreaſonable Demands and diſorderly Ways, to prevent their putting in 
« Execution their I hreats, that they will go to the Meeting-—-And finally, 
„ That you have at leaſt, the Shadow and Form of Diſcipline, and truſt in 
« Gab. that the/e dry Bones <will one Day live .“ , >. 
This, it muſt be owned, is very ingenuouſly and frankly ſpoken. And can 
you blame then the Ds/enters, Sir, for joining themſelves to Churches, where 
that godly Diſcipline is obſerved, which you confeſs to be of ſo great Moment 
to 11 Eiification of Chriſtian People; and which your Church is continually 
WISHING, but never attempts to hawe reflored ? But here you retort,. and 
intimate as. great a Want of Diſcipline amongſt us. What are there no 
„ ſcandalous Sinners, you aſk 5, no Fornicators, Adulterers, Extortioners, 
% c. received into your Churches ! I muſt beg your Pardon if I demur 
upon this, For I could never perceive the Doors of the Meeting were 
ever ſhut againſt any. And if ſuch profligate Perſons be not admitted to 
« ft at the Lord's Table they need not | being admitted to all other Parts 
« of, your Worſhip” | 3 
And is not this, Sir, exactly right? Ought, not our Church-Doors to be 
always kept chen, that whoever will may come, and be Witneſs. to our Way of | 
Worſhip. Such; profiigaie Perſons therefore may come, if they pleaſe, and 
bear their Sins reproved, and be exhorted to Repentance and Amendment of 
Life. They are hen, where they ought to be, under the preaching of the 
Word; the Means appointed by God, to convince and reclaim the profligate 
and corrupt. Were not the Decrs of the Church of Corinth kept open in the 
Apoſile's Days, for Tnfidels,to.come in, and be. preſent at their Worſhip. Vid. 
1 Cor. xiv. 43. But to the Table of | the Lon, to partake. of the Children's 
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Bread, you feem convinced that in our Churches, ſuch profligate Perſons art 
not ſuffered to come. And is not this the true Order and Diſcipline of the 
Chriſtian Church ? But----Is it the ſame, Sir, in your Church ? Are not 'fome 
of the moſt profane and abandoned of Men, Rakes, Debauchees, Blaſphe- 
mers of Gop, and Scoffers at all Religion, often ſeen upon their Knees around 
your Communion Table, eating the Children's Bread, and partaking of the 545 
Elements to qualify for a Pe ? Dare your Miniſters refuſe them! No, they dare 
not refuſe” the moſt impious Blaſpbemer the three Kingdoms afford, when he 
comes to drmand it as a Qualification for an Office in the Army or Fleet. 
And if in any other Caſe, the Prieſt denics the Sacrament to the mot 
infamous Sinner dwelling in his Pariſh, if the Man, upon an ons to the 
| eceleflaſtical Court, can ſecure the Favour of the Lay-Chancellor, he may ſe- 
curely defy both the Miniſter and the Biſhop to keep him from the Lord's 
Table. The Chancellor's Determination | ſtand in Law, though contrary 
to the Biop's; and the Minifter be liable to a Su/perſion, for refuſing Com- 
pliance ; and if he is contumacious, and will not give the Man the Sacra- 
ment, even to Excommunication elf. How, Sir, do you reconcile t4is-with 
your affirming, * "That your Pariſb Prieſt bas as much Power as any Pre/byte- 
% rian or congregational Miniſter to repel open and ſcandalous Sinners from 
* the Lord's Table + ?” Or how with your © Repreſenting the Lay-Chan- 
4 cellor as a Perſon only aſſumed by the Biſhop, not to do any Act that is 
purely ſpiritual, but only to be his A/Zfart in his eccleſialtical and judicial 
— * Gn 3 | 
Is not the Chancellor /upreme and uncontrouled in his Court, not liable to be 
reſtrained” or directed by the Big in his judicious Proceedings ? Does he not 
finally and abſolutely determine on Caſes of Excommunication, ſovereignly direct 
who-ſhall be received to, and who caff out from Chriſtian Fellowſhip-and 
Worſhip at the Table of the Load? And is not this an Act as purely ſpiritual, 
as important and momentous, as any done in the Church? Muſt not 515 
Sentence take Place without Controul, and is the Miniſſer in publiſhing it any 
other than his Serwant, appointed by Law. to put it in Execution? ; 
Will you pleaſe to hear, Sir, the Sentiments of a t Prelate & of your own 
Church, upon the Point in Debate.---- If cans m_ in the Office 
of a Biſhop to be challenged pecu/iar to themſelves, certainly it ſhould be 
this (ſpeaking of Excommunication) yet this is in a Manner quite relinquiſhed 
* to their ChanctlHors ; Laymen, who have no more Capacity to ſentence or 
* abſolve a Sinner, than to diſſolve the Heavens or the Earth. And this pre- 
* tended Power of the Chancellor, is ſometimes purchaſed with a Sum of 
Money. 'Their pony periſh with them Good Gop ! what a horrid Abuſe 
is this of the divine Authority? But this notorious Tranſgreſſion is excuſed, 
as they think, by this, that a Miniſter called the Big Surrogate, but 1s 
indeed the Chancellor s Servant, choſen, called, and p there by him, 
to be his Crier in the Court, no better; that when he hath examined. 
'< heard, and ſentenced the Cauſe, then the Miniſter, forſooth, pronounces 
the Sentence. Juſt as if the Rector of a Pariſh Church ſhould exclude any 
of his Congregation, and lock him out of the Church, then comes the Clerk, 
„ ſhews and jingles the Keys, that all may take Notice that he is excluded. 
And by this his Authority, the Chancellor takes upon him to ſentence not 
F 1 s 3 199! [ 24.1 1 only 
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ene Lone, but Clhrgymear aifo brought into his Court for any Delin- 
* quency. And in the Court of Arles, they ſentence even Biſbops 
i themiclve-.” | 55 1 | 

« 1 remember when the Biſhop of Melli, hearing of a Cauſe corruptly 
* managed, and e Court to rectify it, the Chancellor Dr. Duck, 
« fauly and mannerly bid him ge gene, for he had no Power there to act 
any Thing; and therewithal pulled out his Patent, ſealed by this Biſhop's 
« Predeceſſor, Which frighted the poor Biſhop out of the Court.”----Behold ! 
this is the Perſon, Sir, whom you have the Courage to repreſent as only 
dffumed by the Rib ep, not to do any At that is purely SPIRITUAL, but ONLY 
10 be his AS$18TANT in his judicial Proceedings. 6 BY 
But as we are now upon the Head of Diſcip/ine, and the Law called 75 
TxrsT is a Battery which has beat down all its Fences around your Church, 
and you are a-zcalous Advocate for that Law, you will permit me here, Sir, 
to enlarge a little upon that Paint: And to aſk----How you can bear to ſee 
the-terable Deſolation it has made of your godly Diſcip/ine, without Reſent- 
ment and Grief ? Can you be jealous, Sir, for the Proſperity and Honour 
of your Church, and yet patiently view it lying in this polluted and common 
State? Its Incloſures broken up, and a Way opened 4% Law for the moſt 
flagitious of Men, for Aubriſis, profeſſed Drij/ts, and the moſt open and avorved 
Sinners, to lie ſecurely in its Boſom, to ſuck at its Breaſts, to be numbered and 
cheriſhed'amongſt its holieſt and moſt beloved Children, and to be acknow- 
ledged before the World as honeſt and good Chrifians, by being /affered to 
come boldly to the Table of tbe Load. Kur 22 
But Why do E ſay Ard Does not your Church by the Force of this 
Law, even camel thim to come in, Many of the unhappy Perſons, conſcious 
of their anfing, would gladly draw back. Knowing themſelves perhaps, 

ither to \di/believe the Truth, or elſe to live in open Vielation of the 

WS Of . Chriſtianity; | they are loth to add to their other Crimes this 
Prevaricetion with Almighty Gor, and Aſſront to Jz5vs Curr, and thereby 
to run a dreadful Riſque of cating and drinking Judgment to themſelves. But, 
their All lies at Stake: They mult gealzf, or be given up io Beggary and 
Want. Away: therefore with Seruples ! They raſh tothe Lord's I able, and 
* the /acred Elements with Conſcienees and Characters all covered 
wath G 1 | | : $4 4.4 & 
Von Will ſay, perbape, it is their own Fault, thry might have re/u/ed ro 
come. I hey might, indced, af they would have lot their Polts, their Sub- 
ſeſtence, their Bread. Hut can tc Clur ch ttaſonubly expect ſuch Sacritices 
as theſe, from: Men · of corrupt Minds? Is A chen in no Fun, in laying Men 
under ſuch ſtrong. almoſt iwwendd/e Temptations, to this odious ly pocriſy 
and Profanation of h Things F Is ſhe not highly culpable, for opening her 
Buſpm to receive Men oſ ini ure Characters to all the favred Priviieges, Liber: 
Bes, and Hongurs, which belong only to ſinrrre Chriftians? Nea, for owning, 
| before the World as worthy! and good Chriſtians, Perſont whom the ,v 
„und u bom tbe Ghur oh herſelf cannot but ſee to Haſpheme the Name 
of Cn, and to lie in xyowed Contempt of his Authority and Laws? 
And what Relief, Sir, has the unhappy Miniſter, ef whom as Sreward in 
Goev's Howes it is #rguered that: be be formd FAATHPFUL, end who is to anfuer 
for his Conduct to his great MasTEx hereafter ? What Relief, I aſk, has he, 
Pl:dges of Chriſtian Fellowſhip, and of Gon paternal Love ? Truly, none 
at all; He audit che him. , Nd Gon, and a drarly beloved Bro- 
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ther to the Table of CHNisr, or have an Adion commenced againft him, and 
be condemned perhaps in Damages more than he is worth. 
As much therefore as you are concerned for the Honour of the Church, 
and for the Inteteſt, Reputation, and Comfort of its Clergy, ſo. much you 
ought to wiſh and zealoufly promote the Repeal of this Law. A Law, which 
whatever was its original Intention, hath in its Application, let in like a 
Flaodgate upon your Church, the Dregs of the human Race. A Law, which 
though at firit deſigned only the more effectually to prevent all Danger to 
the Conſtitution from Papi//s, hath by an unnatural Perverſion of at, actually 
broken down 4% Diſtin&im eſtabliſhed by divine Authority, bets ixt Sacred 
and Profane : Has thruſt Infidels and Profligates into the mo/? holy Places of 
your. Temple, and brings Deiſts and Debauchees to eat at the Lord's Table 
amongſt the Children of his Houſe.----Let me aſk you, Sir, in the Name of 
CHz15T, our common Maſter and Judge,doth not thi; Law, as now enforced, 
occaſion the moſt notorious Proftitution of the holy Sacrament of his Religion? 
Is not its avowed and apen Tendency and Uſe, to pervert an Inftitution of our 
Saviour to Zr, not only quite different, but even oppoſite to bee for 
which Hz appointed it ? Is it not making rnAT a political Inſtrument to 
divide Chriſtians, which Cazsr inſtituted as a re/igious Inſtrument to coaleſce 
and unite them: Muſt it not be highly odious and offenſive to Almighty Gon, 
to ſee an holy Sacrament, which lus Wiſdom hath ordained for ſpiritual only 
and religious Purpoſes, thus proftituted, perverted, made an Engine and Toel 
of State, employed to ſtrengthen: and perpetuate {);Fer-nces amongſt good 
Chriſtians ; and thereby debaied, not to worldly only and A calar, but to 
much wor/e than 2vor/dly, Ends? | | 
As to myſelf, Sir, I affure you, tho' 1 think bir Law to be a moſt 
unrighteous Reſtraint upon us, and an undoubted Violation of our natural 
Rights yet Lam far — being perſuaded that its Rqpcal would be of the 
leaſt Service to our Intereſt as Difjenters. I doubt, and have often thought, 
that there is too much Truth in what you fay----< That high Truſts, public 
« QOfites, and Court Employments; <voutd be extremely apt to torrupt us, and to make 
practical Religion more wifibly decay; and that it would really rather injure 
than ftrengthen-our Intereſt. I have never therefore, as a Diſſenter, been ut 
ail Tolicitous for the Repeal. No, Sir, ſo far from this, that could I allow 
myſelf to hate and «3/2 ill to the Church, I would moſt heartily with it 
2 to hold faſt this ſhameful C ion. TI would with it, by no 
eans, to give up this open Profanation of the Authority and Name of 
Chrift ; this Proſtitution and Perverſion of an hoty Sacrament of his Rcli- 
gion ; this Deſtruction of all Di/cipline ; this open Door for the Reception 
of the moſt Abominable and Profane to its moſt holy My/?cries ànd Rotes: 
This, If I wiſh'd it ill, 1 would earneſtly wiſh your Church aH to 
continue ; not doubting but, if long continued, it withſurely at length bring 
down upon it the heavy Anger of Almighey Gon; the juſt Reſentment and 
ealouſy of a deſpiſed and inſulted Saviour 5 and tte deep Scorn and 
ontempt of all wiſe and ttankitg Men. . 
Wi.ilſt lis Law continues, Sir, in its preſent Application, yourſelf cannot 
bat ſce, chat your Diſ inline muſt riecefiarily lie feandalouſly preſtrate, ruin u, 
relax d. "Tis impoſlible you can maintain, hardly the Shadeww and Form, 
much Jeſs the Spirit of primitive ecetchaftic Government. Your holy Things 
muſt lie common, vitely trodden under Foot. Of all Perſons in the Land 
therefore, the Clergy, ſhould be the fi, to labour with all their Might the 
of this anbappy Law. A Law, which cannot but be ſuppoſed terribly 
| X 10 


. 
to bear hard upon, and wound the Conſciences of many of them : And 
which ſubjects them to ſo ſervile a Proftitution of their Character, as cannot 
but load it with great Infamy and Reproach. 

You tell me f, That you will engage, fmple as you fit here, that this 
* Law ſhall be 'd ; and our Incapacities removed, when we will lay 
« down our Enmity to the Church, that is in ſhort to one half Part of the 
« Conſtitution:------ For Church and State here in England are ſo incorporated 
5 and united, that they have, like the married Pair, the ſame Friends and 
« Enemies ; and ſtand or fall together.” I cannot pretend to ſay, Sir, how 
Semple you ſat there, when you gave us this Aſſurance, but I would to G 
you were able to fand up, and make it good. For, 

1. Are you ſure that the Church is really any ſential Part at all, much lefs 
the Half Part of the Britiſb ConsT:TUT1ON : Or, that Church and State are 
ſo married and interwoven, that they muſt ſtand or-fall together ? Many, Sir, 
beſides Diſſenters will think, that this is a very partial and wrong Repreſen- 
tation of our moſt excellent Frame of Government. Let any one in his Ima- 

ination annibilare the Form of our prone Church, Let him "ſuppoſe its 
— Clergy, Articles, Canons, with all its Ceremonies and Rites, entirely 
vanjib d from the Land; its immenſe Revenues applied in Eaſe of our heavy 
Taxes, and for the Payment of the public Debts; and Preachers paid only 
by voluntary Contributions, as they are amongſt 2. Would the Srart 
hereby ſuſtain fo ge a Loſs, that it could not thence- forward pH 
fubfift ? What! would the Britih Monarchy be overthrown----Our Courts 
of Judicature be ſhut up----the Courſe of Law be ſtopp'd----Parliaments no 
more meet----Commerce and Trade ſtagnate-—-becauſe what you call 75 
Church is no more? Romantic and abſurd ! No: The Frame of our happy 
Government, both civil and military, might remain the very ſame: And you 
will give me leave to obſerve on the preſent Occaſion, that in one Part of this 
Kingdom, thoſe who profeſs themſelves to be of your Church, as to its ex- 
ternal Polity and Cercmonies, are almoſt to a Man inveterate-avowed Enemies 
of our happy civil Conſtitution, and have riſen in an impious Rebellion 
againſt his preſent Majeſty, and joined with Spaniards, French, Italians, and 
home-bred Papiſts, in their wicked Attempts to ſubvert the Proteſtant Religion 


2. This D jon of the Church of England, is what we by no Means 
wiſh. May Gov in Mercy prevent it, by e to ſee, in this her Day, 
the Things belonging to her Peace. We bear it not Enmity'; GOD ts our Mit- 
neſs. e wiſh it from our Souls Glory, Proſperity, Purity, Peace : The Glory 
of being form d according to the per feet Plan of the 11 1 apoſielic Church; 
purg'd of thoſe Things, which yourſelves &ow to be xo Parts of the Religion 
of CurisT! We wiſh to ſee it cabliſb d upon the catholic and broad Bottom, 
upon which alone it can ſtand firm ; even the ſcriptural Foundation of the 
Apoſtles and Prophets, Fe/us Chrift himſelf being its any Lawgiver and King: 
And not upon the narrow Baſis on which it now reſts, the Articles and Canons, 
the In/titutions and Inventions of fallible and weak Men ; on which it can never 
de ſtrongly and firmly fixt ; which are all, in the Apoſtle's Language, Woed, 
Hay, Stubble ; æubeſe End is to be burnt ! We wilh, Sir, that as it opens its 

Boom, and admits the vileſt Debauchees without demurring at their open 
Violation of God's Commands ; ſo it would charitably extend its Arms to take 
us into its Conimanion, without inſiſting upon our Obedience to the In- 
Na: NA 19.45 7 6 junctions 
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28 and Commands of Mex ! Finally: we with, that what God, in his 
iſdom, hath been er to leave indifferent; your Church alſo, in her 
Wiſdom, would be pleaſed to leave the ſame: That you would not attempt 
to mend the Inſtitutions of Jzsus CnaISH: But would receive us into your 
Church upon the ſame Terms and Qualifications as CMRISsT and his Apoſtles 
would have received us into theirs; and as God will receive us into Heaven 
at laſt ! This, Sir, I aſſure you, is all the Harm we wiſh the Church: Judge 
— 2 whether we bear it any Ermity ; and whether you are not now 
und to take from us the Incapacities, which you enga as at 
there, ſhould on this Condition be removed. : w_ 
And you will give me Leave, Sir, to think, and to hope, that there are 
Numbers of your worthy C/:rgy of the ſame Mind; that it would not at all 
leſſen either the Glory, Stability, or Proſperity of your Church, if its Bounds 
were thus enlarg'd, to admit the moderate Diſſenters, who ſincerely defire fo 
happy a Coalition. Its Enemies ſeem to multiply, and dark Clouds to riſe 
around it. Popery is making dangerous and mighty Inroads on the one Hand; 
and Deiſn on the other. There may come a I ime, as there formerly has 
been, when the Fame of your Church being” terribly threatened, we may 
again be conſider d as no deſpicable Auxiliaries. But---If we cannot be ſo 
happy, as not to be caft out and rejected by our Brethren ; our Conſolation 
is this, that God-judgeth on the Earth; and that he will ſurely, at the prope# 
Seaſan, vindicate and plead the Cauſe of the Injured and Oppreſs'd. | 
But to return to the Point of Diſcipline. To the acknowledg'd I larity 
of the Lay-Chancellors in your Church, you would fain * put bs Bikes 
« the Lay-Preaching, Lay-Praying, and Lay-Qrdination allow'd in our 
« Churches. To which I reply, that in the Generality of our Churches 
there is no ſuch Thing either allow'd, or ever done. Beſides, if there were: 
Did not your own Church ſet us the Pattern? In the Rubrick before the ge- 
neral Confeſſion at the Communion, did it not dire& ?----Thzx ball this 
general Conf: ſion be mad:, in the Name of all thoſe that are to receive, either by 
ONE OF THEM. or elſe by one or THE MinisTERs. How it came to be omitted. 
in the late Edititons of the Common Prayer; whether it is done according to 
Law, and by Authority of Parliament; you, Sir, perhaps can ſay. 
As to © Laymen being an eſſential Part of all our Confiſtories and Synods; 
« ſitting in them, and having an equal Vote with Paſtors in all Buſineſs---- 
jointly wich them /ſpending from the Lord's Table, &c. +.” This, Sir, is no 
other than the /criptura! apoſtolic Plan. The aggriev'd Perſon is by our 
Lord, you know, Mat. xvii. 17. directed to /ay bis Complaint before TR 
CHurcn, 1. e. the Congregation of the Faithful: and if the Offender neg/r&ed 
to hear rut Cnuxcn (the Congregation) admoniſhing and reproving him, 
he was then to be confider'd as an heathen Man and a Publican. So the cor- 
rupt Member, at Corinth, was to be ſolemnly excommunicated: How? Not 
by any particular Perſon, Chancellor or Biſhop ; but it was to be the Act of the 
whole Church. To the whole Boch or Congregation of Believers in that City, 
St. Paul gives Directions, That when they were come together, they ſhould 
deliver ſuch an one te Satan. And, that they fbould put away from among ft 
themſelves that wicked Perſon, 1 Cor. v. 4, 5, 13. which Excommunication he 
afterwards calls a Puniſi ment inflited by the MANY, 2, Cor. ii. 6. So in that 
weighty and momentous Qvcſſian How fat the Gentiles were to fuhmit „ the 
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Law of Ar? The Elders and Brethren are join'd with the Apofler in the 
Decifion and Decree, Ad xv. 23. The Laity therefore have a Right to be 
conſulted, and to judge, in theſe important Charch Matters, together with 
the Clergy; as they do, by their Repreſentatives, in what you call our 
Confifterics, But with you, Sir, a fg: Layman (this is the Abſurdity which 
Lon pe willing to loſe fight of) I repeat it, a /ing/e Laymer, not only in 
iſtinction from, but in actual Oppoſition to, the Bijbep, and all the Church, 
both Clergy and Laity, has Authority to judge and determine theſe important 
Matters ; and excommunicates, or abſolves ; ſhuts out; or lets in; according 
to his Pleaſure. | 
And here, Sir, let me ſtop a Moment, and review the Point in Debate 
betwixt our good Dr. Watts and yourſelf. As for the Lives of the Diſſenters, 
tho Go 4nows we have nothing whereof 7 boaſt, but a great Deal that 
calls for Shame and Humiliation on this Head; yet whether we are quite % 
deep immers'd in the Deluge of Prefanengſi, Immorality, and Vice, which 
ſpreads over the Land.----Whether the Blaſphemics and Oatlu, the Debauchery, 
Not, and guilty Eæcgſſes, which too generally prevail, be in „ e to out 
Jumber, found as 7:/+ amongſt us, as amongſt the Members of the H 
cþ----muſt be left, and we freely leave it, to the impartial Mori to judge 


Wixt us. 

And as to ſpecial Obligations and Advantages for holy Living, which you 
conteſt. ſtrenuouſly with the Docter to lie on your Side; what hath been 
above obſerved. on your ſeyeral Offices for Confirmation, Abſolution of the 
Sick, 7 Burial Hoy” nam _ _ 2 to _ really 
an ill A n orals of. your People; a as an ent 
8 cherih in them fal/e Hopes, ms to give them aurong Nabe of 
the Terms of Acceptance, and of Entrance into Heaven. And of the deplo- 
rable State in which your Diſcipline lies (which you acknowledge to be of 
great Moment to the Edification of the Church) no Enemy need to wiſh a ſadder 
Account than your/o/f have given of it. Upon the whole therefore, Sir, I 
cannot think, the worthy Doctor to deſerve Cenſure, for attempting to rouſe 
Diſenters from the languiſhing State of Religion amongſt them, by putting 
them in mind of the /iperior Advantages they enjoy'd, and of the peculiar 
Obligations under which they manifeſtly lay to greater Holincſi of Life. 
Vou ſeem not a little diſpleaſed '* at its having been urged as a Reaſon 
for our Di/ſext, „That your Church has ſhewn a perſecuting Spirit,” and 
with ſome Emotion aſ - Did the Church perſecute at any Time its own 
„Members? Were you or your Fathers ever perſecuted while they continued 
« in the Church? And were they driven out of it by thoſe Perſecutions ?” 
I confeſs, Sir, you quite. ſurprize me by ſuch Queſtions as theſe. What! 
are you only a Stanger in Britain; and have never heard of the bitter Suf- 
ferings of our worthy Fathers the PuriTaxs ? With what Silencings, De- 
privations, Fines, Impriſonments, and lingering and cruel Deaths, for more 
than an Hundred Tears, they were terribly harraſs'd and oppreſs'd by yeur 
Church Have you never read, with a Bleeding Heart, the unrelenting Rigors 
of your Archbiſhops, Parker, Bancroft, Whitegift, Laud,---under the fir/? of 
whom above an hundred; under the ſecond, above three hundred pious and 
Lanes Men, not only Members but Miniſters of your Church, were ſilenc'd, 
ſuſpended, admoniſh' , deprived, many of them loaded with grievous and 
— and ſhut wp in filthy Jails, where they expired 8 
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Penury and Want? And what were the Crimes which drew this dreadful 
Storm of 2pi/copal Vengeance on them? Nothing but their Scruples about the 
Surplice and the Cap, about Bowing at the Name of Furs, about Chriſt's 
Deſcent into Hell, and ſuch like momentous Points. ö 

Have you never read, Sir, what Deſolations Laud brought upon our Fathers, 
whilſt yet in your Church? How many Hundred; of them were ſequeſtred, driven 
from their Livings, excommunicated, perſecuted in the High-Commiſſion 
Court, and forced to leave the Kingdom for not pun&ually conforming to all the 
Ceremonies and Rites ; and not daring to tell their People, that they might 
lawfully profane the Sabbath by Gambols and Sports; and to publiſh from their 
Pulpits the Permiſſion of the King to break the Command of Gop----And yer you 
aſk -- Were your Fathers ever perſecuted while they continued in the Church ?" 

Pray! what was it peopled the ſavage Defarts of North America] Was it 
not the Thouſand; of perſecuted and oppreſs d Families, who fled from tyran- 
ning BisHoys ? Who not being ſuffer'd to worſhip quietly in their native 
Country, as their Conſciences directed, ſought a peaceful Retreat from the 
Rage of their Fellow-Chriftians amongſt more hoſpitable Indians.-—-To omit 
a thouſand Acts of Cruelty, which thro' ſeveral ſucceflive Reigns our Fathers 
ſuffer d not only from, but when actually in, the Church.----Did ſhe not at 
laſt; in a moſt arbitrary and unrighteous Manner caft out at once above Hb 
Thouſand of them, excellent and pious Miniſters, and abandon them and their 
ſtarving Families, to great Poverty and Diſtreſs ? To heighten that Diſtreſs, 
did not your Church, by another Act, baniſh them five Miles from any City, 
Burreugh, or Church in which they had before ſerved : and thereby put them 
ut a proper Diftance from their Acquaintance and Friends, who might miniſter 

to their Relief? Did ſhe not by another Act forbid their meeting to worſhip 

God, any where but in your own Churches, under the Penalties of heavy Fines, 
Impriſonments, and Baniſhment to foreign Lands? 

n Conſequence of theſe crue/ Aers, were not vaſt Numbers of pious Cler- 
gymen, our Forefathers (once the Glory of your Church) with Multitudes of 
Their People, laid in Priſons amongſt Thieves and common Malefactors, where 
they ſuffered the greateſt Hardſhips, Indignities, Oppreſſions; their Houſes 
were rudely rifled, their Goods made a Prey to hungry Informers, and their 
Families given up to Beggary and Want. An Eſtimate was publiſhed of 
< near eight Thouſand Proteſtant Diſenters, who had periſhed in Priſon in the 
„Reign only of Charles II. By ſevere Penalties inflicted on them, for 
«aſſembling to worſhip God, they ſuffered in their Trade and Eſtates in the 
«Compaſs of a few Years, at leaſt two Millions; and a Liſt of faxty Thouſand 
« Perſons was taken, who had ſuffered on a religious Account, betwixt the 
** Reftoration and the Rewelution *.”---Behold, the Groans and the Blood of 
Myriads of oppreſſed Puritans, which cry beneath the Altar, How long, O 
Loxp ! But you-are deaf to all their Groans---And with Inſenſibility enough 

- alk---Were your Fathers ever perſecuted ? | 

« But the Preſbyterian and Independent Churches, have each in their Day 
„% of Power, diſcovered as much, and indeed more of that Spirit +.” Too 

much of that bad Spirit tis acknowledged, they have each ſhewn. But ſurely 
there is no Compariſon betwixt the Cruelties and Oppreſſions of your Church, 
and of their's. Your little Finger, has been thicker than their Leins. 
But whatever the Church may have been heretofore, you affirm, it is not 
&* zo of a perſecuting Spirit: And that there is not the leaſt Appearance of its 
F | “having 
e Hiſt, Purit, Vol. IL. p. A. - + Lett. ik p. 64. 
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« having diſquieted and oppreſſed any on Account of Religion, for more 
„ now than half a Century 4. You had forgot, Sir, the famous Schiſin and 
,occafional Conformity Acts, which long ſince that Date much diſquicted and 
eppreſfſed us. The Tet and the Corporation AcTs had alſo ſlipped your Memory, 
which at his Time deprive us of valuable and important Privileges, to which 
as faithful Subjects, and Members of the Common-avealth, we think we have 
a natural undoubted Right. | | 
The preſent Governors of your Church indeed, (Thanks be to Heaven 
for it) are too wiſe, and too righteous, to permit Perſecution to rage againſt 
us. But to their Clemency and Juſtice, Sir, not to the kind and benevolent 
Spirit and Conftitution of your Church, I humbly apprehend we owe it, that 
we are not at this Time ſeverely perſccuted and oppreſſed. If the Acr of 
Uniformity, which to be ſure you will call a grand Pillar of your Church, is 
not a very unrighteous and perſecuting Ad, yet ſeveral of your Cannons breathe, 
you know, Sir, a very curſing and perſecuting Spirit. By the former, Whoever 
0 ſhall declare or ſpeak any Thang in the n or Depraving of the 
« Book of Common-Prayer, or any Thing therein contained, or any Part 
thereof, he ſhall for the f Offence, ſuffer Impriſonment for one whele Year, 
„without Bail or Mainprize ; and for the ſecond Offence, be impriſoned 
« Un, Lirs.” Here I affirm nothing, but appeal to the whole World; 
I appeal, Sir, to your own Conſcience, whether this be or be not an 2771 
and a perſecuting AcT ? By the latter, the Canons, © If any Man ſhall affirm 
« any of the Things contained in the Book of Articles, Common Prayer, or of 
Ordination ;” (in which yet there are many Things acknowledged by your own. 
moſt learned Diyines, and I doubt not, by yourſelf, to-need Alteration ;) your 
IV, V. VI. VII. and VIIIch Canan, thunder out upon him a terrible £Excom- 
munication, ipſo facto, by which he is to be cut off as a cankered and rotten 
Member, and not to be reſtored, till he hath repented and publickly revoked 
his wicked Errors. Doth not this ſavour, Sir, of an antichriſtian and perſe-- 
cuting Spirit ? $ BY | 
But you ſeem not, with Submiſſion, to have your/e/f a juſt Horror of the 
dreadful Sin of Perſecution, and to be a little too deeply tinged with this 
fanatical Spirit: For you call aloud for © the Church's Sword to fall upon 
« Hereticks, as well as upon immoral Perſons: And put me in Mind, that by 
s that ancient Diſcipline” (which you i to ſee reſtored) * open Schiſmaticks 
were treated almoſt as roughly as any Sort of Offenders whatſoever +.” By 


t Lett. III. p. 61. * 
* Concerning an Excommunication ipſo fucto, our late learned Primate, Dr. 
Wake, has obſerved. © Fir, That there is no Need in this Caſe, of any 
« Admonition, as where the Judge is to give Sentence; but every one is to take 
'* Notice of the Lax at his Peril, and to ſee that he be not overtaken by it. 
% And Secondly, That there is no Need of any Sentence to be pronounced, 
« which the Canon itſelf has paſſed; and which is by that Means already pro- 
«© mulged upon every one, as ſoon as he comes within the Obligation of it. In 
'« other Caſes, a Man may do Things worthy of Cenſure, and yet behave 
«© himſelf ſo warily in them as to eſcape the Puniſhment of the Church, for 
Want of gal Evidence to convict him. But Excommunicatio Canonis /igat 
« etiam occulta Delica. Where the Canon gives Sentence, there is no eſcaping ;. 
e but the Conſcience of every Man becomes ob/iged by it, as ſoon as ever he is 
- &: ſenfible, that he has done that which was forbidden, under the Pain of /uch 
an Exccmmunication.” Appeal iz Behalf of the King's Supremacy, Pp. 22. 
I Lett. III- ꝑ. 12, 214. Heretic ia, 
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Hereticks, no doubt you mean, thoſe whom You take to be ſuch: And by 
open Schiſmaticks, thoſe who are withdrawn from your Church: Theſe you wiſh 
to ſee roughly handled, and to have the Church's Sword drawn upon them. But, 
Gov Almighty be praiſed! We live under ſo juſt a Government, as is not, 
we hope, like to gratify this cruel 15/4. | | 

Do you not remember, Sir, that the fr? Ref? 1 were counted Herctichs 
and open Schiſmaticks, by the 'T'op Churchmen amongſt whom they lived ? 
That JIxsus Cualsr and his Apofilcs were counted the very ſame? That 
our dear Brethren in France, who are now bleeding under the Church's Sword, 
are moſt confidently reckoned ſuch, by all the Rulers and Prieſts there? But 
is it fit that theſe Herericks ſhould be thus roughly handled ? Or, is it thoſe only 
whom You are pleaſed to call by that Name, who merit theſe rough Meaſures ? 
Whenever, Sir, you ſhall produce your Patent from Heaven, conſtituting you 
Jupes of Heresy, and ſhall be able authoritatively and infallibly to pro- 
nounce what is, and what is not, to be puniſhed as such, ther the Church's 
Sword, will, I hope, be put into your Hands: But till ther, Sir, tis much 

ſafer to let it remain feathed; left under the Notion of Hereticks, you fall 

upon and roughly handle, Men better than yourſelf, This has ever been 
the Caſe, ſince the Days of the Apoſtles, when Ecclefroftichs have preſumed 
authoritatively to,draw and uſe the Church's Sword. 

But you add, „ Tis well we can't ſay your Church has ſhewn a Anwi 
Spirit, and adually divided itſelf by an open Schiſm, from a ſound Part o 
« the Catholic Church; that, indeed, would have been an ananfwcrable 
« Reaſon for your diſſent “.“ Yes, this alſo, Sir, we can ſay, and therefore 
ſtand jufiified by your own Conceſſion. That miſguided unhappy Prince 
Charles I. and his furious Primate Laud, began this fatal Schiſm, in Com- 
plaiſance to the Church of Rome, and actually divided the Church of England 
from a ſound Part of the Catholic Church; and the ſame /ch;/matica/ Spirit 
has ever ſince too generally prevailed in it. 

The Dutch, Walloon, and French Churches here in England, were eſtabliſhed 
by Charters from ſeveral of our Pringes ; but Lord Clarendon informs us, 
The Biggep growing jealous that the countenancing another Diſcipline of 
« the Church here by Order of State, would at leaſt dimin;+ the Reputation 
« and Dignity of epiſcopa/ Government,” got them ſuppreſſed. And that 
« this might be ſare to look like more than was neceſſary to the civil Policy 
« of the Kingdom, whereas in all former Times, the Ambaſſadors and all 
« foreign Miniſters of State employed from Erg/and, into any Parts where 
ee the reformed Religion was exerciſed, frequented their Churches, and gave all 
« pofſeble Countenance to their Profeſſion ; the contrary to this was now with 
« great Induſtry pracliſed, and ſome Advertiſements, if not Inſtructions, given 
to the Ambaſladors there (Le Clerc ſays they were — to firbear any 
&« extraordinary Commerce with Men of that Profeſſion, And Lord Scudamore, 
« the laſt ordinary Ambaſſador there, not only declined going to. Charenton 
the Preteflant Church) but furniſhed his own Chappel with Wax-Candles 
« on the Communion-Table, Sc. And beſides, was careful to publiſh upon 
« all Occaſions by himſelf, and thoſe who had the neareſt Relation to him, 
that the Church of ENGLAND looked not upon the Hugonets of FRANCE, as a 
Part of THEIR COMMUNION ; Which was likewiſe too much, and too 
« induſtriouſly diſcourſed at Home 5.“ Behold here, Sir, the Church of 
England; actually dividing itſelf from a ſound Part of the Catholic 9 
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Por fach ſurely you will-owy the brave Proteflants in France, who have born 


Teftimory to the Faith by ſo great and fo glorious a Fight of Afiidions, and 


ſealed it with Seas of Blood. 

I would alſo put you in Mind of another Fact, that ſeems to have eſcaped 
your Reading, or Memory. Upon the Queen of Bohemia's earneſt Solicitation 
with the King her Brother (Charles I. Anno 1634) a Collection was ordered 
— — England, for the poor perſecuted Miniſters of the Palatinate, who 
were baniſhed their Country for their Religion, In the Brief which was 
granted for this Purpoſe, was this Clauſe : IW hoſe Caſes are the more to be de- 
plored, betauſe this Extremity is fallen pes them, for their Sincerity and Con- 


fancy in the true Religion, which ave together with them profiſs. Archbiſhop 


Land excepted againſt this-Clauſe, and denied that the Religion of the Palatine 
Churches was the ſame with ours, becauſe they were Calviniſts, and their 
Miniſters had not Epiſcopal Ordination. Laud acquainted the King with his 
Objectiens. The Clauſe was ordered to be expunged, and the brave unhappy 
Palatines were thus publickly diſowned by the Governors of the Church, 
who in all reaſonable Conſtruction, muſt be ſuppoſed to know and ſpeak its 
Senſe, and not allowed to be Profeſſors of the ſame true Religion . How 
unchriſtian and ſchiſmatical thi: ! 

Of the like Schiſm was it alſo guilty, in the Occafional Conformity Act, which 
took Place in a late Reign. For it thereby roi under ſevere Penaltics, 


all its Members who had any Places of Profit or Truſt, to worſhip or hold 


"Communion with any of the foreign Churches, Dutch, French, c. in thoſe 
Kingdoms, in which its L. was not uſed. And ſhould any Miniſter of 
any of the reformed Churches of Scotland, France, Germany, Holland, now come 
into England, would your Church receive them as Miniſters, or admit them 
4 ſuch to efficiate in its public Worſhip ? I preſume you know, Sir, ſhe would 
not, But is not. this virtualiy renouncing their Communion ? Nor will you 
admit even the Lay Members of any of theſe. foreign Churches, to. your Com- 
munion at the Lord's-ſupper, except beſides what CxrisT has ordered, they will 
ſubmit alſo to ſome Order and Inſtitution of Your own. 
Now your great Stilling fleet hath thus determined That which 
* confines, muſt alſo divide the Church; for by that Confinement, a Separation 
« js made betwixt the Parties confined, and the other; which Separation 
„ muſt be made, by the Party /o limiting Chriſtran Communion.” Upon the 
whole then, tis moſt evident, that ycur Church has ſhewn, and does ſhew, 
a /chifmatica] and dividing Spirit, has actually divided igſelf from ſound Parts 
of the univerſal Church. This therefore you will pleaſe to take, as an anan- 
fexerable Reaſon for our diſſent. 
Vou muſt excuſe me, Sir, if I think you treat a great deal roo — 2. 
worthy Body of Men, our Mix1sTERs ; when you repreſent them as © Perſons 
whom the Faithful, far from being permitted to enter into any Paſtoral 
« Relation to them, are not permitted to have any Chriſtian Communion with 
« them; no, not ſo much as any intimate wmeceſſary Acquaintance and 
« Familiarity with them in common Life 1. And tell me They are not 
«« duly ordained to their Office; that their Adminiſtrations are moſt certainly 
« jrregular, and unneceſſary and wanton, if not a faci ious Departure from 
« the primitive Order. And that therefore I cannot depend, at leaſt with 
« ſo much Aſſurance as is requiſite to the Peace and Acquieſcence of my 


« Mind, that ſuch Ordinances will be bleſſed to me 6. I have wages 
p 3 
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this Matter with a good deal of Attention, and upen the Whole am fully 
ſatisfied, both from Scripture and Antiquity, that Preſbyters have a Right to, 
and did from the Apoftles Times actually ordain. There are wo Things, 
amongſt many others, which I beg Leave to offer to your Conſideration 
n this Point. 

1, That the Miniſters of the R-formed Churches in all foreign Parts, have 
almoſt all of them, I apprehend, no other than Preſbyterian Ordination. 

The whole Company of illuſtrious Proteſtant Churches of Scorland, France, 
Helland, Swoitzerland, Germany, Poland, Hungary, Denmark, except perhaps 
Sweden, c. have none but Pr:;ſoyterian Ordination amongſt them. For 
Luther, Calvin, Bercer, Melandton, Bugenhagiue, &c. and all the firſt Reformers 
and Founders of theſe Churches, who ordained Miniſters amongſt them, 
were themſelves Pr:;/bytcrs and no other. And though in ſome of theſe 
Churches, there are Miniſfers which are called Suprrintendents, or Biſhops, 
yet theſe are only prima inter Pares , the firſl among Equals ; not pre- 
tending to any S»periority of ODER. Having themſelves no other Orders 
than what either Preſoyters gave them, or was given them as Preſbyters, 
they can convey no other to thoſe they ordain 1. You are a Gentleman 
of two great Diſcernment to urge the ſtale Pretence, that this is to theſe 
Churches a Matter not of Choice, but of Neceſſity and Force. For if they 
thought Siſcepal Ordination, | do not ſay neceſſary, but even more regular. or 
expedient, could they not with the greactſt 2 immediately obtain it? Would 
not the Church of Exgland, upon the leaſt Intimation of their Willingneſs to 
receive it, moſt readily ſend them Bi/bops to ſupply this Defect? You know, 
Sir, too well its charitable Diſpoſition, and even Offers of this Kind, in the 
leaſt to ſuſpect it. Whatever Cenſures you paſs then _ the Orders and Au- 
miniſtrations of the Miniſters amongſt us, they equally fall upon all the Rhe 
Churches throughout the whole Proreſtant World. If ours are an unneceſſary 
and wanton Departure from the primitive Order, zheirs are the fame: Now 
it gives me great Pleaſure to ſee myſelf in ſuch a Crowd of excellent and 
good Company. And unleſs you can offer ſomething more demon/irative on 
this Head, than I have ever yet ſeen, my Mind will enjoy full Peace as to 
the Regularity of the Miniſtration on which I attend. But, 

2. It ſeems a little ſtrange to hear you glorying over xs, and conſequently 
over all the foreign Churches, as to the Matter of Orders, when theſe very OrDars 
in which you glory, you acknowledge to have derived oxLy from the Church 
of Rowe. A Church which yourſelves, in your Homilies, confeſs to be 
idolatrous and anticbriſtian, Not only on Harlot, as the Scripture calleth 
« her, but alſo a foul, filthy, old, wither'd Harlot; the fouleft and f/thizft that 
« ever was ſeen.----And that as it at preſent is, and hath been for goo Years, 
« it is ſo far from the Nature of the rx uE Church, that nothing can be more +.” 
----Note. "Theſe Homilics every Clergyman publickly declares, and ſubſcribes 
with his Hand, that they contain a godly and wholeſome Doctrine, fit to be read 


in Churches by Miniſters. 
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Account of Denmark, p. 253. The Dani Church is indeed 

at this Time governed by Bicbeps. But they look upon Epi/copary as only an 

human Inſtitution; and the firſt Proteſtant Prelates in that Kingdom, were 

ordained by Bugenhagius, a meer Preſbyter; who by Conſequence, could 

convey no other than a Preſbyterian Ordination to their Sueceſſors ever ſince. 

Seckerdorf, Hift. Lutherian, Lib. 20. Sec. 1. With Cavegt,.p+ 15. : 
Vid. Homilies, p. 162, 295. n | 
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Now it is oxLY, Sir, from this filthy, wwither'd, old Hartor, that you 
derive, by Ordination, your /þiritual Diſcent. You confeſs yourſelves born 
of her, as to ecclefiafliical Pedigree: And the Sons of this fouleſt and filthieſt of 
rlots, you acknowledge as Brethren, by admitting therr Orders as regular 
and valid; whereas thoſe of the Proteſlant Churches you rejet. If a Prief, 
ordained with all the ſuperſtitious and idolatrous Rites of this antic/riſtian and 
Falſe Church, comes over to the Church of England; you admit him as a 
BroTHER, duly ordained; without obliging him to paſs under that Ceremony 
again; But if a Miniſter of the Reform'd Churches joins himſelf to you, you 
conſider him as but a Layman, an unordain d Perſon, and oblige him to receive 
| Orders according to your Form. How, Sir, is it poſſible to account ſor this 
| Procedure] Can that Church, which is no true Church, impart walid and 
true Orders? Can a filthy old Harlot produce any other than a furious and 
corrupt Breed? Will you reſt the Ya/diry and Regularity of your Adminiſtra» 
| tions on your receiving the /acerdotal Character from the Biſhops and Popes 
| of the Romiſb Church? Many, if not moſt, of whom, were Men of- moſt 
corrupt and infamous Lives; Men, who were ſo far from being regular and 
valid MinisTERS in the Church of Jesus Cazisr, that they were not ſo 
much as regular or real MemBERs of it at all; and therefore could not 
| poſſibly, duly, or, regularly OFFIclaTE therein; conſequently, had mo Poarer 
| to communicate or convey Orders or Offces in the CyrisTian Church, 
Whatever Offices they convey'd therefore, are at beſt doubtful and ſuſpicious ; 
if not abſolutely null, irregular, and void.----So that really your own Ord:rs, 
af ſtrictly examin'd, may miniſter great Doubt and Diſquietude of Mind. 
If Charity then were ſilent ; Prudence, methinks, ſhould loudly dictate, 
that you ſpeak gently as to the Authority and Orders of our Miniftcrs, when 
you know it is in their Power ſo ftrongly to retort. It was therefore ſurely 
not wiſe, Sir, as well as extremely unkind, to ſet them up as Objects of public 
| Odium and Awoidance ; and to admoniſh * every good Man not to have any 
« intimate or unneceſſary Acquaintance with them, or Familiarity in common Life,” 
But----BLEssED, our Lord bath ſaid, are ye, when Men ſball hate you, and 
SEPARATE YOU from thir COMPANY, and CAST OUT your Nomes as EVIL, 
For the Son of Man's ſake ; Rejoice ye in that Day, and leap for Foy; fer 
beheld, your Reward in Heaven is great ! 
You very ſtrenuouſly conteſt what you call © one of the favourite and 
fundamental Principles of the Diſſention, namely, That every Lay-Chriſtian 
*: has a Right to chuſe his own Paſtor 1. A Right ſo evidently founded on 
« Reaſon, Scripture, and the undoubted Pradice of the primitive Church, and 
ſo generally acknowledg'd by all the learned of your own Communion, that 
I cannot but a little wonder at the Alertneſs with which you make your 
Attack upon it. The Charge given to the Chriſtian People---To take heed what 
they bear---to beware of falſe Prephets---not to believe every Spirit, but to try 
the Spirits----inconteſtibly proves them to have a Right of Judgment and of 
Choice, relating to this Matter: And that his Right, which Gop has given 
them, it is their Duty to uſe. 

Waen an Apaſile was to be choſen in the Room of Judas the Traitor, the 
% Body of the Diſciples were applied to on that Occaſion, Adr i. who 
Aro ro by common Suffrage, TWO ſron their whole Number to be Can- 
didates for that Office, v. 23. The Election, you ſay, was coidently made 
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* y Gop ||.” But was it not as evidently made by the People alſo? If the 
Choice of ox from the Two be acknowledg'd to be the Act of God; was 
not the Choice of tb:/e Two, from amongſt the whole Number, as much the 
Act of the People? Ihe People then were a&ually concern'd in that Choice. 
The ſeven Deacons, Acts vi. you ſay, were but preſented or recommended by 
« the Brethren +.” But let the ſacred Story judge-----Wherefore, Brethren, 
Look YE OUT amongſt you, ſeven Men of honejt Report: And the Saying 
pleaſed the whole Multitude, and they chosk Stephen and Philip, &C. ----Can 
Words be more expreſs ? 

That Biſhops and Paflors were choſen in the ancient Church by the Suffrage 
of the People, the Evidence is ſo ſtrong, as greatly to try the Countenance of 
the Perſon who diſputes. Ignatius, if you will allow him genuine, ſays, * 7 
becomes you as the Church of Go to cyuss a Biſhop. Alexander was made Biſhop 
of Feruſalem, by the Campulſion or Choick of the Members of that Church. Upon 
the Death of Anterus, Biſhop of Rome, All the People met together in the Church to 
chuſe a Succeſor---anl they all took Fabianus and placed him in the epiſcopal Chair. 
80 Cornelius, his Succeſſor, was BLECTED by the Suffrage of the Clergy and 
Laity. Cyprian often acknowledges he was made Biſhop of Carthage, Fawore 
Plebis----Populi univerſi Sufſragio, &c. By the Favour and VoTE of all the 
People +. And expreſly ſays, Plebis maxime habet Proteftatem, wel eligendi dignos 
Sacerdotes, wel indignos recuſandi. The chief Power of causlxc worthy 
2 and of REJECTING the unworthy, belongs to Tut PEOPLE. I produce 
no further Evidence upon a Point ſo inconteſtible, but the Words of a Larne 
Brother of your own, high enough for Church Power, . That the People had 
« Votes in the Choice of Biſhops all muſt grant ; and it can be only Ignorance and 
4 FoLLY that pleads the contrary 4. 

* You think a Man provides very well for his Soul, who ſubmits bimſelf” 
« to the Inſtructions, and devoutly attends all the Adminiſtrations of an 
« able and orthodox Miniſter, by whomſeever provided. And it will be: 
« confelled, you ſuppoſe, that the King, and Biſbops, Lord-Chancellor, Nobility, 
« and Gentry, who are our greater Patrons, are more competent Judges of t 
« Abilities and Orthodoxy of Clergymen, and of their Fitneſs for particular 
« Stations, than the common Run of Men, eſpecially the Vulgar F.” But 
imagine yourſelf, Sir, for a Moment on the other Side the Water, preaching 
this wholeſome Doctrine to the good Proteflants in France, If Kings, Biſhops, 
Oc, have Authority and Right to appoint Paſtors to the People, then the 
People are bound to. receive and attend the Paſtors they ſend. But if this be 
right in one Country (I muſt again put you in Mind) tis right alſo in ano- 
ther; unleſs one Kingdom can produce a Warrant, or Charter from Heaven 

iving it ſuch Authority, which other Kingdoms have not. If this Doctrine 
Truth in England, tis Truth alſo in France. The brave Proteſtants then 
have ra and wrwarrantably withdrawn themſelves from the Paſtors, whom 
their King and Bidats had ſet over them; they ought to return, and ſubmit 


to their e/talli/bed Guides, and not proudly attempt to find Miniſters more 


able and orthodox, than thoſe their Superiors have ſolemnly deputed to that 
Tratt.----Will you ſtand, Sir, to this Doctrine? If not, you mult allow every- 


Man a Right to judge for himſelf. 
Tos 


1 Let. II. p.8 + Ibid. * Epiſt. adPhilad. + Vid. Conflitut, and. 
Diſcipline of & Primitive. Church, p. 46. } Leah of Church Powers. 
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48 
To the common and juſt Plea “ That every Man has as good a Right 
c“ to chuſe his own Paſtor, to whom to commit the Care of his Soul, as to 
« chuſe his er or Phyſician, with whom he inftruſts his Body or Eſtate, “ 
you reply : ** Phyficians in many Places are provided by Governors for 
% thoſe who are fick, as in Che/ſea, and other Hoſpitals, whilſt no Body 
« dreams of any Incroachment upon their natural Rights ||.” But tell me, 
Sir, would you not complain, if whenever you were ſick, you were 
@BLIGED' #0 accept of this public Proviſion ; and musT commit yourſelf to the 
Care of thoſe Gentlemen of the Faculty who officiated in the Hoſpital, ſup- 
. Poſing you lived near it, whatever Notion you had of their Fidelity or Skill ? 
Or ſhould a Phy/ician be provided, and eftabliſhed by Law in each Pariſh of 
this Kingdom, would you not call it an Jzfringment of your natural Right, 
to be obliged to call him in (however ignorant or uncapable you took him to 
be) and to commit your Health to his Care; eſpecially if the:e was at Hand 
enather, licenſed by Authority, whom you thought to have better Judgment, 
and from whoſe Preſcripts you had received frequent and fignal Relief? I 
am perſuaded in this Caſe, you would ſtrongly and very juſtly cm of 
the Reſtraint. But every Man ſurely, is as capable, and has as undoubted 
Right to judge and to chuſe what Miniſter to attend for the Edification of his 
Soul, as what Phyſician to uſe for the Recovery of his Health. 
% No, you reply, there is a Difference in the too Caſes; your Paſtor; are 
& your Guides and Governors, to whom you owe Subjeion in ſpiritual Things: 
« And it is not, I think, quite ſo reaſonable to challenge to yourſelves the 
« chufing of theſe, as of the other who have no Authority over you *.” But 
I beſeech you, good Sir, who MADE them my Governors ? Who cave them 
this Rule and Authority over me? Does every gay STRIPLING, juſt emancipated 
from the College, that can get (and there are various Ways of getting, you 
know Sir, not fit to be here mentioned) to be inducted into a good Living, 
does he, I aſk, thence forward become Governom of ai the Souls dwellin 
in his Pariſh, to whom they wa Subjection in ſpiritual Things? What mu 
all the learned, the wiſe, the grave and experienced Perſons reſiding in that 
Pariſh, conſider the exrobed YouTH as their ſpiritual Rurer, veited with 
AvTuorITY over them, in Things pertaining to Gop, to Conſcience, and 
to Eternity] Yes, he has AuTrortITY, you ſay, over me, I owe him, „i- 
ritual Subjeftion. But how far, Sir, does the Authority of my young RuLer 
extend? Muſt I believe whatever he tells me, becauſe He hath ſaid it; or, 
4 whatever he commands me, becauſe He hath injoined it; or, follow my 
ſpiritual Guide wherever He ſhall lead me, without - confidering, examining, 
and judging for myſelf, whither the Courſe tends ? And if | happen to think 
he is leading me <vrong, mult I ſtill obey and ſubmit to my ghoſily Dixkxcroa, 
and truſt God with the Event? Am I to deliver myſelf up entirely, or only 2 
little, and in Part, to his ſacerdotal Authority? And muſt I ſee Things in 
Religion, andy and aways by the Eyes ot my Overſeer, or ought I not alſo 
femetimes, at leaſt, to fee with my own Will you pleaſe to inform me alſo, 
whether, as my young Governor undertakes to judge for me now, he will alſo 
undertake 70 be judged for me hereafter ; and be damned for me too, if I ha 
pen to go aſtray, by going as he directs ?----A certain Nobleman, not half a 
Century ago, got his Hunt/man inducted into a good Living; and from of 
the Care of his Hounds, advanced him to the Prietthood and to the Cre of 
Seals. ow from the Time of his Inveſliture with this new Character and 
Offce, 


|| Lowth on Church Power, p. 13. #* Ibid p. 14. 
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"Office, he became the Govenxor and Guive, it gem, of all the Souls in his 
Pariſh, and they oweD him Subjection in ſpiritual Things. If a Locke then, a 
Newton, or even his Lordſbip himſelf who gave him the Living, had dwelt 
within its Bounds, they og reverently to regard Him as their firitual 
GoveRNoR and DIRECTOR ; and to ſubmit themſelves to him, as having the 
RuLE over them, and watching for their Souls.----But are theſe Claims to be 
vouched, or is this Doctrine to be preached, in this Age of Liberty and Light? 
Let them for the Honour of CRISTIAVITx, be eternally ſuppreſſed.----- 
I am forced then to return, Sir, to the Point whence I ſet out, and to ac- 
knowledge the Right which every Man has, in Things of Religion, to call 
— upon Earth MasTER, but to examine and judge, and chuſe for 

As to the Manner in which the Choice of our Miniſters is conducted, againſt 
which you except, I believe no Elections of any kind, are tranſacted with 
greater Fairneſs and Equity than theſe. And the Nature of the Thing ſpeaks, 
that thus it muſt be, For ours being Aſemblies formed only by Conſent, and 
ſupported only by vo/untary Contributions of their Members, any oppreſſive 
or _— Management would throw them preſently into Confuſion, 
diſband and break them up. To your Queſtion----#ho are the Ele&ors? And 
to all the Objections you raiſe on that Head----I reply, by praying you to 
turn your Eyes, Sir, to a Britiſb Parliament, or to an Englis Convocation, 
and tell me, who are the Elefors ? And how is the Choice conducted But if 
both the Parliament and Convocation, notwithſtanding the enormous Diſpro- 
prove and Inequality of the E/:&ors, be yet accounted and gloried in as the 

EPRESENTATIVE of the Nation; and you compliment your Fellow Britons 
upon their invaluable Privilege in being ruled by Laws of their own making, 
and in paying no Taxes, but what themſelves by their Repreſentatives, have 
conſented to lewy.----Your Exceptions to our Elections will be preſently with 
drawn, and you will ſtill give us leave to glory, as poſſeſſing this ancient 
undoubted Right of the Chriſtian Church. 

But tis Time, Sir, that I now releaſe your Patience and Attention, havi 
ſtrained, I fear, both to their utmoſt Extent. There are many other Pafts 
of your Letters as liable to remark, as thoſe I have taken Notice of, but I 
would not be tedious.----I might have expoſtulated with you largely on your 
reading, as Parts of your. publick Worſhip, the fabulous and groſs Legends 
of Bel and the Dragon, of Judith and Suſannah ; and above all, the magical 
Romance of receiving a fair Virgin from the Inchantments of her infernal 
Lower, and conjuring away the 2morous Devil Aſmodeus, by the Fumes of a 
Fiſh's Liver----Is it for the Honour of the Chriſtian Name, think you, Sir, to 
have ſuch ſpurious and idol Tales read ſolemnly in our Churches (if ſolemnly 

can be read) and made Parts of our publick Worſoip ? What will an 
Unbeliever think, when preſent at ſuchWorſhip ? When he ſees /uch Things nor 
only bound up with the HoLy Sckirruxks, but commanded to be read as fuch 
in the Order of the Common Prayer ! Will it not heighten his Contempt of 
the Credulity of Believers, and eſtabliſh his Prejudices againſt the Hiſtory, the 
Miracles, and Doctrines of CuzisT ?---- 

I might alſo have aſked you, Sir, to what Oriental Derry you pay your 
Devoirs, whefffrom the North, the South, the Vet, the Worſhippers in your 
Church on certain ſolemn Occaſions, turn reverently towards the EasT, and 
make their peculiar Honours? To wrom, Sir, I beſeech you, are theſe 
peculiar Honours paid ? Not ſurely to 822 omnipreſent I uoνα he 
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is an Muy Spirit, you know, alike preſent in all Places; not more 
confined to one Quarter of the Heavens, than to another: Jo repreſent him 
as being ſo, is to diſhonour and offend him, to detract from the Glory of his 
Jenmenjity or Omnipreſence, and to give Men very falſe and unworthy Notion 
of Gap. This worſhiping towards the EasT, is not, I think, ordered by 
any Canon of your Church, which is now generally received; but tis (if I 
miſtake not) its common and prevailing Practice. I ſhould be glad to be in- 
formed, for I aſſure you, Sir, I am quite ignorant, what Shadow of Ground, 
either from Reaſon or Scripture, you can poſſibly pretend, for this unac- 
countable Sup erftition, for ſuch you muſt allow me at preſent to think it. 
If you ſay, The Worſhip is paid toward the ALTAR, this ſeems to make the 


Matter more inexplicable ſtill. For what is there in the ALTar, to make it 


a proper Object of religious Veneration ? Indeed, whilſt the Breaden Gop was 
upon it, the People who believed it to be the very Body of Curisr, did 
well to pay their Homage to it: But now that Ipol is taken thence, I can- 

not for my Life perccive, what Shadow of Divinity Proteſtants ſee in the 
AlL rasa, that they ſhould give it rc/igieus Honours. 

As much, Sir, am I at a Loſs, when endeavouring to reconcile to Reaſon 

and good Senſe, another of your additional Beauties and Splendors of public 

Worthip, wiz. Bowing at the Name of JEsUs. As for that Paſſage of the 

Apollle, Philip. ii. 10. That at the Name of JESUS every Knee ſhall bow--- 
the learned Men of your Church, I preſume, univerſally diſclaim it, as in the 

leaſt —_— or injoining this Practice. Your great Dr. Nichols“ vindicates 

your Church from ſuch an wncouth and ridiculous Abuje of this Text, and 

aſhrms, that it is not once mentioned in any of your eccleſiaſtical Conflitutions, as 

to this Matter, and adds, that you are not so DULL as to think, that thoſe 

Wards can be rigorouſly applied to this Purpeſe. But if this Text be acknowledged 

not in the leaſt to authorize or require this A of Worfoip, what Shadow of. 
Argument, Sir, can you poſlibly bring, either from Reaſen or Scripture, 

which ſhall ſo much as ſeem to ſupport it? Why then does your Church 


command (Canon XVIII.) that when in Time of divine Service the LORD 


JESUS Hall be mentioned, duly and lewly Reverence ſhall be done by all Perſons 
preſent ? Is not this, Sir, by your own Confeſſhon, an Act of Will Worfoip, a 
Commandment, an Invention of Men, not in the leaſt founded upon the Autho- 
rity and Will of Gop ! | 
But why, Sir, muſt this /ozv/y Rewerence be made at the Name of JESUS, 
and not at the Name of CHRIST, at the Name IMMANUEL, JEHOVAH, 


or GOD? Is there not in all theſe, ſomething at leaſt a, venerable and 


worthy of peculiar Honours ; indeed ſomething much more ſo, than there is in 
the Name of JESUS ; a Name not at all pecu/iar to our bleſſed Saviour, but 
which was common to him with a great many other Men ?-----But if this 
peculiar Rewerence muſt be made at the Name of JESUS, why not at all Time: 
whenever tis mentioned, at leaſt in public Worſhip? Why in the Creed only, 
which is but a human Compoſition, and not every Time tis read from the 


Goſpels and Epiſtles, which were indited by the HoLy-GnosT ? But I preſs 


no further a Peint, which I believe few of your own Church think capable 


»of a rational and ſolid Defence.----- 


I have now finiſhed my Reply, Sir, to the Letters with which you have 


publickly honoured me, and have with Freedom ſet before you, the chief 
. Diffculties and Objefions which keep me in a State of Separation from your 


Church. 


— 
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Church. If by calm and fair Argument, you can ſhew my Objections to be 
futilous and weak, I ſhall with Pleaſure become your Convert, and readily 
obey the Calls of wordly Intereſt and Honour. | 

But as you, Sir, have the Dignities, EmoJuments, and Powers of. this World 
on your Side, you mult give us Leave to think, at leaſt till we are better 
taught, that we have TRUTH on ours. TRUTH, which is czxear, 
and will finally pret ail. Nor am I, Sir, without Hope, that, upon an impartial 
Review of the Merits of the Cauſe betwixt us, o-nipotent TRUTH may 
even bend your Mind towards us; and diſpoſe you, like ove wizo has ſince 
had the Honour of being called the great Apaſtle, to join yourſelf to theſe you 
once cenſured and deſpiſed. 

What though you have not the Honours and Profits of this World to draw 
you to our Communion, are we ever the leſs like to be the genuine Apoſlolic 
Church of a crucified, deſpiſed, inſulted JESUS for this? Hath he not 
-expreſly told us, that His Kingdom is not of this World *.---- That whoever 
will come after him, muſt deny himſclf, and take up his Croſs +.---That not many 
mighty and noble are called I. Are not the Witneſſes to TRUTH, to Prophecy, 
cloathed in Sacicloath F, till the promiſed Times of refroßbing come from the 

Appearance of Cuz1sr ? Is not the yuxE Apoſtolic Church, the true Spouſe of 
Cuxis r, repreſented in the Rewelation as a Woman driven into the Wilderneſs ||, 

i. e. in an afflicted and forſaken State; whilſt the corrupt and antichriftian 
Church (the apoſtate Church of Rome) is careſſed and enriched by the Kings 
of the Earch **, glittering in all the Pomp and Splendor of this World, wan- 
"toning in Luxury, Power, and Wealth? Does TR UT H need the Charms 
of earthly Grandeur to recommend it, or the Force of ciw// Power to ſpread 
or to eſtabliſh it? Was it hu the bleſſed GOSPEL was at firſt propagated, 
made its Way, and prevailed over all the Earth? No, worldly Grandeur 
and Power have generally, you well know, Sir, if not evermore, been ex- 
tremely injurious to it; have enervated, obſtructed, under Pretence of im- 
proving, have greatly corrupted and depraved it, and have robbed it of its 
native Beauty, and Glory, and Strength. 

High Dignities and Preferments, Mitres and Thrones, Lordſhips and large 
Revenues, have a mighty Force, you will own, Sir, to bia/s and perwert the 
Mind, in its Searches after T RUTH. Theſe are not the Mcans which the 
Gov f TRUTH uſes, to draw the Mind to it; but you know they 
are the Means, which the great Exzux is wont to uſe, to ſeduce the Mind 
from it. "Tis therefore, I apprehend, Sir, no Preſump:ion at all in Favour 
of any Church, that it ſhines with all the Glory of worldly Honours and 
Wealth. This the propheric Scriptures very clearly deſcribe as the State of 
the falſe Church, whilſt the true Church of JESUS CHRIST, his genuine 
and faithful Followers, are to be a /irtle, d:ſþi/ed Flack : A Se every where 
ſpoken againſt : In the World it is to have Tribulation, till the expected happy 
Period, when it ſhall be the FaTntr's good Pleaſure to give them THE 
Kincpom. 

Let not then the /oww Fate of our Intereſt, as to the preſent World, at all 
frighten or diſcourage you, Sir, from caſting in your Lot amongſt us. The 
Werld paſſeth away, and all its Glories and Pomp will ſoon vaniſh like a Dream 
before the deſcending Son of Gop, whom we ſtedfaſtly expect And then to 


be found faithful; and to have ſtuck with wnjzaken Lox alTy to the ox 
Lawgiver, 


Jou xvi. 36, f Matt. xvi. 24 Þ Tor. 26. 4 N 
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Lawgiver, Lord, and g of the Church. To have denied ourſelves and 
worldly Honours, Preferments or Profits out of Conſcience towards Him. 
To have been /eparated from Men's Company, caſt out and reproach'd, becauſe 
we would not make a Sacrifice of our Virtue and Integrity to the Applauſe 
of the' Many, or the Favour of the Great.----Will yield divine Comfort, and 
procure immortal Honours in the everlaſting Kingdom of Gop. Pardon me, 
Sir, if I am here acting a little out of Character, and ſeem to invade your 
'Office L For I am extremely ambitious of engaging ſo ingenious a Gentleman 
amongſt us.- 

Theſe, Sir, are the Proſpects with which Di/enters fupport themſelves 
under all their Diſadvantages with regard to preſent World. They 
remember WNOsR Diſciples and Followers they are-----WHoO it is that hath faid, 
IN VAIN do they euorſbip me, teaching for Doctrine the COMMANDMENTS or 
Mezx.---Wno hath ſtrictly charg'd them to call x0 Man wpon Earth MasTeR, 
becauſe ONE only is their Masa, even CHRIST. -And, finally, Wo it is 
that hath promiſed, that if any Man ſhall forſake Houſe, or Brethren, or Sifters, 
or Children, or Lands, for his Name Sake ; he ſhall receive an hundred fold; and 
fall inberit EvsxLasTING Lies. 


I now conclude, Sir, by beſeeching you very carefully to remember, that 
the Controverſy betwixt us depends ab/olutely and entirely upon the Decifion 
of this /ingle Point.----Is there any OTHER Lanwgiver or King in the Church 
of Gop, to whoſe Authority and Command, as to Things of Religion, Cuxis- 
TIANS are bound to ſubmit, BESIDES. _ Custer? Or is there not ?--- 
If there be no cther Lawgiver, befides JESUS CHRIST, no other King, no 
ether Authority to whoſe Decree: in Point of Doctrine, and to whoſe Injun#ions 
in Point of Worſhip, CuxIs Tias are obliged, and ought to /abmit: Then 
the Diſſenters, in tvery impartial Judgment, will be, muſt be Hit: Then 
they act right ; then they ought to be commended, and will ſurely be rewarded 
for adhering loyally and firmlly to the ONE only King and Loxp of the 
Church: And for faithfully Oppoſing the Claims of any other Power; and 
for Refuſing Obedience to the Injunctions of ary other Lawgiver ; and the 
Deciſions of. any other Fudge ; who hath made other Articles of Faith, other 
Terms of Communion, other Rites of Worſhip, befides and abewe thoſe Which 
CHRIST himſelf has made. 

For to illuſtrate the Caſe.----If any foreign Prince ſhall pretend to make 
Laws, and preſcribe Rules of Action to the People of theſe Realms, and ſhall 
exact Obedience to his Injunctions from the Subjects of King George ; I aſk, 
does not your Allegiance to Him, your oNLY Sovereign, require and oblige you 
to make your Proteſt againſt any ſuch Laws, and to refi/e your Obedience to 
them ? But is not the Church a Province in which CHRIST alone is King, as 
much as theſe Realms are the Dominions only of King George? If any buman 
Peotentate then ſhall riſe up in the Church, and ſhall claim Authority and Domi- 
nien over the Conſciences of CARISsT's Subjects; Authority as to Things of 
Faith, to decree what Hs hath not decreed ; and Dominion as to 7 my of 
Worſtip, to appoint Rites and Inſtitutions which He hath not appointed; I 
aſk you, Sir, does not your Allegiance to Cyr1sT, your only Sovereign, 
require and oblige you to enter your Proteſt againſt ſuch u/urp'd Authority, and 
to refuſe your Obedience to it ? ; 

This, Sir, I repeat it, becauſe I earneſtly intreat your peculiar Attention 
to it, is the ¶ ential and important Point upon which the Controverſy betwixt 
us entirely turns. If you can prove, that there is another Lawgiver, another 


Judge, another King in the Church, beſides Jesvs Chatsr, to whoſe Authe- 
"rity we are to ſubmit in Things of Religion; and that the King and Parlin- 
ment of theſe Realms are this Lawgiver, and this Judge; you will then at 
once gain your Point; and by that „inge Blow you will entirely, overthrow 
\ the azjenting Intereſt and Churches. 
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Converts and flock into the EHabliſb d Church. 


But if you cannot prove this Point; you then yie/ the Cauſe to us; you 
then, in effect, own us ju/tified before the World; and you leave us to indulge 
the rational and reviving Hope of being acknowled 
at his Return into the World, as his Je, and obedient Subjects; of being 
advanced to peculiar Honours and Dignities in his Kingdom, as we have here 
fuffer'd on Account of our Duty and Alligiance to him; and of receiving from 
our JUDGE, before Angels and Men, that Sentence of Applauſe- - ell dune, 


GOOD and FAITHFUL Servants, enter ye into the Foy of your LORD. 


I have only to add, Sir, that this Principle. That Cur13T is the oxly 
Lawgiver and King in his Church ; and that no Man, no Body of Men upon 
Earth, have any Authority to make Laws, or to preſcribe Things in Religion, 
which ſhall oblige the Conſciences of his Subjects; is the grand, the only 
Principle, upon which the Unity, the Purity, and the Peace of the Chriftian 
Take away this, and you let in endleſs Diſcords 
and Corruptions into it: You ſplit it into Parties: You make CnaIsTIAM Ir 
one Thing, in one Country ; a quite different, in another, 
make it wear an Epiſcopal Form: In Scotland, a Preſbyterian : In France, a 
Popiſh : In Denmark, a Lutheran: In Pruſſia, a Calvinift: In Raſffie,. a 
— But ought theſe Cow. + to be ſo? Is CirtsT divided? Is 

Body? Can theſe be all 


Church can poſſibly ſubſiſt. 


Grecian, &c 


this the Unity of his one beautiful, well-compacted 
4 apoſtolic Chri/lianity ? -Rather, are either of them ſo ?- When 

e Powers of this World take upon them authoritatively-to interpret and pre- 
of Religion, which are Cyr1sT's Kingdom and Province, 


ſcribe in Things 
they act ha t 


The certain Conſequence of which is Confuſions, Separations ; the Unity of 
the Church is broken, the Rights of Chri/tians violated, a Gate open'd for 
innumerable Superſtitions and Inventions to enter, and mingle with the pure 


We will immediately become your 


d by our great Lawgiver, 


In England you 


heir Sphere : They invade the Throne of another Prince : 


Doctrines of CaugisT ; and hence neceſſarily flow Schiſms, Emulations, 
Contentions, and every evil Work. 


I beſeech you, Sir, by the Mercies of Gop ; and for the Honour Cbriſtia- 
ity ; and by the A/lzgiance you owe your only Lawgiver Ixus CurisT, to 
weigh theſe Things in an impartial and unbiaſs'd Mind. May his Spirit. of 
Truth judge betwixt us upon the Point, and teach us his Will! Te his 


Influence I commend you, Sir, and am, 


With great Sincerity, 


— 


Your very Humble Servant, 
A DISSENTER, 
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Containing Remarks on the DEereEnce of your Three 


LETTERS, 


HE above Letter being ſent to the Preſs before your Defence, &c. was 
advertiſed ; its Publication was laid, till I had ſeen what Occaſion 
it might give, either to retract or ſupport what was offer'd in my fr ff Letter. 
You ſeem moved» at its pretending to be an Anſwer to your three Letters, 
when ſo ſmall a Part of them is conſider d therein: And with Airs quite 
ſuitable to the Cauſe you are, pleading, eccigſiaſtical Authority, give me to 
underſtand, that your taking any Notice of this Performance is to be confider'd 
as a Condeſcenſion to which you were not obliged, and which I had no Right 
to expect from you. But, pray recollect: What was the avow'd Deſign and 
Purport of your Letters? Was it not to refute the great and popular Objefions 
of the Difſenters, and to bring me over to your Church ? But upon Reading your 
Letters, I found you had ſcarce touch'd upon the principal Oljection which 
kept me from your Church. Was it not then my Part to ſtate the Objection 
to you, and ſet it in its full Light? As ung / d, you had taken on you to be 
my Inſtructor in this Affair; had I not a 1 * to lay my Difficulty before 
you, and to demand your Solution of it? What, muſt I confine myſelf to the 
- Pleas which you had ſeen fit to cook up for the Diſſenters; and if IT preſume 
to offer others, you will magiſterically call them Ramblings, in which you are 
not obliged to follow? Very pleaſant indeed | 
Here therefore I now put in my Claim, Sir, and give you to underſtand, 
that Iexpect your plain and full Anſwer to the ſeveral Oljections againſt your 
rene Forms preſented in the above Letter: Some of which, tho' you 
knew them to be of great Weight with Diſſenters, you dextrouſly avoided 
bringing into the Debate. To this you are molt clearly and indiſpenſibly 
obliged by the Province you have taken on you. If there be any Parts of the 
Liturgy indefenſible and abſurd, this (1.) condemns your own CONFORMITY, 
who not only declare, but ſolemnly ſubſcribe your un/eigned ent and Conſent to 
ALL ardENERY THixG contained in and preſcribed by the Bock of Common Prayer, 
c. And, (2.) it juſtifies the Separation, by proving it a ſevere and cruel 
Thing to caſt out above 2000 of our Miniſters from the Church for not 
declaring and ſubſcribing this a»feigned Aſſent and Conſent, &c. which began 
the Separation. | 
This being premiſed, we come to the Point of Church Authority, upon 
which the Controverſy turns. Here I obſerve, with pleaſure, that you are 
for mutilating your XXth Article, ridding your Hands of one Part, and 
Holding only to the other. © The Church's Authority in Matters of Faith you 
* have nothing, you ſay, to do with *.”----But this, you know, your Church 
claims as much as a Power to 'make Ceremonies; and againſt this Part of its 
Claim I as much excepted as againſt the other. When you declare therefore 
| yen 


mo 


* Defence, p. 18. 
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you have nothing to ds with it, you mean, if I take you right, you will nor 
retend to undertake its Defence. This to be ſure is wiſe : No Man upon 
Earth being able to defend it. But then, is it not extremely hard that your 
Church ſhould ſtill ;nfexibly maintain its Claim to this Authority: Should 
force its Clergy to ſubſcribe and acknowledge this Claim; and keep Diſſenters 
from a Share in thoſe Emoluments, * after awhich, you ſay, they languifh,” 

partly for refuſing their ſolemn Subſcription to ſo unreaſonable a Claim ? 
« By the Charch's Power to decree Rites and Ceremonics, is meant, a 
« Right in the Paſtors and Governors thereof, to ordain and appoint ſuch 
Things, ſo as to make it, ordinarily, the Duty of the People to conform 
« themſelves to them +.”----You have artfully declined to ſay, <vbem you 
underſtand by its Paſtors and Gvernors ; but from other Paſſages 5 it is evident 


you mean the Bet and Clergy ; for the Civil Mogiftrate, you declare, has 


uo ſuch Poxwer at all 1. Now, 


1. 'That the Clergy have no Power nor Authority at all of this kind over- 


the Laity, I proved beyond all doubt from the expreſs Command of our great 
Lawgiver.----C:1! no Man upon Earth MasTER ; ONE is your MasTER, ever 
Cukr1s8T, and all ye are Brethren *. The Princes of the Gentiles exerciſe Domi- 
nion and Authority over them, but it ſhall not be ſo among/t you ||, What have 
you ſaid in Anſwer to theſe Texts? Not a fingle Word. You leave them to 
ſtand in full Force againſt you : And without one Text of Scripture to ſup- 
port this Authority of the Clergy over the Laity, you go on to treat it as a 

Thing indiſputable and allow'd : And labour hard in raiſing a pompous 
Structure upon the Sand, What you ſay as to the , Charity, has bon 
conſider d above, p. 33. Should even 2his be allow'd to be a merely cecleftaſti- 
cal and prudential Inſtitution, it will by no means eſtabliſh the Authority you 
claim for your Paftors and Governers ; the Orders, Decrees, and Appoint- 


ments of thoſe Times being by the common Conſent and Suffrage of the whole 


Church; in which the Laich had an equal, if not a far greater, Share of 
Authority than the Clergy +F But, 

2. Your lodging this Power in the Paſtors and Governors abſolutely con- 
tradias the Articles themſelves. For as the XXth Art: claims it for h- 
Church : So the immediately preceeding Art. (XIX.) expreſly defines what 
it means by Tus CuuRCH, wiz. A Congregation of faithful Men where the 
pure Word of Gel is preach'd.----"Tis to the whole Body of the Faithful then that 
this Power of decreeing Ceremonies, if any ſuch there be, belongs: How 
then do you preſume, Sir, to wreſt it from them, and to velt it ſolely in the 
Clergy ? And, 

3. When you add, that to this Right of the Paſtors to decree Ceremonies, it 
is the Peoples Duty, 0RDINARILY, to conform themſchves : The Word, ordinarily, 
ſeems thrown in as a Miſt to darken the Point; a ſeaſonable Salus to which 
to retreat when you feel yourſelf puſh'd. What mean you, Sir, by ordinarily ? 
How ſhall the People know xen it is, and auben it is not, their Duty to 

ſubmit to theſe Injunctions of their ſpiritual Governors? Are the People 

themſelves to judge, a/ways to judge, of the Fitneſs and Expedience of the 
injoia'd Ceremonies ; or are they not? If they are not, then they are abſo- 

lutely to reſign themſelves to the Direction of their Governors; which is pal- 
pable and groſs Pepery, and leads direQly to Rome. But if they are, then 

the Babel of Church Authority is at once overthrown : For then the Authority 

reſides 
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reſides no longer in the Decrees of the Governors, but in hc Judgment of the 

People. "Tis the Judgment they form of them, which a/one makes them 
binding upon them or not. Of heir Number, whether they are too many; 
and of their Nature, whether they are ſuperſtitious, foppiſh, and vain, you ſeem 
ſometimes to allow, the People are to judge: But if they have a Right 70 udge, 
they have Right alſo 70 ac in Conſequence of that Judgment; and to withs raw 
from thoſe Churches where ſuch Ceremonies are injoin'd, as they thin foppiſh 
and vain; and to join themſelves to others, where they think the Worſhip of 
Gop perform'd in a more ſcriptural and proper Manner. So then, the ſolemn 
Parade of Church-Authority turns out a meer Shadow. Tis an Authority 
to command, which no one is under Obligation to obey. This Power 
of making Ceremonies muſt be either limitted or unlimitted : If it be not /imitred 
(which you ſeem to difavow) Pray! what is it limits? What preſcribes its 
Bounds beyond which it foall not paſs ? If the Church has Power to ordain 
foe Ceremonies, why not ten? And if ten, why not more? Who ſhall pre- 
tend to ſay how far it may go? 
Tour Illuſtration © as to the King's Injun#ions,” &c. will not reach the 
Caſe ; becauſe the Conſtitution and Laws of England empowers the King to 
make ſuch Injunctions: But you have not yet proved, and I preſume never 
will prove, that the Conſtitution of the Chrifian Church empowers its Paſtors 
to decree Ceremonies and Rites. 

You aſk 1 Where does the Church pretend 70 be alone the proper Judge, 
* or where diſallow private Chriſtians to judge for themſelves in theſe 
« Matters ?” I will tell you, Sir, in its XXXIVth Article, which decrees, 
that aubeſocwer thro' his pRIvaTE JUDGMENT, willingly and purpoſely doth only 
break the Traditions and Ceremonies of the Church, which be not 4. vor to t 
Word of Gov, and be ordain'd by common Authority, ought to be rebuked openty 
{that others may fear to do the like) as he that offendeth agen the common 
Order of the Church, and hurteth the AuTuorITY of the MacisTRATE. 
Private Judgment, you ee, is here forbid to oppoſe the common Order of the 
Church, and the Authority of the Magiſtrate ; and when it preſumes ſo to do, 
is to be cenſured and puniſhed for it. 
The Church of France, and the Church of Rome, you acknowledge, to 

*« be as much poſſeſſed of this Power as the Church of Eng/and: But it does 
not follow that becauſe they have a Power to decree Rites, that they may 
therefore decree Fopperies and Superſtitions t. — But by what Mark, I pray, 
do you diſtinguiſh betwixt Rites and F jeg; betwixt Ceremonies and Super- 
fiitions ? The: Conſecrating of Ground in the Church of England is a Rite, 
but the Couſecrating of Water in the Church of France is a Foppery.----The 
Prieſt's ſigning the iſed Infant with the Sign of the Croſs, in Token 
that it ſhall confeſs a crucified Chriſt, is a ſignificant Rite: But his putting 
his Finger into his Ear, in Token that it ſhall hear the Word of Gop ; ot 
Salt upon its Tongue, ia Token that its Speech ſhall be ſeaſon'd with Salt, 
are intollerable Fopperies.----The Bowings to the Altar, —_— at the Name 
of Feſus, Kneeling at the Communion, Sponſors, Surplicz, Hoods, Lawn 
Sleeves, and every thing of this kind uſed in the Church of England, are 
edifying and decent Ceremonies, * of clear Signification and indiſputable Uſe 5. 
But the Slippers and Staff, Knocking on the Breaſt, Elevations, Croſſings, 
Geſticulations, Sprinklings with holy Water, &c. practiſed in the Church of 
Rome, are ridiculous Superſtitions.----How happy to have Governors thus 
ſpiritually gifted ; able to diſtinguiſh betwixt Things that differ ! « My 
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My Suggeſtion, that by the meer Conceſſions of your XX th Article 
* 'Thouſands of Proſelytes have been gain'd from yon to the Church of Rome, 
« js raſh, you ſay, and groundleſs : Nor do you believe I can name ene who 
« was ever gain'd by it “. --] will give you two Inflances almoſt equal to 
a thouſand, The u ſhall be the renowned Chillingworth, who was gain'd 
to the Church of Rcme, chiefly by this Argument, viz. The Neceſſity of an 
infallitle living Judge of Centroverjics t: Which is but a different Expreſſion 
for the Authority of the Church in Matters of Faith. Now if this Argument 
was fo plauſible as to vanquiſh, and lead captive ſo great a Maſter of Reaſon, 
Multitudes of weaker Minds have, no doubt, fallen by its Force. The 
other ſhall be King Fames IT, of whom Biſhop Burnet ſays, he gave me this 
Account of the Change of bis Religion.----< All due Care was Wen to form 
«* him to a ſtrict Adherence to the Church: Amongſt other Things much 
« was ſaid of the AuTHORITT of the Church, and of the Tradition from the 
« Apoſtles in ſupport of Epiſcopaqy. So when he came to obſerve that there 
« was more Reaton to. ſxbmiz to the Catholic Church, than to one perticular 
« Church; and that other Traditions might be taken on her Word, as well 
„as Ehiſcepaq was received amongſt us, he thought the Step was not great, 
«« but that it was very reaſonable to go over to the Church of Rome f. See 
how dangerous a Weapon is this ſame Church Authority: And how capable of 
being uſed to the infinite Prejudice of the Proteſtant Cauſe ! . 
„ But granting this Authority of the Church, Ci. c. of its Paſtors and 
Governors, its Biſhops and Clergy) How, you atk, would our N. formation . 
«« be overthrown by it; which was not carried on in Oppoſition to Authority, 
% but with the Concurrence of all the Authority in the Nation $?” Strange, 
Sir, you ſhould ſo ſoon forget Did notI remember you that the Reformation 
under Queen Ekzabeth, and the preſent Forms of Worſhip preſcribed in the 
Common-Prayer, were ſtrongly oppoſed by every Biſhop in the Kingdom ; 
and the Convocation then fitting, were ſo far from having any hand in it, 
that they preſented to the Parliament ſeveral Propoſitions in favour of Popery,. 
directly contrary to the Proceedings of the Parliament? The Ciwi/ Magiftrate, 
you affirm, has no Pixwer at all, nor Autherity in theſe Matters ||. They are the '1 
Paſtors and Governors of the Church, in whom alone it is lodged. But 1 
behold, theſe Paſtors and Governors were zealous for the old Religion ! They | 
argued, voted, petitioned. ftrenuauſly for it, and againſt. the Reformation. - | 
The Reformation then, upon your Principles, is built upon a wrong Bottom: 1} 
Was carried on, not in Concurrence with, but in avow'd Oppoſition to, all tb 1 
Autherity of the Nation. How juſtly might I here return your own ungenerous | 
Compliment, r was great Roſkn:/s (too great it Cn if indeed it was 1 
r T'REACHBRY and PLAYING Bor v, t» /et the Proteflant Cauſe upen ſo ſandy. '1 
& Foundation **. Your Principles, if digeſted into proper Form, will ſtand | 
thus. The Church ' hath Power and Authority to decree Ceremonies and | 
«© Rites ; But by the Church, obſerve, I underſtand, not the King and Parlia- . 
« ment, not the Civil Magiſtrate, who have no Power at all relating to. theſe 
« Matters ; but the Bf only and. Clergy, who are appointed and called 
« of Gov to be its Paſtors and Governors: But remember, my Countrymen, 
„ the Common-Prayer, and Forms of Worſhip now eſtabliſhed and uſed 
nay .. | -amobL 
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n amongſt you, were introduced into this Church, not by he Authority, no» 
« nor yet by the Conſent of the Paitors and Governors whom Gop had et. 
« over it, but in direct Oppoſition to them. It was a Change brought about 
« entirely by the Cv Magiſfrate, who had no Authority to effect it. It 
«« was therefore really no other than an eccleſiaſtical Rebellion, an unjuſtifia- 
« ble Revolt from the only rightful Rulers and Governors of the Church 
in its ſpiritual Concerns,” ---- 

This, Sir, I apprehend, is the plain Tendency of your Principles; though 
I know you have been ſo wiſe as to contradi& them again, by allowing, 
* that if Church Governors will nat come into ſuch Reformation, as is according 
* toGop's Word, but obflinately perſevere in maintaining their finful Errors 
a Corruptions, the People may reform themſehoes *.”----But this Conceſſion 
overthrows your whole Scheme of Church Authority, makes the People the 
Supreme and ultimate Judges, as to Points of Faith and Rites of Worſhip; 
brings down the Decrees of the moſt numerous and moſt holy Councils 
Convocations, and Synods, to ſtand at the Bar of every Man's private Judg- 
ment; and veſts him with Authority to receive or reject them, as to himſelf 
ſhall ſeem fit. So powerful is Truth, which will i! | 

But your Poſitions as to the Civil Magiſtrate, deſerve a more diſtin and 
accurate Conſideration, © He has no Power at all to decree Rites in divine 
« Worſhip f- This Power is not in the King and Parliament, for in this 
«. very Article (XX.) which, together with the reſt, is confirmed by Act of 
„Parliament (13 Elix. c. 12.) and thereby made a Part of our eccleſiaſtical 
«© Conſtitution, they have plainly owned it to be in the Church ; and no 
«© body imagines, that by the Church meant themſelves. The King and 
«© Parliament then have plainly diſowned any ſuch Power in themſelves, and 
have recognized it to be in the Church .“ This, Sir, is a Doctrine, which 
may be of dangerous and important Conſequence, and I believe not founded 
in Truth. For, | | 
1. As 'twas the Queen and Parliament alone, without, yea in ſition to, 
the Bibo and Convocation, which decreed the preſent Form and Worſhip of 
your Church, and to their Authority alone it owes its very Being, Birth, and 
Support ; by affirming that they had no Power nor Authority of this Nature, 
you knock down and demoliſh, the Church of England at once, and lay it 

in the Duſt. And, | | 
2. That the King and Parliament by acknowledging this Power to be in 

the Church, have not diſclaimed it, nor put it out of their own Hands, is 
inconteſtible hence, that they have at the Time expreſly told you, what 
they mean by the Church ; not the Biſhops and Clergy, but the Congregation 
of rhe Faithful ; of which Congregation themſelves are not only a Part, but 
the principal and raling Part: And accordingly, our Laws and Conſtitution 
have velted the /apreme Pozver of preſcribing Ceremonies, and Rites, 
exly in them. I aſk you----By aba Authority. do the Rubricks of the 
Common Prayer, bind the Clergy to Obedience; or avhence is it, they are 
obliged to obſerve. the Rites and Forms preſcribed in that Book ?------. 
Is it not entirely by the Authority and Act of Parliament? As for the. 
Paſtors and Governors to whom you apprepriate this Authority, the Biſhops. 
and Clergy, they have no Power by our Conſtitution to make one ſingle 
Law, to decree one Rite, or to preſcribe one Ceremony: When aſſembled. 


been t id. p. 6. 4 4bid. p. 7. 
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In Convocation, they are abſolutely under the Controul and Direction of 
the Civil Power. Even the very Subje&s of their Enquiry and Debate, as 


« well as the Extent of their Ordinances in Point of Obligation, are pre- 


« ſcribed by Statute Lau, that they cannot ſo much as attempt any Canons 
« or Conſtitutions, without a Royal Licence ; and that none of their Ordi- 
« pances are binding, even againſt the private Cuſtoms of a ſingle Pariſh *. 
How is it then you affirm, he King and Parliament to have diſowned any ſuch 
Poxwer in themſelves, aud to have recognized it to be in th: Church ?. But, 

- 3: The Point is if poſlible, fill rendered more clear from the XXXIVth 
Article above cited; which ſays, , any Man through his private Tuogment,. 
gpenty breaks the Ceremonies of the Church, ordained by common ATL, 
he [ball be ceny rebuked, as one who offendeth againſt the common Order of the 
Church, and burteth the AUTHORITY OF THE Le aa Authority 
«f the Magiſtrate then, is indiſputably concerned in erdaining theſe Ceremo- 
nies : And your Church, Sir, however loath you are to hear it, is undoub- 
tedly a Parliamentary and Ciwil Conſtitution ; made, formed, ſupported en- 


Breiy by the Civil Magiſtrate, and by him alone it js capable of being thrown 


into a new Form. | 
But you aſk, © Are not the Diſſenting Churches in the ſame Senſe Parli- 
Do they not depend entirely upon an Act of Parliament, the Act 


es oxen ae 5 wh 
« of Toleration +?” No; the Diſſenting Churches were formed, ſubſiſted, 
and grew without and before, any Parliamentary Authority. We are thank 


ful to the excellent and good Government under which we live, for the Act 


of Toleration. But would humbly beg Leave to ſay; we derive not our 


ower to aſlemble for divine Worſhip, nor our Mivilters theirs to officiate 
in ſuch. Aſſemblies, from any human Law, but from our natural Right as Men, 
and from the Authority of Cun is. The Act of Toleration only protects 
us in the Enjoyment of this Right. 
Hut above all Thingp you marvel, that whilſt I was making this Puſh 
. at the Church of England, I did not reflect how much I laid my/c{f open : 
, For if there was ever upon Earth @ Church, which could properly be called 
Parliamentary, it was the Preſbyterian in the Time of the grand Rebellion 5. 
What you call the grand Rebellion, Sir, a Britih Housk or Commons, ſince 
the Reſtoration, call a Vindication of their jus LIS EX TIESs; and brought one 
of their Members, Lenthal, upon his Knees at the Bar, and there ſharply 
reprimanded him, for preſunung to reflect upon it in the Manner you have 
dane |. Beſides, if it was a grand Rebellion, the Shame and reproach of it falls 
chiefly upon the Church of England ;. the Parliament who began it, conſiſting 
almoit entirely of Members of that Communion, as Lord Clarendon himſelt 
owns. But, what if the Pre/cyterial Church eſtabliſhed afterward by them 
was truly Parliamentary, how have 7 laid myſelf open Had I ſaid or ſug- 
gelted any Thing at all relating to that Church, or the Proceedings of thoſe 
{ imes ? Not a ſingle Word; but for aught I had ſaid, it appears not but I 
as much condemn that Efabliment as yourſelf, How then have I laid myſclf 
Are you, Sir, the Gentleman, that reproves me for Ramllings ? 
Tou put the Caſe 1. that any of our Diſſenting Churches, or the Church 
* of Scotland, ſhould by an Act of the general Aſſembly ordain, that a decent 
. & Baſon, with clean Water ſhould be provided, and placed near the Pulpit, . 
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chat fo the Minifter taking the Child in his Arms, may conveniently pour 
« or {ſprinkle Water upon its Face, in the Name of the Father, c. Here 
are ſeveral Rites ordained, which Chriſt in his Wiſdom did not think 
proper to ordain, and one of them at leaſt as exceptionable as any excepted 
againſt in our Church, Sprinkling— What will this Gentleman fay to ſuch 
« an Appointment ?” I will ſay, Sir, that if Compliance with this Injunction 
be made a neceſſary Term of receiving Baptiſm in that Church (as the Cr/ 
and Sponſers are made neceſſary in yours) ſo as that no Child ſhall be baptized 
that is not prinbled from ſuch Baſon; and the Parent that defires to have his 
Child dipt (believing that to be the only Way in which Chriſtian Baptiſm 
ought to de adminiſtred) ſhall not have it done; in that Caſe, Sir, I will ſay 
the Church acts a tyrannical, unjuſt, ſchifmatical Part; and if I could have 
my Child baptized in any other Church, conſtituted upon a more Catholic 
and Scriptural Plan, I ſhould think it my Duty to apply to it on that Oc- 
caſion. The Spirit of Ceremony-making and Church Tyranny, is of a 
reſtleſs and incroaching Nature, and ought timely to be cruſhed. "Twas 
from ſuch ele Beginnings, the Maſs of Romiſh Fopperies grew up to its 
ent Heighth. 46 
„The — Rights you repreſent ſome of our Fellow; ſubjects as ſub- 
«© mitting to be deprived of by diſqualifying Laws, without going about to 
. turn the World upfide dewn for their Repeal F,” and vaſtly too trivial, to 
be compared with thoſe of which Diſſenters are deprived ; nor are they diſ- 
— as to theſe, upon the Account of Conſcience and Religion (the hard 
of Diſſenters) for acting as we think the Authority and Laws of Gop 
indiſpenſibly oblige us: Nor finally, can the Perſon you mention, perhaps 
be properly ſaid to have a natural Right, to ſuſtain at the ſame Time two 
different Characters, and to execute two Offices which are generally incon- 
fiſtent and interfere with each other So the Caſes are not parallel. Beſides, 
why, Sir, are we repreſented as turning the World upfide daun] Have we ever 
kindled Tumults, raiſed Mobs, demoliſhed Houſes, threatned Courts----under 
a ſeditious Cry, that our Churches vere in Danger ? We appeal to the impar- 
tial World, for the Loyalty and Peaceableneſs with which we behave. 1 
Vou paſs over, by your on Confeſſion, al/meft half my Pamphlct + un- 
Temarked ; in which the Conſtitution of the Church of England is com 
with that of the Church of Caz1sT, and they are ſhewn to be Societies of a 
quite different Nature ; ſo as that a Perſon's Separation from the one, does by 
no Means imply his Separation from the other. | Your replying nothing to 
this you will give me Leave to impute to ſome other Cauſe, than = not 
«  obſerein Thing in it, which pretends ro refute or contradie any Poſition 
os — 2 e Is not the Cha of Schiſmn your Gare 
and conflant Topic? But if I prove the two Societies fo entirely different in 
their Conftitution and Frame, as that my not communicating in the former, 
does in no wiſe break me off from, nor in the leaſt interrupt my Communion 
In the latter,” is not this'a Refwtation of one of the chief and moſt intereſting 
Parts of your Letters ? And did not Juſtice to your Argument demand, if you 
could have given it, a proper Reply? | 
«6 *Pis growing mighty modiſh, you complain, with our People to laugh 
« gt all Notions of Church Communion, and to make nothing of the moſt 
<" untieceſlary Separations 4.“ Yes, I thank Gop, the loud Peals you were 
1 — W 
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wont to ring us upon the Head of Scheu, are generally treated with pretty 
much Neglect, not only amongſt our People, . amongſt your own. 
For when one ſees grave Gentlemen ſetting themſelves up for Nulers and 
Governors in the Name of the Lord, claiming Power to forgive Sins, to decree 
Ceremonies, to make Laws, and to determine Points of Faith; and then 
thundering out their Anathemas, upon ſuch as refuſe to ſubmit to their Au- 
thority.----What muſt this provoke in all ſenſible Spectators, but a Mixture 
of Contempt, Indignation, and Mirth ?* | 
Can e ſpiritual Fathers in their Conſciencies, believe aur Schteu to 
be ſo horrid and ſo damning,” and yet refuſe to drop the Ceremonies which 
they ſee to be the Stone of Stumbling, at which we ſo grievouſly and wickedly 
fall ? What, for the Sake of a few Things which they own to be indifferent, 
will they harden themſelves againſt the Cries of ſo many periſhing miſguided 
Chriſtians, and defiroy the Souls for which Chriſt died Forgive me, Sir, if I 
cannot think it; but that Schi is only uſed as an ec C Scarecrow, to 
— the Simple in Awe, and to eſtabliſh a ſecerdotal Empire over ductile 
weak Minds. N | * 
All Chriſtians, you affirm, living within the Church of England, which 
« js co- extended, with the Kingdom, may be truly faid to owe it Obedience 
* and Submiſſion, and are de Jure, whether they will be or not de Fact, true 
„Members and Subjects of it“. But pray tell me: Is not the Church of 
Scotland equally co- extended with hat Kingdom, as the Church of England id 
with this? And do not all who live within its Pale, owe it like Submiſſion * | 
Is not the Preſbyterian Diſcipline and Worſhip as much eſtabliſhed there, as 
the Epiſcopal is here? If it be Schi/er then, and a grievous Sin for Diſſenters 
to withdraw from the eſtabliſhed Church in South-Britain, is it not alike 
ſchiſmatical and wicked in your Epiſcopal Brethren to withdraw from the 
Preſbyterian Church eſtabliſhed in the Nerth ? Whence is it we never hear 
from you any folemn Admonitions to your Brethren beyond the Tweed, of 
the deteſtable Sin of Schiſm; warning them of its * vv gens and exhort- | 
ing them ſpeedily to unite with the eſtabliſhed Church! Here your grave Lec- . 
tures may poſſibly have good Effect; and if you really thought Schſn ſo grievous 
an Offence as you affect to repreſent, tis ſtrange you never try the Power of ; 
ur Perſuaſions with your Brethren in the North. This would be a noble 
that you were in earneft, and ſincere. But whilſt, amidſt your warmeſt 
Harangues againſt the Eng/; Separation, you encourage and Support the 
Diſſent from the Scotiſh Church; what can be thought of your Outcries about | 
Schiſm, but that they deſerve a Name more ſevere than I am willing here to | 
ive? F . 0 | | , | | QELY 
© Your Notion of our being © true Members of the Church of England de 
«c e, tho" we are not, and will not be d Fact is to me quite new, and 
« ſurpaſſes my Comprehenſion. I thought it enter d eſſentially into the Idea 
„ of a Church, that it is a Society of VoLunTIERs : A Company join d toge- 
« ther in certain Acts and Profcllons by common Coxs ENT.“ And that ,t 
much leſs again, his own Agreement and Conſent, no Man could with any 
Truth be Wed à Member of any Church. All Perſons living in Chriſtendom 
may be ſaid to owe Feſus Chriſt Obedience and Submiſſion, with infinitely 
reater Reaſon than all the People of England can be faid to owe it to. 
e Church; but does it therefore follow, that they are all d Jure, oh 4 
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wil not be ir Fade, rau Member; of the Church of Chi? What, thoſs 
who openly renounce Chrif, declare him to be an Impoſter, and utterly diſ- 
avo Obedience and Subjection to him, can ſuch, with any Truth or Propriety, 
filed rue M enn of his Church ! Strange Divinity indeed ! Chriſt's Church 
then, inſtead of a Congregation of faithful Perſons, may now be defined a 
Society of impious Blaſphemers, of Infidels and prophane Perſons, who neither 
fear Gop, nor believe in * Ari; theſe all may be declared and treated as 
true Members of his Church. If t is indeed be right, * with ſome Pretence 
it may be ſaid, that thoſe who ; openly renounce. and _ diſclaim the Church of 
band, and declare. they will not live in any Suljeclion to it, may yet be con · 
I owe Allegiance to the King 4 receive Protection from 
him, and enjoy , innumerable cis! Ble fings by means of his Government, 
under which 1 conſea/ to live. But it does not hence follow, that I owe Sub- 
jection to the Church of England, (as you e, pag. 100 from whom I receive 
no Protection, enjoy no Benefit nor Ac sg 9197255 Communion with 
which I by no means conſent to live. Coxs ENT, Sir, is indiſpenſibly and eſſen- 
tially. neceſfary to form the Relation betwixt Paſtors and People: And. with- 
out. this Con/ext no Church in any Chriſtian or ſcriptural. Senſe can poſhbly 
be formed. Dafenters therefore, can with no Juſtneſs nor Propriety in the 
World, be ftiled une Members of your Church. Your ſolemn Excommu- 
nications of them is really a Caſting ſuch. out, as never were in it: So the 
Miracle fall remains. s 
As to our Poſture of receiving the Lord's Supper, inſtead of ingenyouſly 
owning your great Miſrepreſentiox, you. ſeck by frivolous and quaint Queſtions 
to raiſea Duſt to conceal it. As, what meaneth this /»formant, by. ſome of 
their Churches, which have admitted kneeling ? What by /ome in their 
Churches ? If there were any conſiderable Number, &c, *.” Their Number, 
ive me leave to tell you, Sir, is nothing to the Purpoſe. Tis the Lizeary 
y have to do it, is the only Point in Debate. If a/ have this Liberty, tho? 
not one in five Thouſand ſhould actually uſe it; my Paint, ſtands. firm, yours 
is overthrown ;\ and you-ſtand convicted before the World of having given a 
very wrong and injurious, Account of us. You. raſhly aſlerted that Anzee/ing 
among us Was NEVER alowed to be departed from ; that our Miniflers ixs 1s E 
ben, and REFUSED: to abate it. This, from my own certain Knowledge, from 
the Information. of others, from Baxter's reform'd. Liturgy, I proved to be a 
falle Repreſentation. In the ſecond Edition of my Letter, (pag. 21.) I added 
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a, Paſlage from, Dr. Calany's brief Account to the, German Diwines, which, ex- 
preſly 2y8,----The Communicants among PROTESTANT DisszxTERS are AT. 

IBEATY 59 % their ou 1 in re. of Receiving; tb a Tabli 

Poſture is moſt commonly. uſed, Nate, To this brief Hecount, &c. you appear to 
— po Stranger; you had, doubtleſs, read it; for you quote a, long 
Paſſage from it-(Lett. II. p. 62.) not four Lines. diſtant: from that I have now. 
cited. How then could you take upon you fo roundly to affirm---- that it is. 
KEVER- ALLOWED-t0 be departed from, &c. When you had ſeen it declared tothe 
World that our Communicants vere AT LiBERTY to w/e their own PosTurE | | 
But if this deſerves; an ingenuous Bluſh, I am called upon to bluſh with 
you, For having ſaid that Chriſt and his Apoſtles, without all peradven- 
«. ture, fat around tbe Fable, when oy Body knows, who knows any Thing 
a all, that they uſed the recumbing Poſture, which is no more Sitting than 
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© it is Kneeling .“ If my Aſſertion cannot be ſupported by indiſputable 
Authority, 1 1 a Bluſh at your Command, Sir. Let 2 ve be 
heard. St. Matthew ſays, he sar pown with the twelkve.---- And as they 
evere eating, Ius vs took bread and bleſſed it. St. Mark 5, As they sar and aid 
eat, Ixsus took Bread, &c. St. Luke |, When the Hour wwas come, he sar DOWN, 
and the töte Apofiles with him: And be took the Bread and gave Thanks, If 
I am now to be corre#ed for repreſenting Chrift and his Apoſtles as s1TTING 
around the Table, the Weight of the Stroke will fall entirely upon be Scriptures 3 
under which Patronage I am ſafe. I make no manner of doubt, Sir, but the 
Poſture was fitting, though with the Body, perhaps, a little Janing or reclin d. 
Nor would our Language afford our Tranſlators any better, or indeed any 
other, Word than /izting to expreſs it by. Pray, how would you render it 
As they xeECUMB'D and did cat. And when the Hour was come, be xECUMB'D 
with his twelve Apoſtles ? If every Body, © who knows any Thing at all, knows 
they uſed the recumbing Poſture,” then Mr, Henry knew nothing at all ; 
for, he ſays, He Br own in the uſual Table-Geſture ; not lying on one 
« fide, for it was not eaſy to eat, nor poſſible to drink in that Poſture, but 
« ſitting upright, tho“ perhaps, fitting low ;” Or rather, as Dr. Lightfoot tells 
us, the Pokus was, fitting on a Couch, — the left Elbow on the Table. 
My Account of the Conſtitution of the Church of England, of the regal Su- 
* and of the Proceedings of the Convocation in the Affair of Mr. 
Hon, you call Mi/repreſentations t; but I obſerve you are ſo prudent as not 
to offer a ſingle Word in Proof of their being ſuch. 
©*Your repreſenting me as having a great Zeal for Arianiſm, and being fond. 
of theſe new Notions ++, for which I had given not the leaſt real Occaſion, is. 
an Artifice ſo low, that you muſt give me leave to look down with great Pity 
upon it ; not doubting but I have an Advocate and an Avenger in your Breaſt. 
There is ſomething truly extraordinary in your affirming----< That the 
% dammatory Clauſes of the Athanafian Creed may be as ſafely ſubſcribed, 
« without any explanatory Declaration, as the holy Scriptures ; at leaſt ſuch, 
« Paſlages, as He that believeth not ſhall be d-mned----He that believeth nat the. 
« Son, hall not ſee Life, but the Wrath of God abideth on him tt, &c.”----As 
much as to ſay, You may as confidently aſſent to the Deciſions of a weak 
and fallible Man, concerning the a State of Multitudes of his Fellow 
Men, as to the Deciſion of the omniſcient and infallible Gop.----Or thus, 
becauſe Gop hath fixed ſome Terms for a Man's Entrance into Life, there- 
fore Man may take upon him to deviſe and fix others.---Or thus, becauſe 
Cur1sT had . to pronounce, that no Man who received not the Goſpel, 
which he ould finally be ſaved, therefore Athanaſius (if he was 
its Compiler) had Authority to pronounce, that no Man who believed not 
the-Creed which he had made, ſhould attain eternal Life, but ſhould” everlaft- 
ingly periſb. Are theſe Concluſions juſt ? 
cannot think myſelf to need your Forgiveneſs, Sir, for aſking, „whether 
% you were amongſt the weak and uncharitable Minds, who to the 
Pit of Hell, all who cannot receive all the dark and myſterious Points ſet 
« forth in the Atbanaſtian Creed,” ---For does not that Creed moſt peremptorily 
pronounce this Damnation on all ſuch? Are not you a zealous Advocate and 
Admirer of that Creed? Do you not zour/c/f thirteen Times a Year, in the 
Preſence 
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Preſence and Church of Goo, and as his Miniſter and Ambaſſador; declare 
folemnly to the People, That whoever does not keep WHOLE and UNDEFILED 
the Fairh therein" d:livered, he hall wirruouT bout periſh everlaſtingly ? 
Where then is the Wrong of my aſking, Whether you are among ft the 5 45 
fable Perſens ? '&c. For if you are ſincere in its Uſe, and do really believe 
what you ſolemnly tell the People, when you read to them that Creed, L 
cannot ſee but you muſt be content to be reckoned in that Number. For 
how to reconcile 'a ſolemn Declaration concerning certain Perſons, that 
wirhoor Dover they perle overlaſtingh, with Hopes of their Salvation, is 
to me quite incomprehenſible. * "res 
The Subſcriptions of our Minifters, with the Proteſtation they made againſt, 
the damnatory Clauſes,” can with no Truth, I apprehend, be called « a Pro- 
«& teflatio contra Fadum, nor a' ſubſcribing Aſtent to the Truth of certain. 
« Propofitions, at the ſame Time declaring they do not aſſent to it +.” 
For it really amounted" to no more than this----* I believe the Articles of 
«this Creed, and think it agreeable to the Word of Gob, but I here pub-, 
# Jickly declare, I do not conſider the Hanmitory Clauſes as any Part if the, 
. © Creed, nor give my Aﬀent to them.” As for the Subſcription of our. 
preſent Minifters, if it be not done under a Claim of the Benefit of this Pro- 

teſtation made by their Predeceſſors, or with ſome ſuch Proteſtation made b 
chemſelves; I freely own, Sir, I cannot juſtify it, and think it a Thing which! 
ought" not to be done. Nn, 3 
Sussckirriox to human Creeds have, I apprehend, deen of infinite Diſ- 
ſervice and Hurt to the Chriſtian Church, have rent it into a Variety of Sects 
and angry Parties, and filled it with innumerable Strifes and Debates: They 
are a Ne raiſed around the Church, which can poſſibly Keep none but 
wirtwous and honeft Perſons, but never can keep one Hypocrite, one Heretick, or 
wercked Man, from entering into it. I wiſh t Caſe you mention may not, 
be extremely common, ix. Fraudulent and infincere Subſcriptions, and the con- 
fant Uſe of Forms, ubich they abe uſe them do not approve of, whereby the. 
Conſcience is difiled T. © | | | 
But the Point of Subſcriptions which is the Subject of your Appendix, will 
be confidered by an ab Hand; who will give you, I hope, ample Satisfacti- 
on on this Head: To his Inſtructions I commend you, Sir, wiſhing you with. 
great Sincerity,” abundane Peace and Truth, 
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